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NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAYS

• The National Scenic Byways Program is a voluntary, 
community-based program established in 1991 to 
preserve and protect the nation's most scenic roads. 

• As of November 2010, there were 120 National Scenic 
Byways and 31 All-American Roads

• Six "intrinsic qualities,” which are (1) archeological, (2) 
cultural, (3) historic, (4) natural, (5) recreational, and 
(6) scenic. 



FUNDING

• 1991. The Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act -$74.3 
• 1998. Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) 

provided $148 million to states 
• 2005. The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 

Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) added $175 million in 
funding

• 2012. The program lost its authorization and no funds were 
provided

• 2019. H.R. 831 - Reviving America’s Scenic Byways Act of 2019) 
called for FHWA to start accepting nominations for new scenic 
byways. Approved September 2019. No funding.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/831/text?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22hr+831%22%5d%7d&r=1


PURPOSE OF NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAYS 

• Promote tourism and economic development.

• Preserve and protect the nation's scenic corridors

FSHP MISSION

• The Florida Scenic Highways Program Mission Statement 

reflects the interconnected nature of Florida’s highways, 

resources and communities. (2009)

• The mission of the Florida Scenic Highways Program is to 

help Florida communities deliver high-quality experiences to 

visitors. (2016)



SCENIC HIGHWAYS & BYWAYS

• There are three types of scenic roads:  1. All-American 

Roads, 2. National Scenic Byways, and 3. State Scenic 

Highways (Byways)

• All U.S. states except for Rhode Island, Texas, Hawaii, 

and Nebraska have national scenic byways. 

• State programs were formed in large part to be 

eligible for funds from the National Scenic Byways 

program. ($15.454,000 to Florida … 1994 to 2012)



FLORIDA SCENIC HIGHWAY PROGRAM

• In 1994, FDOT began developing criteria and guidelines 

for the Florida Scenic Highways Program, and in 1996, 

the program was launched 

• Florida has 26 state-designated scenic highways that are 

managed by the Florida Department of Transportation. 

• Six of these are National Scenic Byways, and one is 

an All-American Road.



Florida Clocks Record Tourism Numbers Through Q2, 
But Overseas Visitors Trending Down, August 15, 2019.

Visit Florida reports record tourism numbers for 

the first half of 2019.

In the first six months of the year, Florida had 61.2 

million people visit from elsewhere in the U.S., 5.2 

million people from overseas, and another 2.4 

million from Canada. 

That represents an overall 5.6 percent increase 

from the same period of 2018.

PURPOSE:  PROMOTE TOURISM
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"It shall be the policy of the state to conserve and protect its 

natural resources and scenic beauty."

Article II, section 7(a), Florida Constitution

"We cannot leave for tomorrow that which we can do today ...  

We have a bold vision, we have good folks in key positions, and 

with your support for these initiatives, we will restore and 

preserve the beauty of Florida for generations to come.“

Governor Ron DeSantis, in his State of the State Address.

PURPOSE:  PROTECT SCENIC RESOURCES



PURPOSE:  PROTECT SCENIC RESOURCES
Design Guidelines



PURPOSE:  PROTECT SCENIC RESOURCES
Corridor Management Plans



Florida Texas California North Carolina Nevada Ohio Maryland National Level

Year Byway/ Aesthetics Program 

Established

1983 No program n 1963, the State Legislature 

established the California Scenic 

Highway Program

Late 1980s 1983 1998 1991 National Scenic Byway Program (1991)

Total Number of Byways / Scenic 

Highways

27 10 66 55 historic and scenic highway and 

bridge routes

25 (includes 1 NFS SB) 25 19 n/a

All-American Roads 1 0 3 1 1 1 2 31 All-American Roads

National Scenic Byways 5 10 7 4 3 4 4 121 National Scenic Byways (Nov. 

2010) * Historic Route 66

State Byways/Scenic Highways 21 n/a 56 50 20 25 13 n/a

Miles of Byways/Scenic Highways 2,623 miles of scenic drives n/a n/a State Scenic Highways - 420 miles; n/a 1595 n/a

Web Page https://floridascenic

highways.com/

www.scenic

texas.org/

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/ 

design/lap-landscape- architecture-

and-community-livability/                   

lap-liv-i-scenic-highways

https://www.ncdot.gov/travel-

maps/traffic-travel/scenic-

byways/Pages/default.aspx

www.nevadadot.com/

travel-info/travel-Nevada/scenic-

byways

https://ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/site/ 

tourism/resources/scenic-byways

https://www.roads.maryland.gov/Inde

x.aspx?PageId=97&d=57

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/

Aesthetic/ Design Guidelines Yes, for selected Districts Yes Scenic Highway Design Guidelines Yes – NCDOT Aesthetics Guidance 

Manual & Pattern Book

Yes – State and Byway level Yes - Aesthetic Design Guidelines Context Sensitive Solutions For work 

on Maryland Byways (February 2008), 

Maryland Scenic Highways Guide 

(2018)

n/a

Funding Through district discretionary 

funds

Through Statewide Transportation 

Enhancement Program

Via individual project budgets Up to 3# of state’s construction budget 

for new projects

n/a Historically yes, but not currently

Managing Agency Florida Department of 

Transportation

No scenic highway or byway 

program: Scenic Texas is heavily 

involved with aesthetic quality in 

the state

Caltrans NDOT; Technical Review Committee 

(TRC) was formed for each corridor 

NCDOT’s Technical Services Division, 

Division of Highways, and Division of 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation

Nevada Department of Transportation Ohio Department of Transportation The Maryland State Highway 

Administration (SHA),

Federal Highway Administration

Key Documents FSHP Handbook (2016); Texas Department of 

Transportation (TDOT) Landscape 

and Aesthetics Design Manual. 

2012; Schutt, et al, A New 

Approach to Aesthetics Design 

Decision Making for Texas 

Highways.

California Scenic Highway Proposals 

Examples; the California Scenic 

Highway Program; Highway Design 

Manual

Aesthetics Guidance Manual and 

Pattern Book for Transportation 

Aesthetics (2017); North Carolina 

Byways Guidebook;  

1968 Aesthetics Manual; Pattern and 

Palette of Place: A Landscape and 

Aesthetics Master Plan for the Nevada 

State Highway System (2002); 

Landscape and Aesthetics Corridor 

Plans; “Art That Moves You” program; 

Aesthetic Alternatives for NDOT 

Design Standard (2009); 

Aesthetic Design Guidelines; Ohio 

Byways Corridor Management Plan; 

ODOT PDP Manual; ODOT’s Design 

Aesthetics Public Involvement Update; 

Ohio Byways CMP Final Report. ; 

Context Sensitive Solutions For Work 

on Maryland Byways (2008); Maryland 

Scenic Highways Guide (2018); JMT, 

Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects. 

Maryland Scenic Byways Moving 

Forward Toward Sustainability. 

White House Conference on Natural 

Beauty (1965); A Proposed Program 

for Scenic Roads and Parkways (1966); 

Beauty for America (1965) Visual 

Impact Assessment Methodology for 

Highway Projects; An Assessment of 

the Feasibility of Developing a National 

Scenic Highway System (1973

Contacts Jeff CasterProgram Coordinator

Florida Department of 

Transportation

605 Suwannee St., MS #37, 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450

Jeff.caster@dot.state.fl.us, 
Phone: (850) 414-5267

n/a California State Scenic 

Highway Program. Caltrans Landscape 

Architecture. 1120 N Street MS-28. 

Sacramento CA 95814

Kyle Cooper Scenic Byways 

Coordinator

Send Message (919) 707-2936 

https://www.nevadadot.com/travel-

info/travel-nevada/scenic-byways

Thomas P. Barrett

Historic Bridge Program Manager & 

Scenic Byways Coordinator

Ohio Department of Transportation

1980 West Broad Street (U.S. 40)

Columbus, Ohio 43223-1102

Tom.Barrett@dot.ohio.gov

(614) 466-3932

Cheryl Ladota

Maryland Scenic Byways Program

Regional and Intermodal Planning 

Division

MDOT State Highway Administration

707 N Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21201

(p) 410.545.8552

(e) CLadota@sha.state.md.us

None at this time. For more 

information contact:

Federal Highway Administration | 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE | 

Washington, DC 20590 | 202-366-4000

Design Comparison of State Scenic Highway Programs & Design Guidelines

https://floridascenic/
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• North Carolina

• Nevada

• California

• Maryland

• Ohio

• Texas

• Florida

• National Program

Design Comparison of State Scenic Highway Programs & Design Guidelines



Aesthetic Manuals and Design Guidelines 

• Context
• Background / Basics of Aesthetics and Design Guidelines
• Tier Approach / Classification
• Policies, Procedures, and Best Practices  
• Integration of Guidelines into DOT Processes 
• Focus Areas 

Roadways, Bridges, Noise Walls, Retaining Walls, 
Roadside Environment, Landscaping,  Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Infrastructure, Scenic Highways, Public Art 

• Strategies for Implementation 
• Design Template / Pattern Book



DESIGN GUIDELINES - Aesthetic Elements. A transportation corridor can be 

broken down into a palette of basic structural design elements. Each element 

has aesthetic design properties that help determine visual character. These are 

as follows: 

• Topography 

• Alignment

• Lanes 

• Shoulders 

• Sidewalks

• Earthwork/Grading 

• Intersections 

• Interchanges 

• Ramps and Gores 

• Bridges 

• Barriers

• Walls 

• Fencing 

• Lighting 

• Signals and Signage



Blue Ridge Parkway (NC)

North Carolina Scenic Highways



North Carolina Transportation Aesthetics Guidance Manual



North Carolina Transportation Aesthetics Guidance Manual



North Carolina Transportation Aesthetics Guidance Manual



American Tobacco Trail’s I-40 pedestrian bridge (NC)



Monroe Bypass (NC)

11/14/2019 25



Monroe Bypass (NC)

11/14/2019 26



Lamoille Canyon Road (NV)

Nevada Scenic Highways



Nevada Landscape and Aesthetic Corridor Plans



Nevada Landscape and Aesthetic Corridor Plans



Nevada Landscape and Aesthetic Corridor Plans



Nevada Landscape and Aesthetic Corridor Plans



Nevada Landscape and Aesthetic Corridor Plans

11/14/2019 32



Nevada Landscape and Aesthetic Corridor Plans – Blue Diamond Interchange, Mesquite, I-15



Nevada Landscape and Aesthetic Corridor Plans



Nevada Landscape and Aesthetic Corridor Plans



Nevada Landscape and Aesthetic Corridor Plans – Interstate 11 (Boulder City Bypass)



Nevada Landscape and Aesthetic Corridor Plans – Interstate 11 (Boulder City Bypass)



Texas Highway Aesthetics - River Road (TX)



Texas Wildflowers



Texas Wildflowers



Texas Natural Resources



Arlington Design Details (TX)



Transportation Aesthetics & Public Art (AZ)



Transportation Aesthetics & Public Art (AZ)



Arizona Scenic Highways - Scottdale 



California Scenic Highways - Pacific Coast Scenic Byway



California Scenic Highways - Pacific Coast Scenic Byway



• The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) “informs governmental decision makers and the public 

about the potential, significant environmental effects of proposed activities.” Potential changes to the visual 

environment are identified as an environmental quality issue. 

• A local governing body with jurisdiction over adjacent lands oversees the scenic highway

• Aesthetics is integral throughout development of a highway project. 

• Corridor Protection Program contains five legislatively required elements  generally accepted as land use 

planning standards.

• If a Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) is required and if the project is within the limits of a State Scenic 

Highway, a Scenic Resource Evaluation (SRE) must be prepared.

• Section 320 of the California Public Utilities Code requires the undergrounding of all electric and 

communication distribution facilities within 1,000 feet of any scenic highway. 

• Highway construction and emergency repairs proposed on designated State Scenic Highways are evaluated 

for visual impact to scenic views as part of the environmental process. 

California Scenic Highways



Corridor Protection Program (CPP)

1. Regulation of land use and density of development 

2. Detailed land and site planning

3. Control of outdoor advertising

4. Careful attention to and control of earthmoving and 

landscaping

5. The design and appearance of structures and equipment.

California Scenic Highways



California Scenic Highways – Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing



California Scenic Highways – Coronado Roundabout



California Scenic Highways – Lost Hills Interchange



California Scenic Highways – LA Marathon mural on I-5 near Stadium Way



Kentucky Scenic Highways



Kentucky Scenic Highways – Paris Pike



Kentucky Scenic Highways – Paris Pike



Kentucky Scenic Highways – Old Frankfort Park



Kentucky Bourbon Trail



Montana Scenic Byways – Going to the Sun Scenic Road



Montana Scenic Byways – Pioneer Scenic Byway



US 93 on the Flathead Indian Reservation



US 93 on the Flathead Indian Reservation



US 93 on the Flathead Indian Reservation – Peoples Way Pedestrian Bridge



Florida Scenic Highways

11/14/2019 64



Overseas Highway – U.S. Route 1 (to Key West) 



Big Bend National Scenic Byway



Florida Black Bear Scenic Byway



Old Florida Heritage Highway



Courtney Campbell Scenic Highway



Natural Resources



Broward A1A



Cultural Resources



Urban Scenic Highways



Wekiva Parkway



I-375 Bridge Design



Threats to Florida Scenic Highways
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