
Getting to the Florida Black Bear Scenic Byway 

 

The Four Gateway Cities to the Byway are easily reached from major cities in Florida. The nearest 

Gateway City from Orlando International Airport is only an hour away; from Tampa it’s two hours away, 

and from Jacksonville it’s only an hour. Interstate 95 on the east coast will get you to Ormond Beach and 

SR 40.  Interstate 75 and the Florida Turnpike in the center of the state will get you to Ocala and Silver 

Springs at the west end of the Byway.   

Jacksonville to Ormond Beach 78 miles  Orlando to Ormond Beach 74 miles 

Jacksonville to Palatka 54 miles  Orlando to Umatilla 57 miles 

Tampa to Silver Springs  103 miles  Orlando to Silver Springs  86 miles 

Gainesville to Silver Springs  42 miles  Melbourne to Ormond Beach 94 miles 

Gainesville to Palatka 44 miles  Tampa to Umatilla  108 miles 
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