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2.0  PROJECT OVERVIEW
Introduction - The Master Plan for the 
Old Florida Heritage Highway Corridor is 
an opportunity to establish the value and 
importance of scenic corridors, and to 
define how they shape and influence our 
communities. 

Conceived of as a catalyst for the 
continued development of “heritage and 

nature tourism,” the Master Plan, to be 
successful, must help create the motives and 
mechanisms for preserving the character 
and integrity of the region’s rich natural and 
cultural resources. 

The design guidance provided by the 
Master Plan, although conceptual in nature, 
is inspired by the uniqueness of Alachua 
County and its people. The design themes 
and standards for the contemplated 
improvements, as well as the proposed 
strategies for their location, are drawn from 
a thorough and careful understanding of the 
land, the community and the history that has 
shaped them both.  

3.0  CORRIDOR ANALYSIS

Review of the Corridor - To gain a better 
understanding of the corridors, the design 
team conducted a field review of all of the 
corridors within the study area. This review 
consisted of driving all major roads in the 
study area, and exploring specific areas on 
foot. The corridors were photographed and 
notes were taken to capture initial thoughts 
about the existing character as well as about 
current opportunities and constraints.

Project study area
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Protecting and/or enhancing the character of 
the Old Florida Heritage Highway requires an 
understanding of existing land use regulations 
and the potential  implications of these 
regulations. It is important to understand what 
type of development could potentially occur 
within the corridors. It may be necessary to 
modify existing land use regulations to ensure 
that future development is consistent with 
goals for preserving cultural, natural, and 
visual resources. 

Each corridor was analyzed to determine the 
potential implications of land use regulations. 
Also addressed were implications of rural 
agricultural, rural commercial, rural clusters, 
tourism/entertainment zones, Cross Creek 
Village Special Study Area, Idylwild Serenola 
Special Study Area, Preservation Buffer 
Overlay District, scenic road corridors overlay, 
and land use controls.

4.0  LANDSCAPE TYPES

Corridor Landscape Types - The study 
area consists of a wide range of different 
landscape types featuring different cultural 
and natural resources. The different 

landscape types within the study area were 
categorized by the design team as:

 Edge of Town•	

 Paynes Prairie•	

 Micanopy•	

     Downtown Micanopy  »

    Micanopy »

     Greater Micanopy »

 Pine Flatwoods•	

 Traditional Country Homesteads•	

 Evinston •	

 Cross Creek•	

5.0  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Process of Participation - Community 
participation was a crucial component of 
the process, and public input was carefully 
considered and incorporated into the Master 
Plan. 

Public meetings and meetings with County 
staff were scheduled at several stages 
of completion of the Master Plan. At 25% 
completion we held initial public meeting 
workshops and met with the Corridor 
Management Council (CMC), which served 

as the Steering Committee, to discuss design 
and interpretive themes. 

At 50% completion we presented more 
refined design and interpretive themes as 
well as conceptual site plans, sketches, 
and graphics to illustrate major corridor 
recommendations. These concepts were 
submitted to County staff, and then to the 
CMC at a regularly scheduled meeting. 
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sketches, elevations and cross sections for 
the entire corridor were finalized. 

All meetings were advertised to the 
public, and copies of preliminary and final 
documents were made available. Comments 
were incorporated into the final report.

Public Meetings - Three public meetings 
were scheduled throughout this planning 
process. The first public meeting was 
conducted June 27, 2007, in Micanopy. The 
intention of this meeting was to introduce the 
project, define the process and approach that 
would be used, and share preliminary results 
of initial inventory and analysis work that had 

been conducted in the corridors. The second 
public meeting was held November 15, 2007, 
in Micanopy. The presentation focused on 
understanding the corridor.  Each landscape 
type was discussed, and the unique 
characteristics of each were presented.  Part 
of the presentation examined preliminary 
themes for the corridors as well as basic 
concepts for the interpretive program. 

On April 16, the design team conducted the 
third public meeting in Micanopy. The primary 
focus of this meeting was to present refined 
concepts, logo designs, and interpretive 
themes. Recommendations were offered for 
each corridor and for key locations within the 
study area. Plans, sections, and sketches 

were prepared to help illustrate 
what different concepts would 
look like, and how they would be 
integrated with existing conditions.  

Steering Committee Meetings - 
Four Steering Committee meetings 
were scheduled throughout the 
planning process. These meetings 
were important because they 
help ensure that the project goals 
and scope of work were being 
addressed. On June 27, 2007, the 
design team met with the Steering 

Committee to discuss future plans for the 
Old Florida Heritage Highway. On November 
15, the design team met with the Steering 
Committee. The purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss initial analysis of the corridors, 
general concepts and approach, interpretive 
themes, and preparation for the upcoming 
public meeting. 

On February 13, 2008 at 2:30 p.m., the 
design team met with the Steering Committee 
at the Matheson Museum in Gainesville, 
Florida. The purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss design themes and logos, and 
to present preliminary design concepts. 
On July 8, 2008, the design team met with 
the Steering Committee to present the final 
Master Plan for the project. One major point 
of discussion was the next steps, and how 
to implement the project in a way that is 
consistent with stated goals and objectives.

Meetings with State Parks - EDAW 
landscape architects met with staff of the 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings State Historic Site 
as well as Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park 
to discuss how future plans for the Old Florida 
Heritage Highway might “fit” with those of the 
parks. 
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Interpretive Principles - There are basic 
principles of interpretation that the Master 
Plan recommends be applied to the Old 
Florida Heritage Highway. These principles 
enhance both guided interpretation, in which 
an interpreter is present with visitors, and self-
guided interpretation, such as exhibits and 
brochures, which do not require an interpreter 
be present.

Major Themes -  Two major themes were 
established for the Old Florida Heritage 
Highway. These themes should be used 
as the foundation for all future interpretive 
efforts. They are:

Natural resources driving the dynamics •	
of human settlements 

Landscapes changing through time, the •	
result of both natural phenomena and 
human activity

Minor Themes: 

 Understanding the landscape as •	
snapshots in time 

 Celebrating the unique natural resources  •	
of this place

 The authentic rural, working landscape•	

General Interpretive Themes  

 The rural working landscape•	

 The succession of people that have •	
chosen to settle here

 The unique natural environment•	

 The richness and diversity of the wildlife•	

 The impact natural resources have had, •	
and are having, on human settlement

Major Historical Themes

 Micanopy as an important Native •	
American town

 Micanopy as Florida’s first inland •	
European settlement

 Spanish ranches on Paynes Prairie •	
(combined/coupled with grazing ecology 
topic)

 Bartram’s visit •	

 The Seminole wars •	

 Citrus industry/1890s freeze (integrated •	
with other agricultural and climate cycle 
topics)

 Transportation development shifting •	
commerce patterns

 Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings •	

 Archie and Marjorie Carr (with Archie •	
linked to reptiles and Marjorie to 
conservation history) 

Major Ecological Themes

 Karst hydrogeology•	

 Reptiles•	

 Road barriers and crossings•	

 Grazing•	

 Pineland history and dynamics •	
(emphasizing fire)

Interpretive Signage

Incorporate geometric representation •	
that is inspired by Nature and blends with 
the landscape

 Apply shapes that are recognizable •	
as the Old Florida Heritage Highway 
signage

 Use local and green materials•	

 Provide universal access•	

 Inform the local citizenry and tourists •	
alike about the real Florida.

 Use bold background photo of site, •	
vegetation or historic information 

 Use bright bullets to locate and explain •	
the importance of the story and the site
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interactive or explanation

 Design text to accommodate visitors •	
with varying interests, time and physical 
capabilities

 Provide an area for brochures•	

 Tell a story•	

 Use inquiries as an interactive •	

 Since funding is finite, determine which •	
topics are presented in interpretives, which 
may be presented in other media, and 
which deferred

 Reinforce information at trail heads, kiosks, •	

etc. with trail graphics

Logos

One objective of this project was to develop 
a logo that would represent the Old Florida 
Heritage Highway. The logo would help create a 
sense of unity by identifying all elements related 
to the OFHH. 

A wide range of logo alternatives was 
developed and shared with the Steering 
Committee. The consensus was that the logo 
should be round, should have ‘Old Florida 
Heritage Highway’ around the outside edge, 
should include an image of a crane, and 

should be simple, yet distinct enough to be 
recognized by motorists driving by at high 
rates of speed.  

7.0  DESIGN THEMES & 
CONCEPTS

Introduction - The design themes and 
concepts give form to basic ideas on how 
to protect and/or enhance the Old Florida 
Heritage Highway’s visual character.

Design Themes - The Design Themes 
define the basic principles that guide design 
and planning decisions. This approach 
helps ensure there is a consistency in how 

design and planning decisions are made and 
implemented.

The design themes developed for this project 
are as follows:

Develop landmarks and gateways that •	
provide orientation throughout the 
corridors

Maintain patina and authenticity of •	
existing cultural landscape

Integrate structures and architectural •	
elements into the environment

Enhance multimodal opportunities (bike •	
trails, equestrian, etc.)

Minimize visual clutter•	
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areas 

Enhance opportunities for people to •	
be immersed in natural or cultivated 
landscapes

Manage roadsides for a healthy, •	
attractive, informal vegetated edge 

Establish a hierarchy of levels of •	
craftsmanship appropriate to context

 Use local materials•	

 Use “green” materials•	

Design Types 

The plan for the Old Florida Heritage Highway 
focuses on two major design types: corridors 
and nodes. The corridors are linear in nature 
and include the areas adjacent to roads, 
water bodies, and existing trails. Along roads, 
the corridor includes not only the right-of-way, 
but also adjacent areas that are part of the 
viewshed and have a significant impact on 
visual character. 

Nodes are specific sites located throughout 
the study area where people may want 
to stop. From a design standpoint, these 
are: gateways; visitor centers; interpretive 
centers; kiosks; and wayside signage. These 
facilities are used to provide interesting and 

useful information to those visiting the area, 
and access into sites with natural or historic 
resources.

Design Inspirations 

Design concepts for the study area are based 
primarily on the existing forms, textures, colors, 
and patterns in the region. For example, 
the homes, barns, and utility buildings have 
distinctive forms that help define the visual 
character of OFHH. The integration of human 
settlement with the surrounding environment 
is also a dominant trait of the area. The unique 
inter-weaving of cultural and natural resources 
helps define what makes this area special.

Alternative Concepts

Based on feedback from the Steering 
Committee and the public, the Master Plan 
recommends that design alternatives be 

based on an integration of both “nature” and 
“settlement” motifs.

A basic idea behind the concepts is that they 
build upon the vernacular of the region. That 
means using colors, shapes, textures, and 
materials that are consistent with what can be 
seen in the area. The basic forms for structural 
elements are based on the roof shapes found 
in the homes, barns, and other structures that 
occur along the corridor.

The various design components will vary in 
size and form depending upon location. This 
is due in part to the fact that different locations 
have different uses, and the amount and type 
of people using the site varies. For example, in 
some locations, kiosks are primarily oriented for 
cyclists, while in others there are geared toward 
toward motorists driving along the corridor. 
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The following Project Profiles summarize 
recommended improvements for each of the 
OldFlorida Heritage Highway’s corridors and 
nodes.

WACAHOOTA ROAD

Add on-street bike lanes if the road is •	
improved by the County, but only if this 
can be can be done while protecting 
the visual character of the corridor and 
addressing stormwater runoff.   

 When the road is widened, keep lanes as •	
narrow as possible to maintain the rural 
character of the corridor.  

 Most traffic calming options would not be •	
appropriate on Wacahoota Road.  

 The existing narrow lanes on Wacahoota •	
are a safety issue, but widening the 
travel lanes to a standard safe width will 
address this issue.

 Plant the ROW with a meadow and •	
woodland edge plant palette as allowed 
by the County

 Explore additional planting along parts of •	
Wacahoota Road.  

 Develop a means to protect a landscape •	
buffer zone abutting the ROW, e.g., by 
updating the existing scenic highway 
ordiannce or modifying the LDC.  

 Maintain forested buffer •	
or open space where 
appropriate.

WEST TERMINUS OF 

WACAHOOTA RD

Type - Kiosk

Add a small kiosk for •	
interpretation and wayfinding, including 
information about the old railroad berm.  
Include information about the historical 
presence of the DeSoto Trail in this area.

Provide a pull-off for one to two vehicles.•	

Add a guardrail to define a pull-off area, •	
if it can be located outside the clear 
zone, to help separate the kiosk area 
from the road.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 
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this corridor, and there is no need for the 
addition of pedestrian facilities. 

 Consider the addition of trailheads •	
adjacent to publicly owned property in 

order to enhance connectivity.

Security and maintenance of facilities in •	

this area is a concern.

US 441

 •	 Create separate multi-use paths, starting 
with one on the east side of the road, 
then  - if there is sufficient demand and 
funding - adding a 2nd path on th ewest 
side.  The paths should be a minimum 
of 10’ wide, with 12’ being preferred, per 
FDOT standards.  Ultimately, incorporate 
paths into the larger regional and state 
trail networks.  

 Investigate the use of cable guardrail •	
to separate the multi-use path from 
the roadways.  FDOT clear zone 
requirements may conflict with this 
proposal, but if allowed it will provide 
additional buffer between cars and 
bicyclists / pedestrians.

 Add mass plantings of wildflowers and •	
grasses in selective areas to add visual 
interest;

 Ensure any landscape improvements are •	
simple, but effective: they will be viewed 

primarily by motorist driving by at high 
speeds.

 Develop different plant palettes for •	
selective sub-areas along the corridor.

 Ensure that drainage structures and their •	
associated ditches are limited to grass 
plantings and are not obstructed with 
taller vegetation.

 Ensure wildflowers are planted beyond •	
the first 8 to 15 feet off the edge of the 
pavement because this area is typically 
mowed to improve safety for vehicles 
pulling off the road.

 Develop a maintenance agreement •	
between the County and FDOT to 
address how landscaping will be cared 
for.

 Where tree planting can occur (outside •	
of the clear zone), utilize trees that are 
consistent with the plant palette of FDOT.

 Use a plant palette near Paynes Prairie •	
that is visually consistent with the 
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prairie ecosystem; this palette would be 
predominantly grasses and other low-
lying vegetation, evoking the texture and 
scale of prairie flora.

 Use a contrasting palette in upland •	
areas in order to provide visual interest.  
For example, use more broadleaf and 
diverse textured plant materials with 
more color in the “edge of town” zone, 
and use scrubbier upland plant materials 
in the greater Micanopy segment.

 Utilize cabbage palms and other •	
“ornamental” and “heritage” plantings at 
the intersections leading into Micanopy 
and Gainesville.

 Do not consider including traffic calming. •	

 Explore the use of traffic calming •	
in the vicinity of Micanopy by using 
landscaping and possibly reconfiguring 
the intersection.

 If a signal is warranted, it would provide •	
an opportunity to add a protected 
pedestrian crossing across the road. 

Consider a standalone pedestrian •	
crossing if a signal light is not 
warranted, although it would not be as 
secure as would one with a light.

 Provide safer pedestrian and bike •	
crossings at the intersection of 234 and 
441.

Develop landowner cooperation •	
programs and other incentives that 
focus on protecting and enhancing the 
visual quality of the property adjacent 
to the corridor.

WILLISTON RD 

Type -Gateway

 Add an iconic sign or structure, such •	
as a tower, sculptural element, sign, or 
other structure. 

 Ensure the iconic structure or another •	
sign helps improve wayfinding and 
interpretation.

 Provide lighting for the directional sign, •	
sculpture, and/or icons.

 Selectively remove trees and understory •	
plants to open up and maintain desired 

views for eastbound and southbound 
drivers, and to improve the species mix 
and promote ecological balance.

 Provide durable yet visually attractive •	
landscape plantings such as tall grasses, 
wildflowers and traditional “heritage” 
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complement sculptural elements and 
other site furnishings.

Emphasize pedestrian and bike path •	
connections.

Do not provide any parking for the site, •	
either on site or as pull off parking.

Include one or two small kiosks that are •	
geared for pedestrians and cyclists.

Include site furnishings such as shelters •	
with benches, signage, and bicycle 
amenities such as an air pump, water 

fountain, and seating opportunities.

NORTH RIM OVERLOOK

Type - Outdoor Interpretive Center

 Provide a secondary level iconic sign •	
that is visible to high speed traffic going 
by the overlook.

 Add a driveway connection to improve •	
access.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Provide parking for five to eight vehicles •	
outside the ROW.

 Construct guardrails and fences as •	
needed outside the ROW to delineate the 

boundary, help create spatial definition, 
and improve safety.

 Selectively remove trees and understory •	
plants to open up and maintain desired 
views to the prairie.

 Add a medium-sized kiosk or structure •	
that includes an open air shelter with  
signage  panels and seating strategically 
oriented for views, or provide a cluster of 
smaller kiosks grouped together with at 
least one shade structure with benches. 

 Include bicycle amenities such as an air •	
pump, water fountain, and seating.

 Provide picnic tables in selective areas •	
as appropriate.

 Add pedestrian oriented lighting to help •	
create a safe environment.

 Development of this outdoor interpretive •	
center would require land acquisition 
since there is insufficient room within the 
ROW.

Plans for this site should be developed in •	
cooperation with the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection officials 
responsible for Paynes Prairie Preserve 
State Park. 

Addition of a boardwalk at the North •	
Rim overlook would provide enhanced 
opportunities for visitor access to the 
prairie wetland, with safer and more 

suitable parking than at the current 
boardwalk/overlook.

BOLENS BLUFF

Type - Outdoor Interpretive Center

 Provide a secondary level iconic sign •	
that is visible to high speed traffic going 
by the overlook.

 Use existing driveway connection for •	
access to the site.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Utilize existing parking area and upgrade •	
as needed.

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area.

 Provide a medium-sized kiosk or •	
structure that includes an open air shelter 
with a number of signage panels as well 
as public seating strategically oriented to 
take advantage of the views.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

 Consider providing a trailhead that leads •	
to the new boardwalk / prairie overlook, 
if site conditions are deemed suitable.  
This would allow replacement and/or 
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overlook to create a more interesting 
experience for visitors.

 Remove the parking area associated •	
with the existing boardwalk; it visually 
disrupts the view of the prairie and is a 
safety concern.

Wetland boundaries will need to be •	
delineated early in the site planning 
process. 

Plans for this site should be developed in •	
cooperation with the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection officials 
responsible for Paynes Prairie Preserve 

State Park.   

MICANOPY ENTRANCE AT 234 / 441

Type - Outdoor Interpretive Center

 Provide a secondary level iconic sign •	
that is visible to high speed traffic.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Explore the possibility of adding on-street •	
parking outside the 441 ROW.

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area … these would 
have to be outside the clear zone for US 
441.

 Provide a medium-sized open air •	
structure that includes an open air shelter 
with a number of signage panels as well 
as public seating strategically oriented to 
take advantage of the views.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

 Develop footpaths that connect to new •	
and existing sidewalks and paths leading 
into town.

 Provide benches and other seating •	
opportunities in selective areas to 
accommodate pedestrians.

 Add landscape plantings to visually •	

enhance the corridor.
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plantings to open up views and increase 
visibility. 

Consider a push-button activated •	
pedestrian traffic light.

 Consider the purchase of the service •	
station property … it would be a good 
location to add kiosk, parking, bike racks, 
bike facilities, park features, and possibly 
an interpretive center.

TACOMA

Type - Kiosk

 Add a small kiosk •	

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Provide a bench or other seating •	
opportunity to accommodate 
pedestrians.

Wetland boundaries will need to be •	
delineated early in the site planning 
process. 

Plans for this site should be developed in •	
cooperation with the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection officials 
responsible for Paynes Prairie. 

MICANOPY DOWNTOWN STREETS

 •	 Consider the addition of appropriate 
traffic calming measures … this is the 
type of setting that would be ideal for 
typical traffic calming treatments.

 Provide a pedestrian crossing at the •	
Lake Tuscawilla site ... This could be an 
at-grade crosswalk with striping.

DOWNTOWN MICANOPY

Type - Wayside

 Provide wayside signage that is refined •	
to fit the architectural style of the 
downtown area … this would be of a 
higher level of craftsmanship than would 
be found along the corridors.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths

 Add landscape plantings to visually •	
enhance the downtown area.

LAKE TUSCAWILLA / NATIVE AMERICAN 

HERITAGE PRESERVE

Type - Outdoor Interpretive Center

 Utilize and enhance the existing parking •	
and pull-off area developed by the Town 
for the Mound exhibit.

 Develop a trailhead that provides access •	
to the path leading to Lake Tuscawilla.

 Consider the possibility of adding a •	
boardwalk along sections of the lake.

 Construct a kiosk or small shade •	
structure that is developed in 
coordination with Town projects.

Wetland boundaries will need to be •	
delineated early in the site planning 
process. 

CR 234 (south to Marion line)

 E•	 xplore the addition of wildflower 
plantings along selection portions of the 
corridor.

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

I-75 GATEWAY

Type - Gateway

 Add an iconic sign, sculptural element or •	
structure that is a strong visual element 
and could serve as a landmark and be 
used for wayfinding and orientation. 

 Ensure the design is simple and straight •	
forward … It mainly just says “you’ve 
arrived here - you’re on the OFHH.”

 Utilize lighting for emphasize the iconic •	
sign or sculptural element.
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enhance the site.

CARR PROPERTY

Type - Wayside Sign

 Add a wayside interpretive sign. •	

 Provide a trailhead that includes •	
directional signs and orients visitors to 
Price’s Scrub...Explore the possibility of a 
trailhead leading to Barr Hammock.

 Add landscape plantings to visually •	
enhance the site.

CR 234 - a.k.a. ROCHELLE ROAD

 P•	 rovide a separate multi-use path on the 
north side of the road.  The path should 
typically be 8’ wide but will vary based on 

site conditions.  The 
path should meander 
to follow a gently 
curving alignment 
where space allows, 
and weave around the 
scattered Live Oaks in 
the ROW  as well as 
other significant native 
vegetation.  design 
and construction 
should be tailored 
to protect visual and 
natural resources.

Add a narrow, •	
unpaved equestrian 
path on the east side of the road, and 
link this path to Lochloosa trails and 
existing Hawthorne Trail at the north 
end of Paynes Prairie Preserve, and to 
Micanopy on the south end. 

 Develop a meadow and wildflower •	
palette for the ROW beyond any required 
mown zone at the road edge.

 Develop a long term management •	
agreement to maintain Live Oak cover in 
an open mosaic pattern.

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

OAK RIDGE CEMETERY

Type - Kiosk

 Provide a small to medium kiosk that •	
includes signage panels.

 Provide one to two benches or other •	
seating opportunities.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities.
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CAMP CANAL / PRAIRIE CREEK

Type - Kiosk/Trailhead

 Ensure the pull-off can accommodate •	
two to six vehicles. 

Provide a small to medium kiosk that •	
includes signage panels.

 Provide one to two benches or other •	
seating opportunities.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian, •	
bike, and equestrian paths.

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area. 

 Include signage with access rules and •	
safety suggestions for use of trails.

 Provide a trailhead that offers access to •	
Lochloosa trails.

 Provide a trailhead on both sides of the •	
road that is used for canoe launch. 

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

Wetland boundaries will need to be •	
delineated early in the site planning 
process. 

ROCHELLE

Type - Outdoor Interpretive Center

 Add a medium size open air shelter or •	
two to three smaller kiosks grouped 
together to provide opportunities for 
interpretation.

 Provide one to two benches or other •	
seating opportunities.

 Incorporate landscape planting to •	
improve visual quality.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian, •	
bike, and equestrian paths.

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area. 

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

 Provide a trailhead that connects trails •	
to Alachua Conservation Trust (ACT) 
property and/or paths into old Rochelle.

 Provide a trailhead to the future rail-trail •	

to Evinston, if developed.

CR 2082

 E•	 xplore the implications of scenic byway 
controls on adjacent properties. 

CR 20 / CR 2082 GATEWAY

Type - Kiosk

 Provide a kiosk for wayfinding and •	
interpretation.

Provide a path connection to the •	
Hawthorne Trail

CR 234 NORTH OF ROCHELLE

Extend the separate multi-use path •	
along one side of the road, to connect to 
linkages to the north outside the OFHH. 
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Consider painting the shoulder and •	
bike lane a different color or using a 
pigmented pavement.  This pavement 
coloration may visually narrow the travel 
lanes, causing drivers to reduce their 
speed.

Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

Consider a minor gateway sign or kiosk •	
at the SR 20 intersection

CR 346 from 441 / MICANOPY to CR 325 

Develop a •	 separate multi-use paved path 
on one side of road only. The path should 
be a minimum of 10’ wide.  Keep the 
other side of the road green & open; the 
north side of the road may be better for 

a trail but either should work.  The path 
should generally be parallel to the road.

Utilize a meadow and •	
wildflower palette for ROW 
planting beyond any required 
mown zone at road edge.

Establish a long term •	
management agreement to 
maintain the Live Oak cover in 
an open mosaic pattern. 

 Consider the possibility •	
of redesigning the 225 
intersection to make crossings 
as safe as possible for users 
of proposed trails.  Carefully 
evaluate how any changes may 

impact the scenic road status and visual 
quality.

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

 Establish l•	 andowner incentives to retain 
visual quality of the rural / working 
landscape.

CR 346 AT CR 225

Type - Kiosk / Future Trailhead

 Provide a small kiosk.•	

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian, •	
bike, and equestrian paths.
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to Rochelle, if developed.

 Provide a pull-off and parking for a few •	
cars.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

RIVER STYX CROSSING

Type - Kiosk / Future Trailhead

 Provide a small or medium kiosk, or •	
possible a small shelter.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Develop a pull off and parking for two to •	
five cars.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area. 

 Provide signage with access rules and •	
safety suggestions for use of trails.

 Establish a trailhead for a canoe trail •	
to Orange Lake, Cross Creek, and the 
River Styx.

Wetland boundaries will need to be •	
delineated early in the site planning 
process.

CR 346 TERMINUS AT CR 325

Type - Kiosk 

 Provide a small kiosk.•	

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an air •	

pump, water fountain, and seating. 

SW  185th AVE 

 Provide on-street bike lanes whenever •	
the road is improved … widening the 
pavement from 18’ to proposed 28’ width.   

 Include minor wildflower accent •	
plantings.

 Consider less frequent mowing to •	
manage the roadside more as a 
meadow.

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

 Establish landowner incentives to retain •	
visual quality of the rural / working 
landscape.

CR 225

Develop a separate multi-use paved •	
path on one side of road only … the path 
should be a minimum of 10’ wide. 

Incorporate roadside wildflower plantings •	
and other native plantings to reduce 
mowing requirements.

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

 Establish landowner incentives to retain •	
visual quality of the rural / working 
landscape.

EVINSTON

Type - Outdoor Interpretive Center

 Provide a group of two to three small •	
shelters and kiosks rather than one 
medium to large shelter.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Provide benches or other seating •	
opportunities.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities.

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area. 
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Minimize the visual impact of design •	
elements in order to preserve the historic 
fabric of Evinston.

Explore opportunities for extending the •	
equestrian trail network.

Explore opportunities for adding horse-•	
drawn carts as a tourism attraction.

CR 325

 T•	 he County has plans to provide 11-foot 
travel lanes and 4-foot paved shoulders 
… paved shoulders may or may not be 
signed and marked as bike lanes, but 
they will function as such.

Consider an alternate design for the •	
portion of the corridor not included in the 
current County project (i.e., north of CR 
346) incorporating a separate multi-use 
path on one side of the ROW.

 Incorporate wildflowers and other native •	
plantings in the ROW where appropriate.

 Work with adjacent public landowners for •	
pineland edge treatment.

 Consider the possibility of adding a •	
crossing at the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 
site.

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

 Establish landowner incentives to retain •	
visual quality of the rural / working 
landscape.

325/301 GATEWAY (ISLAND GROVE)

Type - Kiosk

Provide a kiosk with a gateway signature •	
element.

MARJORIE KINNAN RAWLINGS STATE 

HISTORIC SITE

Type - Outdoor Interpretive Center

 Develop a new interpretive center near •	
the historic site to serve as a gateway to 
boththis site and the whole OFHH.

 Provide better ADA accessibility•	

 Ensure the site maintains the historic •	
character of the house and grounds, 
including the circulation patterns and 

the sense of gradual arrival to the house 
itself.

LONGLEAF PINE FLATWOODS RESERVE

Type - Outdoor Interpretive Center

 Provide a group of two to three small •	
shelters and kiosks rather than one 
medium to large shelter.

 Add a medium-sized kiosk or structure •	
that includes an open air shelter with 
a number of signage  panels and 
seating strategically oriented for views, 
or provide a cluster of smaller kiosks 
grouped together with at least one shade 
structure with benches.   

 Provide trailheads to several trails … •	
these may include benches and/or 
smaller kiosks or waysides associated 
with individual trails.

 Provide parking for 10 to 20 vehicles ... •	
ensure parking is constructed of pervious 
materials.

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area. 

Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 
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need to be carefully examined early in 
the site planning process to detect and 
delineate any seasonal ponds or areas of 
wet flatwoods that may meet the criteria 

for jurisdictional wetlands.  

325/HAWTHORNE TRAIL GATEWAY

Type - Kiosk or Gateway 

 Provide a kiosk with a gateway signature •	
element

8.0  NEXT STEPS

The idea behind these “next steps” is to 
identify the higher priority items that need 
to be addressed in order to help establish 
and carry forward a viable implementation 
strategy.  

A crucial next step is to promote this vision 
and confirm the consensus of it with a 
broader circle of interested residents and 
visitors.  Key to this effort will be developing a 
marketing strategy on how best to let people 
know about opportunities associated with the 
OFHH. Once this strategy has been defined, 
marketing materials need to be prepared to 

reach a broader audience of residents and 
visitors. 

It is important that the Old Florida Heritage 
Highway be easily identified, and the 
consistent use of a logo is a big step in 
meeting that goal. 

Additional detail is needed before site-specific 
design decisions can be finalized. For priority 
areas along the corridor, additional field work 
is needed. 

It is also important to get detailed site 
surveys in order to determine the viability 
of specific design proposals. The design 
recommendations in this plan are conceptual 
in nature, and “ground truthing” is needed 
to determine the viability of specific 
recommendations. 

It is important that the potential impact of 
Future Land Use and LDC or other regulatory 
changes on the OFHH be considered. It may 
also be advisable to modify existing land use 
regulations to ensure that future development 
is consistent with goals for preserving 
cultural, natural, and visual resources. 

In large part, it is the rural character and 
natural edges of the OFHH’s roadways 
that define  the landscape experience. One 
approach would be to focus on protecting the 

minimum vegetated edges along the highway 
rights-of-way. 

A key next step is to establish a mechanism 
by which the CMC regularly considers 
existing and potential land use regulations. 

The success of the OFHH is dependent 
upon developing partnerships with interested 
organizations and individuals. There needs 
to be a coordination of preservation efforts 
within this region. A maintenance agreement 
also needs to be developed between the 
County, FDOT and/or other public or private 
agency partners to address how landscaping 
above FDOT minimum levels will be cared for 
within the OFHH. 

Improvements to the Old Florida Heritage 
Highway need to be coordinated with 
potential improvements to the Marjorie 
Kinnan Rawlings State Park as well as 
Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park. 

Community participation will continue to be 
critical in the next phases of the implementing 
the Master Plan. Efforts need to be ongoing 
to provide opportunities for the public to 
provide input as plans are finalized.

Additional development and reviews are 
needed for interpretive themes in order to 
determine exactly where and how to best tell 
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for the OFHH is needed.

Programs need to written for the various 
guided interpretive opportunities, and these 
programs need to be reviewed for accuracy 
and consistency. The initial interpretive 
programs developed as part of this project 
need to finalized and applied to specific site 
locations. Interpretive programs help increase 
the appreciation of a byway’s intrinsic 
qualities. 

More detailed design criteria based on the 
general direction established in the Master 
Plan need to be applied as projects are 
implemented.  A materials list also needs to 
be finalized for different structural elements in 
order to ensure a consistent look throughout 
the OFHH.  

Prioritization of Specific Projects

Potential improvements along the corridor 
need to be prioritized in order to determine 
where to begin implementation. This 
prioritization will be based on large part on 
available funding and the constructability 
of a specific project. It is important that the 
first projects be those that will help improve 
visibility for the OFHH. 

Once priority areas have been defined and 
funding obtained, site specific designs need 
to be developed for those areas. 

The plan for the Old Florida Heritage Highway 
focuses on two design types: corridors and 
nodes. The emphasis on the corridors should 
be on preserving the existing visual character. 

There are several different types of “node” 
projects to be developed along the OFHH. 
The development of a gateway at Williston 
Road should be a priority. This gateway will 
be one of the most visible for the OFHH 
because of its proximity to Gainesville. 

Potentially, one of the most accessible 
opportunities for improving the visitor 
experience is at Bolens Bluff. A new outdoor 
interpretive center in this location would help 
inform and orient visitors about the OFHH 
and other critical resources in the region. 
Signage and visibility along US 441 needs to 
be improved, and links to the proposed multi-
use trail along the highway will help improve 
access. 

An outdoor interpretive center at the 
intersection of US 234 and US 441 will 
potentially have a significant impact on 
oriented visitors about tourism related 
activities. It also serves as a trailhead that 

links to the network pedestrian and bike paths 
along the OFHH.

A significant outdoor interpretive center at 
the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings State Historic 
Site could serve as a gateway into the OFHH 
and help inform visitors about tourism, 
recreational and interpretive opportunities. 

A newly renovated visitor center at Paynes 
Prairie will offer major interpretative 
opportunities for the region. It is important 
the interpretive opportunities along the OFHH 
inform visitors about, and are coordinated 
with, what is going on at this visitor center. 

Continued discussions need to occur with 
Paynes Prairie staff to work on details on 
several potential design decisions, include the 
possibility of removing the existing boardwalk 
along US 441. Another approach could be 
to redesign the boardwalk area to minimize 
the visual impact while still allowing visitors 
access from this location on US 441.

There is great concern about the potential 
impact of any design improvements along 
Rochelle Road. Additional design work 
is needed in order to determine how to 
construct a path that is sensitive to the 
existing cultural and natural resources and 
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quality of the corridor. 

The development of trails should be a priority 
for the OFHH corridors, linking the many 
significant destimations and enhancing 
access to recreational and natural areas. A 
top priority should be to develop a separate 
multi-use path along at least one side of US 
441, providing safer and more enjoyable 
linkages between Gainesville, Paynes Prairie, 
Micanopy and points south..  

The addition of trailheads on adjacent 
publicly owned property will help enhance 
connectivity. Among the priorities would be 
to provide a trailhead in Rochelle that would 
connect to a future rail-trail to Evinston.

Safer pedestrian and bike crossings need to 
be addressed all along the corridor. Signals 
should be considered in selected locations 
since they would provide an opportunity to 
add a protected pedestrian crossing across 
the road. Consider a standalone pedestrian 
crossing if a signal light is not warranted, 
although it would not be as secure as would 
one with a light. At the intersection of US 
234 and US 441, the addition of a push-
button activated pedestrian traffic light would 
dramatically improve pedestrian safety. 

It is of course critical that sufficient funding be 
identified to implement the recommendations 
in this plan if the Old Florida Heritage 
Highway is going to meet its stated goals. 
There may be opportunities for general 
funding through Alachua County, but given 
the financial constraints that County budgets 
typically face, Ciounty general fund support is 
expected to be limited. However, the County - 
along with the CMC - may facilitate numerous 
other funding strategies, ranging from federal 
and state grants, to voter-approved initiatives 
such as local option sales taxes or business 
improvement districts, and to other private, 
corporate and philanthropic support.

One significant option is to submit the Old 
Florida Heritage Highway for consideration 
as a National Scenic Byway. A benefit of 
pursuing scenic byway status is that it opens 
up new opportunities for funding. 

Other federal sources such as the TEA 
programs may become viable sources of 
funding for project such as OFHH that provide 
for alternative transportation models.  In 
selected areas such as Micanopy, the Safe 
Routes to School initiative (SRTS) may 
have applicability.  Finally, urban forestry 
and beautification grants at both the state 
and federal levels as well as from private 

foundations may have a role in limited 

applications.
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2.1  Project Goal 
The stated goal of this project is to develop 
a master plan for the Old Florida Heritage 
Highway Corridor that will guide future 
improvements to enhance the area’s 
viability as a destination for heritage and 
nature tourism, preserve scenic value, and 
increase recreational opportunities. 

2.2  Introduction
The Master Plan for the Old Florida 
Heritage Highway Corridor is an opportunity 
to establish the value and importance of 
scenic corridors, and to define how they 
shape and influence our communities.   

The unique corridors in Alachua County 
and their associated cultural and 
natural resources are some of the most 
compellingly beautiful landscapes that 
Florida has to offer.  

Conceived of as a catalyst for the continued 
development of “heritage and nature 
tourism,” implementation of the Master 
Plan, to be successful, must help create the 
motives and mechanisms for preserving the 
character and integrity of the region’s rich 
natural and cultural resources.  

This region, among the most rapidly 
growing – and sprawling – in the nation, 

faces challenges to its continued 
environmental and visual quality – its 
sense of place – even as it enjoys the 
opportunities brought on by its powerful 
appeal.  

The design guidance provided by the 
Master Plan, although conceptual in nature, 
is inspired by the uniqueness of Alachua 
County and its people. The design themes 
and standards for the contemplated 
improvements, as well as the proposed 
strategies for their location,are drawn from 
a thorough and careful understanding of the 
land, the community and the history that 
has shaped them both.  

Only in this way can the vision of the 
Corridor truly help secure the character 
and integrity of this unique land, and help 
to realize the great opportunity it has for 
an environmentally sound and sustainable 
path of economic development that fits 
this fragile landscape. The goal is to move 
forward with a plan that is achievable and 
sustainable, balancing the vision of the 
community and the fiscal responsibility of 
the County.  It is also important to keep in 
mind the constraints of public sector funding 
and the need for phasing strategies that are 
flexible, cost-effective, and opportunistic in 
response to funding successes.

02 |  Project  Overview
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2.3  Participants
Alachua County had previously established 
a Corridor Management Council (CMC) 
which also served as the Steering 
Committee to help guide the direction of 
the project.  The committee includes the 
following members:

David Carr, CMC Chair•	

Ed Geers, CMC Vice-Chair•	

Sandy Burnette, CMC Secretary •	

George Edwards, Friends of Paynes •	
Prairie (FOPP)

JulieAnne Tabone, FOPP and Alachua •	
Conservation Trust

David Jowers, Florida Park Service •	
(Paynes Prairie)

Valerie Rivers, Florida Park Service •	
(MK Rawlings)

Kathleen W. Pagan, Alachua County •	
Staff (Growth Management)

John Pricher, Alachua County Staff •	
(Visitor and Concention Bureau)

Chris Zeigler (Public Works)•	

The design team met with the Steering 
Committee throughout the life of the project.

2.4  Scope of Work
The project was divided into tasks, with 
deliverable products associated with each 
task.  Each task is discussed in more detail 
in the remainder of this section.  

Project Initiation and Establishment 1. 
of the Master Plan Direction

A Kick Off meeting was conducted 
with Alachua County Departments 
involved in preparation of the Master 
Plan. The two primary goals of this 
Kick Off meeting were: (1) To identify 
preliminary issues, review and confirm 
critical project requirements, including 
scope of work and schedule; and (2) 
to discuss relevant information needed 
for the Master Plan, and how this 
information will be provided by County 
staff.  

Public Involvement/Communications 2. 
Plan

Stakeholder involvement is paramount 
in generating enthusiasm and building 
the broad community support for 
innovative parks, recreation, and 
open space planning in the years 
ahead.  A Public Involvement and 
Communications Plan defined the 
number of public meetings that would 

be conducted, as well as timing, 
general locations, and other variables 
to ensure that all stakeholders are 
aware of and have access to the 
panning process. It also identified 
potential additional strategies for 
communicating via the press, web-
based communications, and other 
communication strategy enhancements 
deemed applicable to the project.  

Review Alachua County, Town of 3. 
Micanopy and Matheson Museum 
existing data sources

The planning team compiled necessary 
documents, plans, and other data that 
will benefit the planning process. These 
plans were reviewed to determine what 
benefits or constraints are present 
within the County. Some of the data 
collected includes:

Alachua County 2001-2020 •	
Comprehensive Plan

Alachua County 2020 Future •	
Land Use Map 

Alachua County Land •	
Development Code 

Old Florida Heritage Highway •	
Corridor Management Plan (CMP) 
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Relevant corridor traffic data as •	
provided by Alachua County

Available FDOT right-of-•	
way, utility, sidewalks, multi-
purpose paths and stormwater 
management maps and studies. 

Alachua County aerials•	

Alachua County USGS maps•	

Relevant corridor wetland and •	
environmental information

FDOT five-year work program•	

Alachua County Transportation •	
Capital Improvement Schedule

Town of Micanopy US 441 Design •	
Guidelines

Town of Micanopy Native •	
American Heritage Preserve Plan

Relevant state park management •	
plans (Paynes Prairie and 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings)

Lochloosa Wildlife Conservation •	
Area Management Plan

Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve •	
Management Plan

Field Conditions4. 

The design team performed an initial 
intensive review of visual quality and 
general site conditions throughout the 
corridor and at specific site locations.  
Impressions and observations were 
noted, and key qualitative issues 
as well as legal, regulatory and 
other “real world” constraints were 
documented.   Additional reviews and 
“ground truths” were conducted as 
needed throughout the course of the 
project.

Comprehensive Mapping 5. 

The design team used the best 
available geospatial information, 
augmented with in-the-field surveys 
as necessary to help our vision for 
the corridors fit the reality of existing 
conditions. 

Master Plan Development6. 

The Master Plan is intended to create 
the “framework” for the Old Florida 
Heritage Highway as a “recognizable 
byway with unique characteristics.”   
The Master Plan identifies future, 
discrete improvement projects and lays 
out an achievable and cost effective 
strategy for their implementation. 

The goals in the plan were developed 
in accordance with the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) byway 
principles. Concepts for the Master 
Plan were shaped by feedback from the 
client team and Corridor Management 
Council, as well as public input. This is 
in keeping with the idea of “community-
based consensus and partnerships” 
articulated in the Florida Scenic 
Highway Program (FSHP) mission.  

Project Management7. 

A written status report was periodically 
provided to the County staff and the 
CMC in order to keep both informed 
of progress being made on the Master 
Plan and site plans.  

Project Schedule8. 

The original project schedule of twelve 
months was expanded to ensure 
there was sufficient time to address 
all tasks with adequate opportunities 
for dialogue and feedback with CMC 
members, area residents and other 
stakeholders..
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03 |  Corridor  analysis

3.1  Review of the Corridor
To gain a better understanding of the 
corridors, the design team conducted a 
field review of all of the corridors within 
the study area. This review consisted of 
driving all major roads in the study area, 
and exploring specific areas on foot. The 
corridors were photographed and notes were 
taken to capture initial thoughts about the 
existing character as well as about current 
opportunities and constraints. 

GPS equipment was used to geospatially 
locate critical elements in the corridor, such 
as major views, opportunities for trailheads, 
major tree masses, and other features.

The following are comments from this corridor 
review.

County Road 18, Wacahoota

Starting at County Road 18, Wacahoota  •	

Road …scenic rural Old Florida 

character starting at the west end … 

the corridor becomes more residential 

closer to town … there is evidence 

of development so we want to check 

the minimum lot sizes for this zoning 

category (discovered that the Minimum 

lot size is 5 acres, although there 

may be non-conforming lots, or family 

homesteads may result in smaller lots) … 

very narrow section, with no more than 

18’ of road … This area is labeled as a 

“share the road” segment …

 On the west half of Country Road 18 •	

heading east … nice grassy swales with 

wildflowers … old wire fences with vines 

… intermittent meadows and pastures 

… fairly dense vegetation in places, and 

this is a concern since it attracts deer … 

houses scattered on both sides of the 

road … in a lot of places the tree cover 

comes right up to the edge of the R.O.W., 

which is probably 50’ to 60’ or so … 

 Nice live oaks with palmetto and other •	

brushy vegetation ….
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 Parts of the road where houses are •	

now visible appear less tended, almost 

neglected … 

Grass is overgrown, and the vegetation •	

crowds the ROW … kind of overgrown … 

it is very appealing, but not very tended. 

 3’ tall milkweeds and other vegetation •	

growing in the ROW

 Very pretty view off to the north side •	

looking through woodlands into a big 

open pasture …

 Just east of the new country road on •	

18 this is really where the character 

becomes more residential … now we 

have swales that are mowed, and board 

fence on one side … very different 

character from here into town …

 Passing SW 9th terrace … part of this •	

ROW is more scruffy and untended 

 See ornamental landscaping … couple •	

of parcels of land for sale … several 

houses, but if they are set back from the 

road you don’t see them … they don’t 

have much visual impact on the corridor 

because of existing trees … 

 The area closest to the Interstate has a •	

distinct character … 

Primarily residential  along this corridor, •	

if done right, meaning set back from the 

road, and with preserving existing trees 

along the ROW, this is an area where 

more residential development could fit in 

very well. 

 I-75 is a major visual distraction … it •	

would be difficult for cyclists to  cross 

the bridge at I-75 as is … the road is too 

narrow for cyclists to use it safely … 

Seminary – heading out of Micanopy

 Now heading out of Micanopy on •	

Seminary Street toward County Road 

234 … very much a feeling you are in the 

county … 
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This map shows the extent of the project study area. The road corridors are indicated in yellow.
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It is a two-lane road with grass off the •	

sides … no real shoulder … 

Nice variety of houses, mostly older •	

clapboard houses … very tight ROW … 

Lots of trees with Spanish moss … •	

A 1950s looking house with chainlink •	

fence … live oaks in the yard … 

 There are speed humps, people on •	

bicycles … 

 Character is pretty consistent all the way •	

out to the intersection with 234 … 

 There is an historic Micanopy sign and a •	

school at the intersection with 234 

 The road coming from out of town has a •	

very narrow pavement with, but as it got 

close to the intersection it changed into 

a more standard country road cross-

section with a wider pavement width … 

Country Road 234 has a typical country •	

profile, including pavement width, 

striping, etc. 

On 234 heading SW … 
 Making a left turn from Seminary Street •	

onto 234 … 

 It is a much wider, mowed ROW on both •	

sides … this section has woods on both 

sides …

 Typical current day county road … •	

Passes under I-75 … there is •	

development near the i-75 intersection ...

 Just a couple of blocks west of the •	

intersection it transitions back to rural 

character … 

The road is 24’ wide or so … it does have •	

a much greener, more rural character …
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 This area has a much more open feel •	

than the first roads we traveled on earlier 

in the day … 

 Still on westbound section of 234 … very •	

open, very pretty, well-paved road … 

Traffic is moving pretty fast in sections… •	

Big overhanging Live Oaks with Spanish •	

moss … very green pastures with 

scattered big trees and cows grazing …

 Around the curve on 234 … much more •	

modern, neat, contemporary horse 

farms, new large stucco house, almost 

Boca style house … 

 Speed limit is posted at 65, but people •	

are driving much faster … this is an 

enforcement issue that needs to 

be addressed, and this is true of 

other corridors as well ... 

First leg of Rochelle Road from 
Pearl Store 

 Wide •	 ROW, and a clearing 

behind the ROW for access … 

2-lane road, modern, striping, soft 

shoulder that is mowed … fairly 

dense vegetation … 

As we head farther north we get •	

occasional oaks with branches 

extending over the road … 

On the first gentle curve there are •	

several large oak trees draped with 

Spanish moss … 

 Along the edges of the road are gently •	

sloped grass shoulders … 

Scattered houses, driveways, wire •	

fences .. 

On the left side it is all Payne’s Prairie •	

and on the right it is private, although 

you don’t see houses or drives or any 

development … the road is framed by 

woods on both sides …

 The road seems to meander a little bit in •	

the ROW … for a while it was tighter on 

the private side, with more room on the 

Prairie side …

 We see a cyclist on the road, riding on •	

the white line …

 There is no real paved shoulder through •	

this part of the corridor …

 The tree line has been breaking up a bit •	

on the west side …

Passing the sleepy hollow horse farm •	

… now the character is very different … 
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the tree line is completely gone on the 

left … on the right is a mixture of woods, 

pastures, with long drive ways … on the 

left it is closed in again … 

Coming up to the section that is more •	

public land ownership … much more 

random mosaic pattern of trees … open 

and closed landscape … intermittent 

pattern … different than other parts of 

the corridor …

 Just past Oak Ridge Cemetery where •	

govern perry is buried … there are big 

long open views across private pasture 

lands to the west … 

Getting into the section of Rochelle Road •	

that is starting to be oak canopy covered 

… people move fast along this section of 

road ... as mentioned in other sections, 

this is an enforcement issue ... 

 The really magical part of Rochelle Road •	

is right where Lochloosa is on one side 

and Paynes Prairie is on the left … trees 

and moss completely arch across the 

road here ...

 Come out into the straight of way and •	

the tree cover is less dramatic and there 

is some open sky … nice visual corridor 

with woods on both sides … 

Creek is north boundary of public owned •	

land on both sides ...

Just across the creek bridge … 

 A bit more variety in the road as we get •	

out of the zone that abuts ownership … 

corner of 73rd Drive … 

Cypress trees on one side … some pines •	

and cypress on the other side … 

Open cattle pasture on one side and long •	

drive through woods on the other …

 Just past a little rise in the grade … pines •	

at the top of the hill … 

Last segment of 234 … there are power •	

lines west side of the road … tree had to 

be trimmed because of these lines ... 

On 325 heading north toward Marjorie 
Kinnan Rawlings State Park

 Very de•	 nse vegetation on the right hand 

side … Fairly dense in all directions … 

Scattered home sites ...•	

The road is fairly old, 60-70’ ROW … the •	

road is 24’ with no shoulder ...

Pines plantation to the west … fairly •	

dense vegetation to the east … corridor 

itself is pretty open ...

There might be a few trees here and •	

there that overhang the road, but not 
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many … on both sides of ROW there is 

a path that is cleared and runs parallel to 

the road 

As we get closer to the park, speed limit •	

slows down to 40 mph, there is a very 

sharp turn, and the character really starts 

to change ... 

As you get closer to the house, there are •	

large oaks and Spanish moss that create 

a shaded allee’ … 

Valerie said traffic traffic goes too fast •	

through here … one of the coolest areas 

of the corridor … north of the park it 

becomes more residential in character ...

Residential area is a lot denser as we •	

come around the curve … the Yearling 

Restaurant and other small stores are In 

this area, including Cross Creek Lodge 

and other uses … 

Going pass the creek … fairly wide ROW •	

… 25’ road with no shoulders ...

Trailer park on the east … there are •	

homes on the west side of the road, but 

they are off the road and are not very 

visible … 

Starting here there is additional room to •	

add a bike lane on the west 

Trees on east are overhanging ROW … •	

much more open on the west, and the 

ROW is wider …

 Continuing north on 325 … SE 152 … •	

open space … also cool woods more 

more open than we have seen … a few 

trees on east side that overhang … 

Some scattered trees and trailers, mostly •	

on the east side … ROW is still much 

wider and more open on the west side … 

There is a long straight stretch … this •	

is an old timber road alignment … 

vegetation on both sides … carved 

straight through the forest ...

Turning Left on 346 … 

 Right on the corner of 325 and 346 … •	

the area has been cleared in the last 

couple of years … lots of dead woods, 

some scattered trees … 

The area along 346 is mainly agricultural, •	

with some big open fields … 

Heading west on 346 … older roads, •	

25’ width … no shoulder on either side 

… the ROW is around 70’ … very open 

ROW … ROW is about the same width 

on both sides of the road ... 

Dense vegetation with a few scattered •	

homes primarily on the north side … 

Lots of open pasture to the north side, •	

and dense vegetation to the south side .. 

 Just past Grove Park Wildlife •	

Management area … very open on both 

sides … few if any trees … 

Very open, very wide ROW … good •	

place for wildflowers although there are 

none there now …

 Very similar characteristics … fairly •	

uniform … crossing the River Styx … 

bridge is fairly narrow … very scenic 

… pull –of on east side … parking is 

available for those wanting to access the 

river ... 

Thee is a big change in character once •	

you go past the River … vegetation is 

much closer to the road, much more 

enclosed ...
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You can still see the sky as you drive •	

along the road … 

Road is a lot more curvilinear than on •	

other parts of the road ...

 Just went past 225 … the character is •	

starting to change … big pasture on the 

left-hand side … board fence …

More development on both sides of the •	

road … a pasture and homestead on the 

north side as well …  

 Horse farm … the Last Chance ranch … •	

for sale sign … nice area … 

Big oaks with open areas, starts to get •	

dense again once we get past this area  

Continuing west on 346 … actually a 

very nice road … has a nice character 

… nice curvature of the road … nice 

vegetation … combination of natural 

resources and homestead ...

Tight in places and open back up …road •	

is 25’, slightly older, no shoulder on either 

side … very wide ROW 70’ to 80’ ...

 Stop and took reading on the GPS … •	

really opened up on north side … this 

could be a really active corridor …

You could add a multi-purpose trail, etc, •	

and make this a major recreation corridor 

...

Not many places where you are •	

restricted as to what you can do other 

than where the road crosses driveways 

… 

Close to 441 the character is the same.  •	

441 has a lot more traffic and has a very 

different character … 

Not a lot of traffic on 346 …really opens •	

up as we get close to 441 … open fields 

on both sides … chain link fences, fields, 

llamas, cows … 

On the Northern End of 441 Going South  

 This is the gateway and entrance to our •	

study … does have a bike lane for a 

small piece of the road … 

Has very little character … not very •	

aesthetically appealing ...

Very little that distinguishes it from any •	

other urban area … the ROW is very 

wide … 

2-lane roads on each side, each 25’ in •	

width, with a 20 to 25’ median in the 

middle and grass areas on both sides ...

Very wide ROW … very open … a •	

few scattered cabbage palms … a few 

businesses and residential ...

A little less businesses and residential •	

as you continue down … still very little 

character, but not quite as “ugly” ...

Sequence of gateways … it is the first •	

when you cross 331 … this is the entry 

into the study area … changes to a 

landscape a little simpler … 

First view into the prairie, opens up as •	

you continue down, and then you are in 

the prairie itself … 
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 As you cross the prairie the •	

ROW is very open … no 

trees at all … 

There are eco-barriers on •	

both sides of the road… 

Very powerful space, very •	

open … keep signage 

minimal in this area … 

 T•	 here is a grade as you start 

to make the turn … you get 

the feeling you are leaving 

the prairie. There is a sign that says 

Bolin’s Trail) next left …

As we continue south on 441 there is •	

dense vegetation on both sides ...

The middle is clear of vegetation … very •	

open … total width of ROW is probably 

100’ or so … solid wall of trees on both 

sides of the road ...

There are residential uses here, but you •	

really don’t see much of them because 

of the trees … you know the homes are 

there because of the mailboxes and 

driveways … 

Very different character than what we •	

saw going through the Prairie … 

 Right past Mr. Bobs plants … dense •	

vegetation on both sides … residential 

both sides … 

A few open in vegetation, pastures •	

openings for development … going 

through some S curves … dense 

vegetation on both sides 

Median is pretty flat, just a small swale … •	

Lake is to the left as we head south … •	

south of Wacahoota road the corridor 

has the same basic character 

Fairly uniform as far as the general •	

character … utility lines running along 

east side of the corridor …

 Near Pearls Store it really feels like a •	

small town intersection … you have 

development going on at all corners of 

the intersection...

As you continue south on 441 you quickly •	

get back to the same uniform character 

of dense vegetation along the edges and 

open ROW

In some areas existing uses need to •	

be screened … some homes are very 

visible from the road …

South of 346

Feels a lot like an Interstate zone now •	

… very long views … still residential in 

selected places ...

Large agricultural areas on the west side •	

of the road … vegetation is not as dense 

on the west side ...

25 acres for sale … as we get to •	

southern end of 441, right before you get 
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there the landscape has changed. It is a 

lot more hilly and you don’t have these 

long views anymore 

You get the feeling you are moving back •	

toward civilization – more signs, more 

development, etc. …

SW 185th Ave going East•	

The entrance off of 441 is very cool … •	

441 is very open, but as soon as you 

make this turn things close down … 

The ROW is pretty narrow, and trees •	

overhang the road … the road is older, 

2-lane, 18-ft, not very wide ROW … 

maybe 50’ to 60’ ROW … 

Very country like, very rural  character … •	

Road is on a small ridge … would be •	

difficult to put in a separate bike trail in 

this area ...

As you continue on you go down a hill •	

… nice view of trees with Spanish moss, 

field to the left with a board fence … 

Over to the right (south) is a big •	

agricultural field … 

Trees along ROW, then open fields on •	

the other side … one opportunity is to 

add a bike lane … 

You get a feeling that not much traffic •	

comes through here ...

 As you get toward the eastern end, very •	

different character … couple of older 

homes sitting right on the road … has a 

nice feel ...

Birds chirping, sun, very casual, very laid •	

back … good place to ride your bike ...

 Not much maintenance here it seems … •	

road has not had much work done on it 

for a while – might be an opportunity to 

add a bike lane when FDOT or County 

comes in for road improvements ... 

 Intersection with 225 … nice open views •	

to the south ... 

Homes on both sides … some homes •	

are fairly small … 

Heading North on 225 From County Line

Intersection with 185th … road makes a •	

funny jog … buildings on both sides … 

on the left is the post office/store and a 

big warehouse building … park next to 

warehouse with slide/swings, etc. ... 

Another jog in the road and you are •	

leaving Evinston ... 

There are homes on both sides of the •	

road … very country residential feel to 

this area … homes, yards, big fields, 
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trees … 2-lane road, somewhat newer .. 

18’ or so in width ...

60’ ROW or so … ROW is fairly open, •	

with just a few trees overhanging the 

ROW … the road is fairly curvilinear so 

you don’t get long vi ws showing the 

road … very rural, country feel … lots of 

open fields … nice relaxing fell 

You would not be surprised to find farm •	

equipment on the road … as we continue 

north, the road is very straight … 

Some elevation changes … can’t see to •	

the end of the road … agricultural fields 

on both sides … east side or ROW is a 

little wider and has room for a bike trail ...

Big group of trees at the end of 225, and •	

this serves as a focal point … this is one 

of our favorite roads to travel … 

Because of location it doesn’t seem to •	

have a lot of traffic … more homes on 

the northern end of the road …  

 As we get closer to the bend on 225 •	

there are places on east side of the road 

where it would be difficult to get a bike 

through because of elevation change … 

the road is up on a ridge ...

Not nearly as flat as it was … •	

On east side they are doing clearing •	

under the utility easement and this really 

opens up the corridor – very bad for the 

visual character...

Simple intersection at the north … just •	

vegetation, no buildings … 

North on 325 

 A•	 ll of this land looks public …

The intersection is very open … •	

The road is 20’ or so, not very new or •	

very old … very straight road, probably 

once was a timber road ... 

ROW is wider on east side … sufficient •	

room for a bike trail on either side. Very 

open, very flat ...

Plants are fairly nondescript … a couple •	

of mailboxes and homes, but not many 

… west side of road has a utility line … 

very open on west side ...

Would be easy to put a bike trail on west •	

side … not a lot of traffic … not a lot out 

here … could look at improving this area 

from an ecological standpoint … 

 ½ or 1 mile north of Grove Part … on left •	

… palmetto understory under pines … 

more wildflowers in this area … starting 

to feel a little more floristic … 

 North of pull-in for LL reserve … no •	

longer a wall of woodlands on both sides 

… more variety and more understory 

plants … andropogon, milkweed, etc. in 

ROW … 

Patches of land on either side that are •	

more open … 

 One field has a bunch of 5’ pines … •	

some fields abut ROW while others are 

behind a row of trees …

 On the right there is an even stand of •	

pine – 20’ to 25’ tall … more light up here 

… different character than down south … 

 Junction with 2082 and the Hawthorne •	

trail … get a sense you are coming back 

into a slightly more developed area … 

Can see traffic on Highway 20 moving •	

pretty fast …
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CR 2082

Sand road, with bike path 40’ off to the •	

south … 

Transition back into modern road where •	

2082 merges with 234 ..

 Houses scatted along north side of the •	

road … 

 Older houses – one story, clapboard •	

houses, mostly painted ...

 Second house before you hit patches •	

of woods … empty … oak hammock 

hanging out into the road on both sides 

… not a canopy road … bright and 

sunny.

 Road bed is 30-32’ wide … pretty much •	

all sand … hard pan … no shoulder, just 

young willows and oaks … 

 The road turned slightly … intersection •	

132 SE Blvd … wondering what access 

requirements there are for the road … 

already have the bike trail adjacent to it 

… could minimize footprint of the road … 

 Continuing east … now houses again on •	

north side … 50s, 60s, 70s … look like 

prefab homes … 

 Two properties in a ROW for sale as we •	

continue west on 2082 …

 By Third Bethel Baptist Church … •	

beyond R.O.W. is open on both sides … 

private on both sides … church on the 

south .. grass, board fence, church … 

 Another property is for sale on the south •	

side ...

 Last two 4-sale signs … one was •	

existing house, one looked like property 

… probably can anticipate further 

development in this area since property 

is for sale ... 

 Now transition back into modern world •	

… reached end of unpaved world … 

now on a paved road … contemporary 

community … 

Paved ROW with double yellow line •	

with reflector buttons … 10-12’ lane … 

street signs, mailboxes, fence and power 

lines on north side … continuous line 

of residents on north side of road … 

cleared 15’ or so on other side of PL … 

coming to turnoff for Rochelle Road …

 Guessing that road was 50’ ROW … •	

turning on to 234 back to Micanopy … 

county designated scenic road to the 

north … 
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CR 234 going south

 Drove this road yesterday the other •	

direction … 

Rochelle feels wide open at the start – •	

40’ grass zone off to the right … small 

utility lines and poles … cleared recently 

… 

 Small crest that we have had to climb … •	

road is now dropping away in front of us 

as we head down toward Paynes Prairie 

and Micanopy …

 Land is private on both sides … •	

 Passing pastures … passing line of •	

cypress again …

 Road is flat for a ways … not as open as •	

first segment … most trees our outside of 

ROW … mailboxes and driveways … 

Still a nice woodland feel … don’t see •	

houses from the road …

 Starting to be back in the canopy road •	

section with oaks and Spanish moss ...

 Now road is curving as it continues •	

to rise gradually … one of the coolest 

sections of road … it would be possible 

to put a bike way on west side of the road 

fairly easily ...

Grass and wild flowers are probably •	

about 18” tall and would visually minimize 

the impact of a trail … 

Coming into a section that opens up and •	

shows preservation land beyond … now 

going past cemetery again …

 This section that we have been driving •	

through … the canopy is starting to break 

up a bit … would be a nice experience to 

have a path weave in and around trees in 

the ROW ...

 Now we have gone past cactus driveway •	

… a bit more open in places … for the 

most part we are open to the sky, with 

60’ of open space to the right of the road 

Swale and wet areas would have to be •	

dealt with for a bike trail ...

 Getting back into more equestrian •	

looking area past sleepy hollow horse 

farm … there are big oaks on one side of 

the road … 

There is a big fenced property on the •	

west side with goats grazing … 

Now going around a gentle bend … this •	

section is pretty open … ragged edge of 

woods … 

 Stopped by gate seven into the preserve •	

… at this point the grass margin is about 

50’ from edge of paving to fence … 22’ 

paving here … then grass … 20’-25’ of 

grass before you get to the fence line. 

Lots of room on the west side of the road 

for trails …

 Came around turn and into another •	

section with lots of big trees on east side 

of road overhanging road … one more 

bend then there is 441 up ahead ...
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Micanopy

 Intersection at 441 and 165 … going •	

west on 165 into Micanopy … feels like 

parts of Wacahoota road .. as soon 

as you make the sharp turn you are in 

Micanopy .. 

Pasture to the south as you come in … •	

very nondescript entry … not a feeling 

you are coming into town … pretty … 24’ 

road, no shoulder, trees hanging over on 

both sides … 50’ ROW … tough to put a 

bike trail through here … better as a bike 

lane ...

 Coming into Micanopy … houses are •	

pushed back into the woods … 30 mph 

… not much to slow you down, though … 

more homes, closer to the road as you 

get into town ...

Feeling you are coming into a residential •	

area … don’t feel like you are in the town 

… as soon as you make the turn you are 

into town ... 

Has a very authentic feel to it … you •	

naturally slow down through here … side 

road to the east … you feel you can ride 

your bike anywhere through here ...

Very cool looking to the north … trees •	

overhang the road, nice scale … past 

Herlong mansion … development on 

both sides … 

You have a feeling you are in town … •	

there is a park by fire station … past 

museums … streets, town hall and library 

… church … more homes ...

Can see flashing light at 441 ahead … •	

this is an intimidating intersection

CR 325 heading south from Cross Creek 

 On 325 just south of cross creek … •	

continuing down to 301 … 22’ paving, no 

Existing land use 
reflects - and has 
shaped - how the 
corridors have 
developed over 
time.
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shoulder, 20’ row on east, 25’ on west 

… very open. Lots of pines … fairly new 

pines, with some older … 

There are a number of driveways and •	

mailboxes … 

Some homes are close to the road and •	

some are set back … straight road with 

gradual curves … houses are popping up 

everywhere … 

Near 301 it starts to open up … much •	

denser feel than in other parts … at 

intersection of 301 you are in the town of 

Island Grove … 

CR 325 heading north from Cross Creek

Live oaks and Spanish moss … very •	

rural, agricultural feel … on east, 

adjacent wildlife area … 

On west side of the road the land use is •	

all private …

 Mosaic from pines to hardwood back to •	

pine again … very dense vegetation in 

places and open pastures in others … 

 Intersection of 20 and 234 … going •	

toward Rochelle … red, white and blue 

store at the corner … residential right on 

the corner ...

CR 234 going south toward Rochelle

24’ paving, no shoulder, very open •	

corridor … scattered vegetation … 38 

acres on east for sale … making turn to 

get onto 2082 … triangle piece of land on 

east that is not developed … 

CR 2082 going north/west from Rochelle

 On 2082 with the intersection with 234 … •	

heading northwest … very open here ...

Access to the bike trail … lots of big oaks •	

with Spanish moss … strong sense of 

enclosure … older road ...

Tight ROW … plants coming into the •	

ROW … maybe 50’ ROW … very rural in 

character ...

No driveways, mailboxes, homes … a •	

somewhat neglected feel … scruffy, 

untamed … bike trail on south side … 

You get the feeling it would be a nice bike •	

ride … no need for a bike trail along the 

road ... Lots of shade from the existing 

trees

Probably the tightest corridor because of •	

the vegetation ...

Coming up to intersection with 20 … •	

sharp turn at 20 …

The Micanopy bypass 

Heading south … very open to the right •	

(west) ...very typical vegetation on east 

… no homes on this side … no access 

roads at all … coming up to seminary 

street … 
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Corridors
Protecting and/or enhancing the character of 
the Old Florida Heritage Highway requires an 
understanding of existing land use regulations 
and the potential  implications of these 
regulations. 

It is important to understand what type of 
development could potentially occur within 
the corridors. It may be necessary to modify 
existing land use regulations to ensure that 
future development is consistent with goals 
for preserving cultural, natural, and visual 
resources. 

Each corridor was analyzed to determine the 
potential implications of land use regulations.

County 234 from Rochelle to Micanopy

 Approximately 50% Preservation, 50% •	

Agriculture

 Rochelle is a Rural Cluster•	

 Micanopy is a municipality, approximately •	

1 mile square

County 2082 from Rochelle to County 325

 Approximately 50% Preservation, 50% •	

Agriculture

County 325 from County 2082 to Cross 
Creek

 All of land is in preservation except Cross •	

Creek

 Cross Creek is a Special Area Study•	

County 346 from County 325 to Micanopy

 •	 Approximately 50% Preservation, 50% 

Agriculture

 Micanopy is a municipality, approximately •	

1 mile square

 Small Rural Commercial area on •	

Micanopy’s eastern edge

County 234 from Micanopy to County Line
 Tourism/Entertainment node along I-75•	

 Agricultural to County line•	

County 18 from Williston Road to US 441
 Agricultural for its entire length•	

US 441 from Williston Road to County 
Line
From north to south:

 US 441 begins in an Activity Center•	

 Passes through a Special Area Study at •	

SW 63rd Avenue

 About 1.5 miles of Preservation•	

 About 2 miles of Agricultural with Rural •	

Commercial areas (3 on map)

 About 1 mile of Preservation•	

 Enters Micanopy Commercial Area•	

 About 2 miles of Agricultural before •	

County line

Implications of Rural Agricultural

 •	 Supports rural residential and agricultural 
activities

 Maximum residential density of 1 unit per •	
5 acres

 Rural cluster subdivisions permitted•	

 Voluntary TDR program, selling •	
development rights at 1 unit per 5 acres

 Limited driveway access to rural collector •	
road

 Subdivisions
 Required to have paved internal roads•	

 Subdivisions over 100 lots require a •	
Comprehensive Plan Amendment

 Rural clusters
 Designed to protect natural and historic •	
resources

 Support continued agricultural activities•	



o l d  f l o r i d a  h e r i t a g e  h i g h w a y 41
p a g e

Executive Summary
Project Overview

Corridor Analysis
Landscape Types
Public Participation

Interpretation
Design Themes & Concepts

Next Steps
Sources 

 Appendices 

In the future land use 
plan for the County, 
much of the study area 
will remain rural in 
character.
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 Implications of Rural Clusters within the 

OFHH

 Includes Rochelle and Cross Creek•	

 Rural clusters are small settlements •	

outside of an urban cluster. 

 Focused on major intersection•	

 Generally ½ mile radius•	

 Boundaries are to conform to natural •	

features where possible

 Limited commercial to serve immediate •	

population – 30,000 s.f. max

 Performance standards are identified •	

to keep rural character, including 

landscaping, buffering, parking, building 

massing, signage, lighting

 Non-residential center•	

 Connected local street system•	

 Sub-area plans prepared for each rural •	

cluster to protect rural character and 

natural resources

 Intended to provide recreational and •	
habitat corridors

 Promote continuous open space •	
networks (50% min. open space)

 Density bonus available for clustering•	

 Provides for buffers and setbacks to •	
minimize impact

 Required for subdivisions over 25 units•	

Implications of Rural Commercial
 Size limitations specified•	

 Limited to retail and personal services •	
serving the immediate population

 Maximum 30,000 square feet •	
commercial

 Located at major intersections where •	
possible

Rural Commercial – Agricultural

 Minimize access to arterials and •	

collectors

 Maximum 10,000 square feet unless •	

Special Exception

 Serves rural area•	

 Performance standards including •	

landscaping, buffering, and site design to 

mitigate impacts

Implications of Tourism/Entertainment 
Zones

 Tourist/entertainment commercial uses •	

are oriented primarily toward providing 

services for short term visitors to 

Alachua County

 These commonly include gasoline •	

stations, restaurants, lodging, bed and 

breakfast, and special entertainment 

facilities

 Occurs at I.75 Interchanges•	

 Provide direct access to arterials; •	

preference to intersections

Call for protection of adjacent natural and •	

cultural resources

 Need development regulations that are •	

currently lacking

Implications of Cross Creek Village 
Special Study Area

 Type of rural cluster•	

 Recognition of unique environmental, •	

cultural, and historic conditions
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 Development Regulations

 Village Center Development Area•	

 Village Periphery Development Area•	

 Resource Protection Area•	

 Village Center

 Residential – Single Family•	

 Commercial – Close to village center•	

 Tourism – Small scale uses only•	

 Village Periphery

 Maintain a low density rural community•	

 One unit per five acres or less•	

 •	 No commercial uses

 Future development encouraged away •	
from County Road 325 w/ minimum 
number of roadway entrances

Resource Protection Policies
 Wetlands •	

Upland Habitat•	

Hammocks•	

Lake Buffer Area•	

Historic Preservation Area•	

Bald Eagle Nesting Areas•	

Water Quality•	

Implications of Idylwild Serenola Special 
Study Area

 •	 Location in southeast corner of City of 

Gainesville

 Intended to conserve and enhance •	

natural and cultural resources of Idylwild 

Serenola neighborhood

 Protection of significant upland •	

communities 

 Support public acquisition•	

 Encourage development review•	

 Protect tree canopy areas•	

 Maintain natural character of residential •	

areas through flexibility in development 

regulations

 Preserve Paynes Prairie •	

 Protect Endangered Species•	

 Protect Archeologically Significant Areas•	

 Implementation tools include •	

conservation overlay, setbacks and 

buffers to sensitive resources

 US 441 Corridor mostly passes low-•	

density residential, but OFHH begins at 

Activity Center at US 441 and Williston

Implications of Preservation Buffer 
Overlay District

 All lands within 660 feet of Preservation •	

Lands

 Protect the quality and integrity of •	

preservation lands

 Requires Development Plan Review•	

 Input from Florida Department of •	

Environmental Protection on establishing 

a buffer area

 Must develop on the portion of the •	

site that has least impacts to adjacent 

Preservation Lands

 Minimum buffer of 100’•	

 Maintain Buffer should be maintained in •	

natural state
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Implications of Scenic Road Corridors 
Overlay

 P•	 romote convenience and enjoyment of 

public travel on the highways, roadways, 

and other travel corridors

 Protect natural and cultural heritage •	

scenic road corridors

 Protect public investment in scenic •	

road corridors from activities that impair 

integrity of the corridor

 Provide safe facilities for leisure driving, •	

hiking, and biking

 Provide access to and protect •	

outstanding visual experiences 

 Contribute to the environmental and •	

historical appreciation 

 Attract visitors by preserving natural •	

beauty and scenic views and vistas 

 Protected•	  Area – within 100 feet of 
corridor

The County Commission may:

 Prohib•	 it outdoor advertising

 Prohibit removal of mature trees•	

 Prohibit structures within the protected •	

area

 Prohibit commercial activity•	

 Prohibit overhead utilities•	

Procedures for designation are also •	

addressed in the Scenic Roads 

Ordinance

Master Plan Recommendations for 
Additional Land Use Controls

 Develop additional requirements for set-•	

backs to help protect vegetated edges 

along scenic highway rights-of-way 

 Develop stronger regulations for •	

protecting native and scenic vegetation in 

and adjacent to R.O.W.

 Establish development and signage •	

regulations for Tourism / Entertainment 

Zones to help minimize visual clutter

 Identify priorities for acquisition of key •	

viewing and interpretive opportunities 

along the corridor

 Develop stronger regulations for •	

controlling outdoor advertising along the 

corridor

 Encourage expansion of the existing •	

TDR program 
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04 |  Landscape Types

4.1  Corridor Landscape Types
The study area consists of a wide range of 
different landscape types featuring different 
cultural and natural resources. The idea 
behind identifying Corridor Landscape 
Types is to determine areas that have similar 
characteristics.  It is logical to assume 
that areas with similar characteristics will 
have similar design solutions. The different 
landscape types within tthe study area 
were categorized by the design team 

as:

Edge of Town•	

Paynes Prairie•	

Micanopy•	

Downtown Micanopy •	

Micanopy•	

Greater Micanopy•	

Pine Flatwoods•	

Traditional Country Homesteads•	

Evinston •	

Cross Creek•	

SECTION CONTENTS
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Corridor Landscape Types – Edge of 
Town
The section of 441 just south of the Williston Road has a more 

urban character than most other parts of the corridor. This 

section feels like part of the City of Gainesville to the north. 

This is one of the major entrances into Paynes Prairie.

Transition from Gainesville to Paynes Prairie•	

Take advantage of designated “Activity center” at Williston •	

Road

Enhance tourism opportunities - provide orientation at •	

Williston Road intersection

Maintain “green” feel as you head south •	

Encourage more sensitive development approach •	

Create memorable threshold at gateway to prairie•	
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Corridor Landscape Types – Paynes Prairie

This landscape type includes the areas around the Paynes 

Prairie Preserve. This unique park is one of the most striking 

features of this part of Florida and is one of the area’s biggest 

tourist attractions. It has distinctive natural features that are 

visually stunning and environmentally significant, and it is rich 

with historical associations..

Panoramic, open views•	

Important themes about karst geology, regional history, •	

and natural resources

Roadway is a visual intrusion that provides access to the •	

prairie

Need interpretive elements to explain what people are •	

seeing

Use design approaches to •	

strengthen views into the prairie

Provide immersive opportunities to •	

experience the prairie
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Corridor Landscape Types – Downtown 
Micanopy

This Landscape Type includes the heart of Micanopy. 

It consists of several blocks centered around Cholokka 

Boulevard and has a palpable sense of history that draws 

visitors from all around Florida and beyond. 

The downtown area is on the National Historic Register•	

Architecture is consistent and reflects history of the town•	

Very traditional small town layout and scale •	

Has an authentic feel•	

Preserve historic character of the town - ensure new •	

development is in keeping with existing character
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Corridor Landscape Types – Micanopy
The part of Micanopy outside of the downtown area 
has its own unique charm and character. These areas 
are primarily residential and consists of neighborhood 
streets, an eclectic mix of architecture, and an interesting 
landscape of large trees and primarily native plants.

Great variety of architectural styles•	

Mostly older homes on large lots - typically one acre •	
lots, but some are cut to ½ acre

Train tracks run through the area•	

Very pedestrian friendly  - no sidewalks because they •	
are not needed 

Mixture of newcomers and people who have lived •	
there for generations 
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Corridor Landscape Types – Greater 
Micanopy
Along the fringes of Micanopy, the landscape character 

changes significantly. The area along US 441 has an eclectic 

mix of architectural styles and uses that are different than any 

other area in the corridor. 

 Funky rural commercial area along US 441•	

 A hodgepodge of different architecture and different uses•	

 Some country recreation type uses •	

 Better able to accommodate a wider variety of uses and •	

architectural styles 

 Locals describe this area as part of Micanopy •	
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Corridor Landscape Types – Pine 
Flatwoods
The Pine Flatwoods section consists of pine forests of different 

ages. The roads through this area typically are straight and 

utilitarian. and most likely were originally timber roads. 

Mostly pine flatwoods on sandy level sites•	

 Fire historically maintained open grassy understory•	

 Prescribed burning now used to reduce brush and •	

palmetto

 High biodiversity Longleaf pine - Wiregrass once covered •	

most of SE 

 Local stories reflect regional landscape changes•	

 Pine plantations being restored to natural flatwoods  •	

 Opportunities for immersive wildland trail experiences •	
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Corridor Landscape Types – Traditional 
Country Homesteads 

 Mix of degraded hammock remnants, pastures, houses •	

and yards

 Rural homes, low-scale farming, country estates, and •	

agricultural

 This is a traditional country landscape with older •	

construction

 Preserve mosaic of hardwood trees, open and pasture •	

areas, low-density home sites

 Keeping density low is important•	

 Preserve rural country road character - avoid visual •	

intrusion in the corridor
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Corridor Landscape Types – Evinston
 Traditional country residential,  commercial, and •	

agricultural

 Historic railroad connection•	

 Integration of architecture and cultural landscape•	

 Strong potential as a destination •	

 Opportunities for adaptive reuse and revitalization efforts •	

(North Florida Arts Alliance, etc.)

 Opportunities for interpretation and orientation•	

 Maintain the authentic country feel of the town•	
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Corridor Landscape Types – Cross Creek
 Small area defined on north and south by curves in the •	

road 

 “The shabbiness of the Creek is part of its endearing •	

quality”

 Rawlings’ writings captured the connection with nature •	

that is part of life in this area 

An interpretive focus is on how people have been shaped •	

by the landscape
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05 |  public  par ticipation

5.1  Process of Participation
Community participation was a crucial 
component of the process, and public input 
was carefully considered and incorporated 
into the Master Plan. For this project, the 
design team prepared interim products for 
community and stakeholder reviews at 25%, 
50% and 75% milestones.  

Meetings were held with County staff 
throughout the project in order to ensure 
goals were being met. 

There were also regular meetings with the 
Steering Committee, and these meetings 
were open to the public. In addition, public 
meetings were held to give 
citizens an opportunity to 
participate in the process.

There were also meetings 
with staff from the 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 
State Historic Site, and 
from Paynes Prairie 
Preserve State Park.

Public meetings and 
meetings with County 
staff were tied to the 
percent completion of 
the Master Plan. At 25% 
completion we held initial 
public meeting workshops 

and meet with the CMC to discuss design 
and interpretive themes. 

At 50% completion we presented more 
refined design and interpretive themes as 
well as conceptual site plans, sketches, 
and graphics to illustrate major corridor 
recommendations. These concepts were 
submitted to Alachua County staff, and 
then to the CMC at one of their regularly 
scheduled meetings. 

At 75% completion, site plans, design 
sketches, elevations and cross sections for 
the entire corridor were finalized. 

All meetings were advertised to the public, 

SECTION CONTENTS
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June 27th, 6:30-8:30 pm
Paynes Prairie Visitors Center

Alachua County is preparing a Master Plan for the “Old Florida Heritage 
Highway” to enhance the overall experience for the traveler. 

The nearly 50 miles of roadway corridor that make up the Old Florida 
Heritage Highway goes through the historic communities of Micanopy, 
Evinston, Cross Creek, Rochelle and Island Grove, as well as traversing 
the National Natural Landmark of Paynes Prairie.

The Master Plan will provide a guide for future development, such 
as open space and recreational opportunities and preservation of the 
Corridor.

The first public meeting will 
provide an overview of the 
Master Planning process, 
including opportunities for 
public involvement.

Public Meeting:
Old Florida
Heritage Highway

and copies of preliminary and final documents were made 

available. Comments were incorporated into the final report.

5.2  Public Meetings
Three public meetings were scheduled throughout this 
planning process.

Public Meeting No. 1
The first public meeting was conducted June 27, 2007, in 
Micanopy. The intention of this meeting was to introduce the 
project, define the process and approach that would be used, 

Announcement for public meeting.
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and preliminary results of initial inventory 
and analysis that was conducted in the 
corridors. There were also discussions about 
opportunities for public participation as well 
as about future steps in the design process.  

The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 

 Team Introduction•	

 Project Goals & Objectives•	

 Corridor Analysis•	

 Landscape Types•	

 Design Themes•	

 Interpretive Program•	

 Opportunities for Participation•	

After an introduction by Kathleen Pagan, the 
design team discussed the goal of the project, 
which was 
to develop 
a master 
plan for the 
Old Florida 
Heritage 
Highway 
Corridor. The 
objectives of 
the plan were 
identified as 
the following:

 •	 This Plan focuses on the implementation 
of a heritage corridor that utilizes natural, 
cultural, and recreation resources as 
attractions for building tourism. 

 The Plan serves as a guide for future •	
development and preservation of the 
scenic corridor.

 It utilizes tourism as a strategy for •	
protecting and preserving resources in 
the corridor. 

There was a discussion about the types of 
design elements that would be addressed 
during the project. These include:

 Kiosks•	

 Corridor entry features•	

 Trailheads •	

 Boardwalks•	

 Visitor centers and contact stations•	

 Site identification / placename signs •	

 Interpretive signs •	
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 Overlooks, viewpoints, and turnouts•	

 Interpretive waysides•	

 Trails (pedestrian, bike, equestrian, etc.)•	

 Fences•	

 Benches•	

 Transportation improvements •	

 Roadway intersections•	

 Medians •	

 Road crossings•	

 Guardrails•	

General data that made up part of the 
corridor analysis included: an elevation 
model; future land use; and vegetative types 
of Alachua County.

The design team led a discussion of the 
concept of Corridor Landscape Types and 

how they would be applied to this project. 
These landscape types are important 
because they are used during later phases of 
the project to help determine specific types 
of recommendations to improve the corridor. 
The different types of Corridor Landscape 
Types included the following:

 Edge of Town•	

 Paynes Prairie•	

 Micanopy (Downtown Micanopy, •	
Micanopy, and Greater Micanopy)

 Pine Flatwoods•	

 Traditional Country Homesteads•	

 Evinston •	

 Cross Creek•	

Public Meeting No. 2
The second public meeting was held 
November 15, 2007, in Micanopy. The agenda 

for this meeting was as follows:

Team Introduction•	

Project Goals & Objectives•	

Understanding the Corridor•	

Protecting Character of Landscape •	
Corridor Types

Themes•	

Design Elements & Concepts•	

Interpretive Program•	

Locations of Interpretive Themes•	

Next Steps•	

The presentation focused on understanding 
the corridor.  Each landscape type was 
discussed, and the unique characteristics of 
each were presented.  The basic idea was 
that the public needed to understand what 
was in the corridor, and how to protect what 
was there in order to have an understanding 
of specific recommendations. 

Part of the presentation examined preliminary 
themes for the corridors. The major themes 
are: 

Natural resources driving the dynamics •	
of human settlements

Landscapes changing though time•	

Design themes were also discussed, as were 

Design Concepts. These included:

Gateways•	

Visitor Centers•	

Interpretive Centers•	

Kiosks•	

Wayside Signage•	
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Directional Signage•	

Trails•	

Rail Trails•	

River Trails•	

Potential locations for each design concept 
was presented. 

The basic concepts and approach for the 
interpretive program were discussed. This 
included general interpretation themes, 
major historical themes, and major ecological 

themes. The general shape, size, and color of 
signage was addressed. 

Interpretive themes were explored for specific 
locations within the study area. Some themes 
are more appropriate for some locations than 
others.

The next steps for the project were identified 
as being to refine designs and to develop a 
preliminary draft of the Master Plan report.

Public Meeting No. 3 
On April 16, the design team conducted the 
third public meeting in Micanopy. The primary 
focus of this meeting was to present refined 
concepts, logo designs, and interpretive 
themes. The intention was to get public 
consensus on recommendations area. 

Recommendations were offered for each 
corridor and for key locations within the study 
area. Plans, sections, and sketches were 
prepared to help illustrate what different 
concepts would look like, and how they would 
be integrated with existing conditions.  

5.3  Steering Committee 
Meetings
Four Steering Committee meetings were 
scheduled throughout the planning process. 
These meetings were important because they 
help ensure that the project goals and scope 
of work were being addressed. 

Steering Committee Meeting 
No. 1 
On June 27, 2007, the design team met with 
the Steering Committee to  discuss future 
plans for the Old Florida Heritage Highway. 
The project goals and objectives, scope of 
work, schedule, and process were addressed. 
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The design team presented a preliminary 
copy of the information to be shared with the 
public. The Steering Committee reviewed the 
materials and changes were made to more 
accurately convey concepts and ideas. 

The Committee also offered suggestions on 
key issues that needed to be addressed as 

part of the project. 

Steering Committee Meeting 
No. 2 
On November 15, the design team met with 
the Steering Committee. The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss initial analysis of the 
corridors, general concepts and approach, 
interpretive themes, and preparation for the 
upcoming public meeting.

There was also discussion about 
understanding the corridor, and about each 
landscape type and the unique characteristics 
of each.   

Part of the presentation examined preliminary 
themes for the corridors. 

The basic concepts and approach for the 
interpretive program was discussed. This 
included general interpretation themes, 
major historical themes, and major ecological 
themes. The general shape, size, and color of 
signage were addressed. 

Interpretive themes were explored for specific 
locations within the study area. Some themes 
are more appropriate for specific locations 
than others.

The next steps for the project were identified 
as being to refine designs and to develop a 
preliminary draft of the Master Plan report.

Steering Committee Meeting 
No. 3 
On February 13, 2008 at 2:30 p.m., the 
design team meet with the Steering 
Committee at the Matheson Museum in 
Gainesville, Florida. The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss design themes and 
logos, and to present preliminary design 
concepts. The discussions were very positive 
and they provided very good input on future 
directions. Comments from that meeting are 

as follows:

Themes
 Seemed to support the idea of a mixed •	
Settlement and Nature theme

 Nature oriented themes seemed more •	
timeless 

 With both Settlement and Nature, don’t •	
forget that this place has a very long 

history

Logos

 •	 They liked the use of a circle with the 
logo, in part because it helps distinguish 
OFHH signage from other signs.

 Liked spelling out Old Florida Heritage •	
Highway instead of just using OFHH 
initials

 Liked the idea of putting Old Florida •	
Heritage Highway around the outside of 
the circle for the logo

 We aren’t going to pick out one logo … •	
we are going to define a concept, and 
then include possibilities on what the 
concept would look like

 Include cranes – either flying or standing •	
… they like the logos with only one crane 
as opposed to multiple cranes

 Like the red/orange color in the •	
background

 Did not like the drop out letters -  thought •	
they were too hard to read

 Wanted to see one concept with a tree •	
and Spanish moss, crane, and prairie 

 Keep logos sketchy, but articulate the •	
types of colors, materials, different ways 
to construct, potential usage, etc.

 Show examples of using logo within •	
context … for interpretive signs, 
directional signs, structures, brochures, 

etc. 
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Structures at Nodes
 Liked the typical roof form as the basic •	
visual element that ties everything 
together 

 Concerned that green roofs would be •	
difficult to maintain 

 It was mentioned that planting vines that •	
can be used to cover the roof may be a 
better idea 

 Liked the “cranes on a stick” and other •	
kinds of vertical elements

 Not overly supportive of water towers or •	
chimneys as visual elements

 Concerned that some “natural” materials •	
would not last very long … encouraged 
us to consider the durability of materials

 Liked the use of local durable stone •	

 Not many comments on fencing, •	

benches, or other elements

Steering Committee Meeting 
No. 4 
On July 8, 2008, the design team met with 
the Steering Committee to present the final 
Master Plan for the project. 

One major point of discussion was the next 
steps, and how to implement the project in a 
way that is consistent with stated goals and 
objectives.

5.4  Meetings with State Parks
A meeting was held with each of the two 
state parks within the study area. In addition, 
the design team also reviewed planning and 
interpretative documents from the two parks.

Meeting with Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings State Historic Site
EDAW landscape architects met with staff of 
the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings State Historic 
Site to discuss how future plans for the Old 
Florida Heritage Highway “fit” with those of 
the park. The following are comments from 

that meeting:

One of the original stipulations when •	
Rawlings donated the site is that tit 
will not be a museum. This stipulation 
may have an impact on future planning 
decisions. 

The park acquired additional property •	
approximately 5 years ago. They could 
acquire the county park property if their 
was an interest in doing so, and if they 
budget would allow for this. They had an 
option to acquire the site 5 years ago, but 
did not have sufficient staff to manage 
the site, so decided not to pursue it.  

They would like a visitor center to focus •	
on thematic issues, such as the way 
people here have worked and lived with 
nature and the landscape.  

There are several possible locations •	
for a visitor center. These include: (1) 
on country property near the existing 
parking area; (2) on the north property 
where the land has already been 
disturbed; (3) on land on the other side 
of road east of where the house was 
located; and (4) a smaller center near 
the front edge by the existing parking on 
county park. 

An archaeological survey would need to •	
be conducted regardless of where the 
park wanted to build a new visitor center. 
There is a good possibility of a pre-
Columbian settlement somewhere in the 
area, and it could be on the property.  

There is concern about the maximum •	
carrying capacity of the site. They do not 
want to have so many people visit that it 
destroys the character of what is there.  

One issue is ADA accessibility. It would •	
be helpful to have a lift or something like 
that to help with access into the house. 

There have been several people ask •	
about getting married at the park. To date 
they have not formally supported this 
kind of activity, but it may be something 
to consider in the future.

The tenant house was moved to its •	
existing location from the other side of 
the street. 

There is some confusion about whether •	
the property is leased or owned. One 
issue is whether the property includes 
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land above the high water level or 
not. Is the State’s Water Management 
Department in charge of these areas, or 
is the park?

The park is currently working on a unit •	
plan which would guide future decisions.  

There used to be a trail on the east side •	
of the property, but that was closed 
because it was to close to a bald eagle 
nest. It is unclear whether the nest is still 
occupied or not. 

The existing road would have to be •	
widened if bike paths are added along 
the road. If there were a bike trail on 
325, it should be on the east side of the 
road. A bike trail makes sense because 
the site is only 5 miles or so from the 
Hawthorne Trail. 

It would be possible to put a bike trail on •	
the north part of the property, but this 
would not be very good for mountain 
bikes.

The east part of the property could be •	
used for equestrian usage, but only if 
there is no longer a bald eagle in the 
area. 

A scenic byway should focus on both •	
nature and history.  

The staff would like to add walking paths •	
on the property. Visitors need to have 
trails because of chiggers, sand ticks, 
and other critters that are a problem if 
you get off the path. 

The park staff feels they have done a •	
good job of preserving the look and 
character of the original site, and they 
want to make sure they continue to do 

this with future plans.  

Meeting with Paynes Prairie 
Preserve State Park
Landscape architects with EDAW met with 
Paynes Prairie staff to discuss future plans for 
the park, and how those plans fit with those of 
the Old Florida Heritage Highway. Comments 

from this meeting are as follows:

There have been no big changes at •	
Paynes Prairie

There have been some discussions •	
about purchasing the Stardust Ranch 
property

The only way the park would pick up •	
property along other roads is if it is from 
Alachua Country Trust or other similar 
organization, but there are no plans for 
that to happen

There is interest in purchasing the Barco •	
property off of County Road 234

There is also interest in the Williams •	
property (on 441 on the other side of the 
lake), but there is no indication of interest 
to sell 

There is not a problem identifying these •	
three properties … the park would like to 
have them in order to better protect the 

preserve and help meet natural resource 
management objectives  

The Barco property is around 1000 •	
acres, and if it were developed this would 
have a significant impact

There is a 100 ft. buffer along major •	
roads, and this will help preserve land 
adjacent to the park

The park is a partner on the DeSoto Trail •	
exhibit, which will provide kiosks where 
DeSoto traveled the state

Much of the park needs to be improved •	
and updated

Staff believes that removing the existing •	
boardwalk along 441 would be a mistake 
because it is one of the most visited 
spots in the park

The boardwalk area could be enhanced •	
rather than removed  

T•	 he boardwalk is a maintenance problem 
and it also presents a resource challenge

Creating a loop trail would probably result •	
in expanding the existing boardwalk

It would be helpful to have a tall structure •	
that would provide views of the prairie

The Bolen’s Bluff area could be •	
expanded

The dike is not accessible from Bolen’s •	
Bluff when it is flooded
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There have been situations involving •	
deviant sexual behavior at Bolen’s Bluff, 
and this is a concern

Additional security at Bolen’s Bluff would •	
help make the area safer

Potential kinds of trails … existing pattern •	
of horseback riding … in from Rochelle 
Road … 

Off of 234, there is no incentive to •	
providing access for equestrian trails

Grove Park currently has equestrian •	
trails, and there are trail heads off of 325 
and 225 for equestrian usage

There is a park and ride connected to the •	
Hawthorne Trail in Gainesville

Trails and trail heads are not always •	
clearly marked 

There is concern for equestrians riding •	
along 234 because cars are going by at 
70 mph

There is an equestrian trail across the •	
I-75 south of Ocala

The park prefers a passive recreation •	
experience and does not support all-
terrain vehicles (ATV) 

In Grove Park ATVs are allowed on road •	

Currently the park does not have a •	
significant problem with ATVs

People are under utilizing the existing •	
trails for off-road biking

There are better places to ride mountain •	
bikes so trails don’t get much use here 

Santos and Ocala are great places to go •	
off-road biking 

There are a group of folks that would like •	
trails across the preserve, but the staff is 
not convinced that is the best approach

The park received more than 250,000 •	
visitors last year

The staff want more people to get to the •	
visitor center … only get something like 
25,000, which is about 10 percent of the 
total number of visitors

Kiosks are not sufficient to tell the story •	
of the Prairie

The role of the visitor center is to connect •	
to the stories at the satellite sites 

There is long-term interest in putting •	
a canoe facility along 234, but there 
is concern because there is only a 
short period of time the waters can be 
navigated 

Many portages require a serious •	
canoeist, and in the past there have had 
to be rescues because canoeists have 
gotten lost
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6.1  Interpretive Principles
There are basic principles of interpretation 
that the Master Plan recommends be applied 
to the Old Florida Heritage Highway. These 
principles enhance both guided interpretation, 
in which an interpreter is present with visitors, 
and self-guided interpretation, such as 
exhibits and brochures, which do not require 
an interpreter be present.

There are two sets of principles that are 
commonly used in interpretation. These are 
the Field and Wagar’s “Five” and Freeman 

Tilden’s “Six.”

Field and Wagar’s Five:
Visitors and leisure settings are diverse; 1. 
a variety of interpretive approaches is 
required.

 Visitors anticipate a relaxed and 2. 
enjoyable atmosphere.

 Interpretive information must be 3. 
rewarding to visitors.

 Interpretive information must be readily 4. 
understood.

 Feedback is essential in gauging the 5. 
success of interpretive programs.

Freeman Tilden’s Six:
 Interpretation is not just the presentation 1. 
of information; it is revelation based on 
information.

06 |  Interpretation

 Interpretation must relate what is 2. 
being displayed to something with the 
personality or experience of the visitor.

 Interpretation’s primary purpose is 3. 
provocation, not instruction.

 Interpretation for children (less than 12 4. 
years old) should be specially prepared 
and not be just a dilution of the adult 
version.

 Interpretation must present a complete 5. 
story, and should relate to the whole 
person.

 Interpretation is an art, and as such it is 6. 
teachable.

6.2  Major Themes: 
Two major themes were established for the 
Old Florida Heritage Highway. These themes 
should be used as the foundation for all future 

interpretive efforts. They are:

Natural resources driving the dynamics •	
of human settlements 

Landscapes changing through time, the •	
result of both natural phenomena and 

human activity
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6.3  Minor Themes: 
 Understanding the landscape as •	
snapshots in time 

 Celebrating the unique natural resources  •	
of this place

 The authentic rural, working landscape•	

6.4  Interpretive Programs
 Interpretive programs help increase •	
the appreciation of a byway’s intrinsic 
qualities.

 Signs, displays, brochures, voice •	
recordings, and other interpretive media 
ensure opportunity for learning and 
enjoyment.

 Interpretive services attract visitors, •	
entice them to stay longer, give a greater 
appreciation of the byway, and help meet 

management objectives.

6.5  General Interpretive 
Themes
Tell the story of:

 The rural working landscape•	

 The succession of people that have •	
chosen to settle here

 The unique natural environment•	

 The richness and diversity of the wildlife•	

 The impact natural resources have had, •	
and are having, on human settlement

6.6  Major Historical Themes
 •	 Micanopy as an important Native 
American town

 Micanopy as Florida’s first inland •	
European settlement

 Spanish ranches on Paynes Prairie •	
(combined/coupled with grazing ecology 
topic)

 Bartram’s visit •	

 The Seminole wars •	

 Citrus industry/1890s freeze (integrated •	
with other agricultural and climate cycle 
topics)

 Transportation development shifting •	
commerce patterns

 Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings •	

 Archie and Marjorie Carr (with Archie •	
linked to reptiles and Marjorie to 

conservation history) 

6.7  Major Ecological Themes
 •	 Karst hydrogeology

 Reptiles•	

 Road barriers and crossings•	

 Grazing•	

 Pineland history and dynamics •	
(emphasizing fire)

6.8  Interpretive Signage
 Incorporate geometric representation •	
that is inspired by Nature and blends with 
the landscape

 Apply shapes that are recognizable •	
as the Old Florida Heritage Highway 
signage

 Use local and green materials•	

 Provide universal access•	

 Inform the local citizenry and tourists •	
alike about the real Florida.

 Use bold background photo of site, •	
vegetation or historic information 

 Use bright bullets to locate and explain •	
importance to the site

 Dedicate portion of sign to children’s •	
interactive or explanation

 Design text to accommodate visitors •	
with varying interests, time and physical 
capabilities

 Provide an area for brochures•	

 Tell a story•	
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 Use inquiries as an interactive •	

 Since funding is finite, determine which •	
topics are presented in interpretives, 
which may be presented in other media, 
and which deferred 

 Reinforce information at trail heads, •	
kiosks, etc. with trail graphics

6.9  Location of Themes   

      
Gateway - Photo Op  

Williston Road   

Visual elements, such as cranes  •	
    

I-75  

Visual elements, such as cranes  •	
    

Visitor Center - Enclosed   
      
Payne’s Prairie   

Story of establishment as a park•	

William Bartram•	

Alachua Sink   •	

Alachua Lake and the Steamboat Ferry•	

Drainage Schemes  •	

The Great Alachua Savanna •	

Prehistoric Grazers •	

Historic Wildlife - Bison and Grazing •	
Ecology 

Indigenous Peoples throughout the •	
Prairie’s History

Spanish Ranches•	

Cracker Cowboy Culture - the Cattle, the •	
Horses, and Today’s Trail Networks  
 

Cross Creek   

[may be enclosed or open-air, depending on 
FDEP planning & budgeting]

Establishment of Cross Creek •	

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings•	

Marjorie’s role protecting the Ocklawaha•	

The Yearling •	

Local Historical Inhabitants - Timucuan, •	
Creeks, Crackers, African-American

Local Industry - Orange groves, fishing •	
camps (Bream)   

Interpretive Center - Open Air
Williston Gateway  

History of 441, the region and the OFHH•	

Reptile Mecca•	

Birdwatcher’s paradise •	

Dispersal Corridors   •	

I-75   

History of I-75, the region and the OFHH•	

Reptile Mecca•	

Birdwatcher’s paradise•	

Dispersal Corridors•	

North Rim Overlook
Water Wars•	

Roadkill•	

Wildlife crossing•	

Historic Local Extremes•	

Historic Climate Cycle•	

Global Warming•	

Bolen’s Bluff
Shifting Mosaic of Marshes and Prairies•	

Serengeti Phenomenon•	

Ecological Barriers•	

Historic Local Extremes•	

Historic Climate Cycle•	

Global Warming•	
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Turpentining damaged remaining trees•	

Fire suppression allowed hardwood •	
invasion

Pulpwood plantations replaced real pine •	
forests   

Ecological restoration turning plantations •	
back into “natural” pinelands 

Tung Trees   •	

Hardwood Hammocks  •	

Red Oak Woods  •	

Pineland history and dynamics •	

(emphasizing fire)  

Rochelle  

Establishment of Rochelle •	

Perry Plantation  •	

Hub for Florida Southern Railroad•	

Cattle raised for the confederacy was •	
shipped from Rochelle  

Cotton   •	

Sawmills   •	

Evinston   

Establishment of Evinston •	

Vegetable gardening, farming (tobacco?)•	

Boat landings and fishing camps along •	
Orange lake

Micanopy
Indigenous Peoples throughout •	
Micanopy’s History - (Micanopy as Native 
American capital)

Establishment of the town of Micanopy - •	
First Inland European Settlement

William Bartram•	

Second Seminole War•	

Agriculture - Citrus Industry and its •	
demise (turn of the century freezes)

Transportation as it relates to making •	
the town a mercantile center - railroads, 
stage coach

Franklin Crates - use of magnolia •	
(hardwood hammock clearing/
degradation)

Movie Location•	

Hippies and Artists that changed •	
Micanopy

Agriculture - Reddick Hardware•	

Lake Tuscawilla   

Seminole History as it relates to the •	
burial mound   

Story of the discovery of the mound and •	
the process of establishing it as a park

Exotic Crops   •	

Longleaf Pine   

Original longleaf forest dominated the SE •	
Coastal Plain   

Huge trees and open grassy •	
groundcover were maintained by fire

Pineland on level sites with high water •	
table and hardpan are Flatwoods vs. 
sandhill or scrub  

Most local pinelands were Flatwoods•	

Extraordinary groundcover diversity •	
changed with the seasons 

Cattle favored wiregrass over decreasers•	

Big trees harvested •	
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Kiosks

Tacoma
Guava Jelly - “Tacoma Gold”•	

Railroad Whistle•	

Moses E. Levy’s Pilgrimage Plantation•	

Wacahoota terminus
de Soto Trail•	

South Gateway

346/225   

Edge Effects •	

River Styx   •	

Climate changes    •	

346 Terminus   

Oak Ridge Cemetery   

Camp Canal/Prairie Creek
Drainage Schemes  •	

20/2082   

Wayside Sign •	

Downtown Micanopy 

Bartram’s Cuscowilla Mound site•	

Steamboat Ferry •	

2082 

Karst Geology •	

234 - Carr Property 

 Conservation Leadership•	

 Archie linked to reptiles and Marjorie to •	
conservation history
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6.10  Logos
One objective of this project was to develop 

a logo that would represent the Old Florida 

Heritage Highway. The logo would help 

create a sense of unity by identifying all 

elements related to the OFHH. 

A wide range of logo alternatives were 

developed and shared with the Steering 

Committee. Members of the committee 

offered suggestions on what worked, and 

what did not work, and another set of 

alternative concepts were generated. 

The consensus was that the logo should be 

round, should have ‘Old Florida Heritage 

Highway’ around the outside edge, should 

include an image of a crane, and should be 

simple, yet distinct enough to be recognized 

by motorists driving by at high rates of 

speed.  

Recommended Logo
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Alternative concepts for a logo 
for the OFHH
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07 |  Design Themes & Concepts

SECTION CONTENTS

7.1  Introduction

7.2  Design Themes

7.3  Design Elements

7.4  Design Types

7.5  Design Inspirations

7.6  Alternative Concepts

7.7  Project Profiles

7.1  Introduction
The design themes and concepts give form to 
basic ideas on how to protect and/or enhance 
the Old Florida Heritage Highway’s visual 
character.

7.2  Design Themes
The Design Themes define the basic 
principles that guide design and planning 
decisions. This approach helps ensure there 
is a consistency in how design and planning 
decisions are made.

The design themes developed for this project 

are as follows:

Develop landmarks and gateways that •	
provide orientation throughout the 
corridors

Maintain patina and authenticity of •	
existing cultural landscape

Integrate structures and architectural •	
elements into the environment

Enhance multi-modal opportunities (bike •	
trails, equestrian, etc.)

Minimize visual clutter•	

Build upon the existing character of •	
areas 

Enhance opportunities for people to •	
be immersed in natural or cultivated 
landscapes

Manage roadsides for a healthy, •	
attractive, informal vegetated edge 

Establish a hierarchy of levels of •	
craftsmanship appropriate to context

 Use local materials•	

 Use “green” materials•	

7.3  Design Elements
The conceptual designs for this project 
involve the utilization of a number of different 
design elements that are combined to help 

create each type of design space.

 K•	 iosks

Corridor entry features•	

Trailheads •	

Boardwalks•	

Visitor centers and contact stations•	

Site identification / placename signs •	

Interpretive signs •	

Overlooks, viewpoints, and turnouts•	

Interpretive waysides•	



o l d  f l o r i d a  h e r i t a g e  h i g h w a y88
p a g e

Executive Summary
Project Overview

Corridor Analysis
Landscape Types
Public Participation
Interpretation
Design Themes & Concepts
Next Steps
Sources 
 Appendices 

Trails (pedestrian, bike, equestrian, etc.)•	

Fences•	

Benches•	

Transportation improvements •	

Roadway intersections•	

Medians •	

Road crossings•	

Guardrails•	

7.4  Design Types
The plan for the Old Florida Heritage Highway 

focuses on three design types: corridors, 
nodes, and trails. The corridors are linear 
in nature and include the areas adjacent to 
roads, water bodies, and existing trails. Along 
roads, the corridor includes not only the right-
of-way, but also adjacent areas that are part 
of the viewshed and have a significant impact 
on visual character. 

Nodes are specific sites located throughout 
the study area where people may want to 
stop. From a design standpoint, these are: 
gateways; visitor centers; interpretive centers; 
kiosks; and wayside signage. These facilities 
are used to provide information to those 
visiting the study area.

There are existing trails in the study area, 
and they are used for a variety of different 
activities. The Hawthorne Trail is a 16-
mile trail that stretches from the City of 
Gainesville’s Boulware Springs Park through 
the Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park and 
the Lochloosa Wildlife Management Area. 
County roads are popular for cyclist, but there 

are not many  separate bike lanes in the study 
area. There are a number of equestrian trails 
in the area, and they connect to some of the 
most scenic parts of the region. 

Design recommendations for corridors vary 
depending upon each specific corridor. 
Within each corridor we primarily focus on 
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what happens within the right-of-way since 
that is under the control of the County. The 
key is how to meet transportation demands, 
address safety and access, and enhance 
aesthetics and non-motorized use. There 
are opportunities to expand the plant palette 
in some corridors in order to enhance visual 
quality and create / restore a more biologically 
diverse and environmentally sustainable 
landscape. 

Nodes are located throughout the study 
area. They primarily are intended to give 
motorists an opportunity to stop, get out 
of their car, and learn more about the Old 
Florida Heritage Highway. Each node will 
include some kind of interpretive information 
and appropriate maps to orient visitors and let 
them know of other opportunities in the area. 
Some nodes are also geared more toward 
pedestrians, cyclists, and equestrians. The 
node at Williston Road, for example, serves 
as a visual landmark for motorists, but it is not 
expected that these users would stop there 
because of traffic flow and FDOT regulations 
that prohibit parking within the 441 ROW. 
It is a good stopping point for cyclists and 
pedestrians, though.

A basic idea behind this Master Plan is to 
develop a series of trails that tie into a larger, 
more regional trail framework. 

The Florida Trails Network defines a trail 
(paved or unpaved) as being for hiking, 
biking, equestrian, multi-use (non motorized), 
or paddling use that is open to the public.  In 
our trails map, we are also including in-road 
bike lanes since they will be a primary means 
of non-motorized movement along the OFHH.

The proposed trails consists primarily of 
in-road bike lanes along many roads in the 
corridor. Where there is sufficient room to 
develop a separate paved trail away from 
the road, that is preferred. The trail should 
be located out of the clear zone if possible. 
Where this is not viable, it may be possible 
to provide some type of barrier to help 
create a safer environment for cyclists and 
pedestrians. 

Equestrian trails should be developed 
to extend the existing network within the 
corridors. 

Paynes Prairie has over 30 miles of multi-use 
trails, and there are opportunities to tie into 

these trails. Existing trails include:

Cones D•	 ike Trail - 8 miles round trip 
through the wet prairie marsh

Jackson’s Gap Trail - 1.2 miles. The trail •	
passes through shady hammock and 
pine flatwoods.

Chacala Trail - 6.5 mile loop trail winds •	
through several biological communities. 

Lake Trail - .8 mile trail starts on •	
boardwalk at the edge of Lake Wauberg.

Bolen Bluff Trail - 2.5 miles round trip •	
with a spur to a wildlife viewing platform. 

Ecopassage Observation Boardwalk - •	
accessible from 441.

Gainesville-Hawthorne State Trail -16 •	
mile paved bike trail, with grass side-trail 
for horses. 

La Chua Trail - 3 mile trip trail from •	

Alachua Sink to the prairie marsh.

Proposed trails along the corridor will vary 

in width and type of surface. The AASHTO  
“Green Book” advises as follows: For non-
FDOT facilities, the minimum recommended 
width for a paved two-way path is 10 feet, with 
12 feet preferred and desirable if substantial 
use is expected; width can be decreased to 
8 feet if bicycle traffic is expected to be low 
(even on peak days or during peak hours), 
if pedestrian use is expected to be not more 
than occasional, there will be good horizontal 
and vertical alignment of the path, allowing for 
safe and frequent passing.

In parts of the corridor, the Master Plan 
proposes narrower trails because of the 
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limited space with existing right-
of-ways, and because wider 
trails may have a negative visual 
impact on the existing character 
of the corridor. It is critical that 
trails have a minimal footprint 
and respect existing  wildflower 
populations and other natural and 

cultural resources.
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Design concepts for the study area are 
based primarily on the existing  forms, 
textures, colors, and patterns in the region. 
For example, the homes, barns, and utility 
buildings have distinctive forms that help 
define the visual character of OFHH.  

The integration of human settlement with the 
surrounding environment is also a dominant 
trait of the area. The unique inter-weaving of 
cultural and natural resources helps define 
what makes this area special.
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The seasonal 
migration of 
sandhill cranes is 
a distinctive part of 
the identity of this 
region.
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Human settlement 
and ways of working 
with the landscape 
help define the 
visual character of 
the corridor.
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The beauty of the 
corridor is based 
upon existing 
natural resources.



o l d  f l o r i d a  h e r i t a g e  h i g h w a y 95
p a g e

Executive Summary
Project Overview

Corridor Analysis
Landscape Types

Public Participation
Interpretation

Design Themes & Concepts
Next Steps

Sources 
 Appendices 

Existing vegetation along the highway helps define the 
corridors.
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The prairie has been home to bison and various typesdomesticated cattle 
introduced to the area by settlers - beginning with the Spanish in the 17th century.
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7.6  Alternative Concepts
The different alternatives for the Old Florida 
Heritage Highway were originally based 
on two basic design themes. One set of 
alternatives focused on “settlement” while the 

other was oriented more towards “nature.” 

The “nature” concept: 

 Emphasizes characteristics of the land•	

 Utilizes native materials•	

 Interprets different landscape features, •	

such as the pines, prairie, wetlands, etc.

The “settlement” concept is based on the 

following: 

 Emphasizes the interaction between •	
people and the environment 

 Focuses on the man-made elements in •	
the landscape

 Interprets different elements such as •	
homesteads, foundations, water towers, 

chimneys, fences, etc.

A number of the alternative concepts 
featured some blending of the two. With 
some concepts, though, the emphasis was 
more strongly on settlement types of forms, 

textures, and materials. With other concepts, 
the designs were looser, more organic, and 
included different materials.

Forms

Based on feedback from the Steering 
Committee and the public, the Master Plan 
recommends that design alternatives be 
based on an integration of both nature and 
settlement.

A basic idea behind the concepts is that 
they build upon the vernacular of the region. 
That means using colors, shapes, textures, 
and materials that are consistent with what 
can be seen in the area. The basic forms for 
structural elements are based on the roof 
shapes found in the homes, barns, and other 
structures that occur along the corridor.

The various design components will vary 
in size and form depending upon location. 
This is due in part to the fact that different 
locations have different uses, and the amount 
and type of people using the site varies. 
For example, in some locations, kiosks are 
primarily oriented for cyclists, while in others 
there are geared toward motorists driving 
along the corridor. 

Materials

 •	 Roofs made of sheet metal

Metal cut-outs that depict scenes or •	
motifs associated with the surrounding 
landscape at each location

 OFHH signage with logo•	
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Addition of Interpretive signage where •	
appropriate

 Fencing made of metal and/or wood ... •	
use stacked post fencing and/or post and 
wire fencing

Utilize wood, stone, concrete, and other •	
local materials

Use board and batten where appropriate•	

 Use sheet metal & corten steel for •	
structural elements

Forms will be based on: Roof silhouettes; •	
water towers; metal barns; sheds and 
utility structures; chimneys; and other 
vertical elements

Capture the essence of traditional front •	
porches
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Picking up on the roof forms 
on existing buildings along the 
corridor can help give OFHH 
features a distinctive, instantly 
recognizable look. 
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Utilizing iconic shapes in innovative 
ways is one way to help create visual 
landmarks. 
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Fences are used to help create a 
greater level of separation between 
automobiles and pedestrians. 
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Chimneys and other vertical structures can be used to 
help created visual landmarks.
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Sculptural elements could be based 
upon iconic images such as cranes and 
other wildlife. 
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Providing consistent elements such as fencing, 
structures, and other design features can help 
create a sense unity within the corridors.
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The following Project Profiles summarize 
recommended improvements for each of the 
OldFlorida Heritage Highway’s corridors and 

nodes.

WACAHOOTA ROAD

Transportation Improvements 

A•	 dd on-street bike lanes if the road is 
improved by the County. The current 
ROW is too narrow to allow for the 
addition of a separate bike path, and 
such a path is not consistent with the 
existing character of the corridor.  There 
is concern, however, that widening the 
road may result in a negative visual and 
environmental impact, so this needs 
to be evaluated in the design stage, 
particularly with regard to stormwater 
management..

 When the road is widened, keep travel •	
lanes as narrow as possible to maintain 
the rural character of the corridor. 
The County has proposed to widen 
Wacahoota Road. It is recommended 
that  the new cross-section include 
two travel lanes of the minimum width 
deemed safe (e.g., 10 feet), along with  
the possibility of two 4-foot bike lanes.   
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Traffic Calming

 •	 Traffic calming is typically associated 
with residential streets, local 
neighborhood streets, urban streets, etc. 
and most traffic calming options would 
not be appropriate on Wacahoota Road.  

 The existing narrow lanes on Wacahoota •	
are a safety issue, but widening the 
travel lanes to a standard safe width will 
address this issue.

 Another traffic calming option is rumble •	
striping used to define the travel lane and 
provide a stronger separation between 
vehicles in the travel land and bicycles. 
The rumble striping makes an audible 
warning noise when vehicles drive on 
it. The County has recently applied This 
striping to Millhopper Road; it should be 
evaluated and considered for Wacahoota 
Road. Another option is to use raised 
“dots” that are more bike friendly.

Landscape Improvements

 Plant the ROW with a meadow and •	
woodland edge plant palette as allowed 
by the County … the County may require 
several feet of mowed grass off each 
edge of pavement for maintenance of 
drainage swales or other purposes.

 •	
Explore additional planting along 
parts of Wacahoota Road … with few 
intersections along the road there may 
be opportunities for landscaping.  

Median

 A median is not appropriate in this •	
corridor.

Intersection Improvements

 No intersection improvements are •	
anticipated other than what would be 
made by the County. 

Environmental Clearances

If any trees over 8 inches in dbh are to •	
be removed to enhance views, a Tree 
Removal Permit application will need 
to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 
damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
use of the site. Concerns are unlikely to 
be raised if the tree to be removed is a 
common, weak, or short-lived species 
like a laurel oak, water oak, or sweetgum. 

The trees the County frowns on •	
removing are the same relatively 
uncommon and/or long-lived species that 
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should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 
oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc.

Other

Develop a means to protect a landscape •	
buffer zone abutting the ROW, e.g., by 
updating the existing scenic highway 
ordiannce or modifying the LDC.  

 Maintain forested buffer or open space •	
where appropriate. 

Wacahoota Rd Nodes & Stops 

WEST TERMINUS OF WACAHOOTA RD

Type:

Kiosk•	

Design Elements

Add a small kiosk for interpretation •	
and wayfinding, including information 
about the old railroad berm.  Include 
information about the historical presence 
of the DeSoto Trail in this area.

Provide a pull-off for one to two vehicles.•	

Add a guardrail to define a pull-off area, •	
if it can be located outside the clear 
zone, to help separate the kiosk area 
from the road.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

 There is no pedestrian connectivity along •	
this corridor, and there is no need for the 
addition of pedestrian facilities. 

Consider the addition of trailheads •	
adjacent to publicly owned property in 
order to enhance connectivity.

Security and maintenance of facilities in •	
this area is a concern.

US 441

Transportation Improvements:

 Create separate multi-use paths, starting •	
with one on the east side of the road, 
then  - if there is sufficient demand and 
funding - adding a 2nd path on th ewest 
side.  The paths should be a minimum 
of 10’ wide, with 12’ being preferred, per 
FDOT standards.  

Ultimately, incorporate paths into the •	
larger regional and state trail networks.  

 Assume standard FDOT guardrails are •	
not acceptable between the road and 
the multi-use path because of clear zone 
requirements ... Investigate the use of 
cable guardrail to separate the multi-
use path from the roadways ... FDOT is 
currently testing several types of cable 
guardrail and its possible application.
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Landscape Improvements

 Add mass plantings of wildflowers •	
and grasses in selective areas to add 
visual interest.

 Ensure any landscape improvements •	
are simple, but effective … they 
will be viewed primarily by motorist 
driving by at high speeds.

 Develop different plant palettes for •	
sub-areas along the corridor.

 Ensure that drainage structures •	
and their associated ditches are 
limited to grass plantings and are not 
obstructed with taller vegetation.

 Ensure wildflowers are planted •	
beyond the first 8 to 15 feet off the 
edge of the pavement because this 
area is typically mowed to improve 
safety for vehicles pulling off the 
road.

 Develop a maintenance agreement •	
between the County and FDOT to 
address how landscaping will be cared 
for.

 Where tree planting can occur (outside •	
of the clear zone), utilize trees that are 
consistent with the plant palette of FDOT 
… there are different trees that could 
be used, including: Cabbage Palm, Live 

Oak, Bald Cypress, Chickasaw Plum, 
Slash Pine, Longleaf Pine, and Drake 
Elm, Red Maples, Bald Cypress, and 
magnolias.

 Use a plant palette near Paynes Prairie •	
that is visually consistent with the 
prairie ecosystem; this palette would be 
predominantly grasses and other low-
lying vegetation, evoking the texture and 
scale of prairie flora.

 Use a contrasting palette in upland •	
areas in order to provide visual interest.  
For example, use more broadleaf and 
diverse textured plant materials with 
more color in the “edge of town” zone, 
and use scrubbier upland plant materials 
in the greater Micanopy segment.

Utilize cabbage palms and other •	
“ornamental” and “heritage” plantings at 
the intersections leading into Micanopy 
and Gainesville.
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Traffic Calming

 Consider traffic calming along US 441 •	
similar to the type of striping the County 
recently implemented on Millhopper 
Road:  rumble striping to define the 
travel lane and provide more buffer 
between cars and bicyclists … the 
rumble striping makes an audible noise 
when cars drive on it warning them that 
they are straying from the travel lane.  
Another option is to use raised “dots” 
that are more bike friendly.

 Explore the use of traffic calming •	
in the vicinity of Micanopy by using 
landscaping and possibly reconfiguring 
the intersection.

 If a signal is warranted, it would provide •	
an opportunity to add a protected 
pedestrian crossing across the road.   
Consider a standalone pedestrian 
crossing if a signal light is not warranted, 
although it would not be as secure as 
would one with a light.

Intersection Improvements 

 Provide safer pedestrian and bike •	
crossings at the intersection of 234 and 
441.

Other 

 Develop landowner cooperation •	
programs and other incentives that focus 

on protecting and enhancing the visual 
quality of the property adjacent to the 
corridor.

Environmental Clearances 

 A Tree Removal Permit Application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting or 
clearing a tree over 8 inches in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 

Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 
weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
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same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 

magnolias, etc.

441 Nodes & Stops

WILLISTON RD 

Type:

Gateway•	

Design Elements

 Add an iconic sign or •	
structure, such as a tower, sculptural 
element, sign, or other structure. 

 Ensure the iconic structure •	
or another sign helps improve wayfinding 
and interpretation for Alachua Lake, 
Rochelle, Cross Creek, Paynes Prairie, 
Micanopy, Evinston, and other key 
locations.

 Provide lighting for the •	
directional sign, sculpture, and/or icons.

 Selectively remove trees •	
and understory plants to open up and 
maintain desired views for eastbound 
and southbound drivers, and to improve 

the species mix and promote ecological 
balance.

 Provide durable yet visually attractive •	
landscape plantings such as tall grasses, 
wildflowers and traditional “heritage” 
ornamental plants of the region to 
complement sculptural elements and 
other site furnishings.

Emphasize pedestrian and bike path •	
connections.

Do not provide any parking for the site, •	
either on site or as pull off parking.

Include one or two small kiosks that are •	
geared for pedestrians and cyclists.

Include site furnishings such as shelters •	
with benches, signage, and bicycle 
amenities such as an air pump, water 
fountain, and seating opportunities. 

Environmental Clearances 

 Within the 660’ Buffer Zone, no •	
environmental clearances are anticipated

A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting 
or clearing a tree over 8 in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
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or interferes with reasonable use of the 
site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 
weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 
magnolias, etc.

NORTH RIM OVERLOOK

Type

Outdoor Interpretive Center•	

Design Elements

 Provide a secondary level iconic sign •	
that is visible to high speed traffic going 
by the overlook.

 Add a driveway connection to improve •	
access.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Provide parking for five to eight vehicles •	
outside the ROW.

 Construct guardrails and fences as •	
needed outside the ROW to delineate the 
boundary, help create spatial definition, 
and improve safety.

 Selectively remove trees and understory •	
plants to open up and maintain desired 
views to the prairie.

 Add a medium-sized kiosk or structure •	
that includes an open air shelter with  
signage  panels and seating strategically 
oriented for views, or provide a cluster of 

smaller kiosks grouped together with at 
least one shade structure with benches.   

 Include bicycle amenities such as an air •	
pump, water fountain, and seating.

 Provide picnic tables in selective areas •	
as appropriate.

 Add pedestrian oriented lighting to help •	
create a safe environment.

Other

 Development of an interpretive center •	
would require the acquisition since there 
is insufficient room within the ROW.

Addition of a boardwalk at the North •	
Rim overlook would provide enhanced 
opportunities for visitor access to the 
prairie wetland, with safer and more 
suitable parking than at the current 
boardwalk/overlook.

Environmental Clearances 

A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting 
or clearing a tree over 8 in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
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site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 
weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 
magnolias, etc.

Plans for this site should be developed in •	
cooperation with the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection officials 
responsible for Paynes Prairie Preserve 
State Park. All development activities 
within 660 ft of the park are also subject 
to County review intended to assure 

protection of the park’s resources. 

BOLENS BLUFF

Type

Outdoor Interpretive Center•	

Design Elements

 Provide a secondary level iconic sign •	
that is visible to high speed traffic going 
by the overlook.

 Use existing driveway connection for •	
access to the site.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Utilize existing parking area and upgrade •	
as needed.

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area.

 Provide a medium-sized kiosk or •	
structure that includes an open air shelter 
with a number of signage panels as well 
as public seating strategically oriented to 
take advantage of the views.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

 Consider providing a trailhead that leads •	
to the new boardwalk / prairie overlook, 
if site conditions are deemed suitable.  
This would allow replacement and/or 
expansion of the existing boardwalk/
overlook to create a more interesting 
experience for visitors.

 Replace and/or expand the existing 441 •	
boardwalk/overlook to create a more 
interesting visual experience for visitors.

Other

 Remove the parking area associated •	
with the existing boardwalk … it visually 

disrupts the view of the prairie and is a 
safety concern.

Environmental Clearances 

 A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting or 
clearing a tree over 8 inches in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 
weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 
magnolias, etc. 

Wetland boundaries will need to be •	
delineated early in the site planning 
process. Intrusion into those areas 
must be minimized. Depending upon 
site specifics, Alachua County normally 
requires that construction be set back 
50-100 ft from these lines, but these 
requirements may be adjusted to provide 
public access to the wetland. Any 
construction within a wetland and/or 
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any activity involving clearing, dredging, 
or filling such an area or otherwise 
hydrologically impacting it may also 
require an Environmental Resource 
Permit from SJRWMD and USACE. 

Plans for this site should be developed in •	
cooperation with the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection officials 
responsible for Paynes Prairie Preserve 
State Park. All development activities 
within 660 ft of the park are also subject 
to county review intended to assure 

protection of the park’s resources.  

MICANOPY ENTRANCE AT 234 / 441

Type

Outdoor Interpretive Center•	

Design Elements

 Provide a secondary level iconic sign •	
that is visible to high speed traffic.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Explore the possibility of adding onstreet •	
parking outside the 441 ROW.

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 

spatially define the area … these would 
have to be outside the clear zone for US 
441.

 Provide a medium-sized open air •	
structure that includes an open air shelter 
with a number of signage panels as well 
as public seating strategically oriented to 
take advantage of the views.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

 Develop footpaths that connect to new •	
and existing sidewalks and paths leading 
into town.
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 Provide benches and other seating •	
opportunities in selective areas to 
accommodate pedestrians.

 Add landscape plantings to visually •	
enhance the corridor.

 Selectively remove trees and understory •	
plantings to open up views and increase 
visibility. 

Consider a push-button activated •	
pedestrian traffic light.

Other

 Consider the purchase of the service •	
station property … it would be a good 
location to add kiosk, parking, bike racks, 
bike facilities, park features, and possibly 
an interpretive center.

Environmental Clearances 

 A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting or 
clearing a tree over 8 inches in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 
weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 

the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 
magnolias, etc. Any proposed cutting 
or planting of trees should also be 
discussed with the Town of Micanopy’s 
Tree Committee [Current members are 
Mike Campbell and Claudia Larsen.] 
early in the site design process.

TACOMA

Type

Kiosk•	

Design Elements

 Add a small kiosk •	

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Provide a bench or other seating •	
opportunity to accommodate 
pedestrians.

Environmental Clearances 

A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting or 
clearing a tree over 8 inches in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 

in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 
weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 
magnolias, etc. 

Wetland boundaries will need to be •	
delineated early in the site planning 
process. Intrusion into those areas 
must be minimized. Depending upon 
site specifics, Alachua County normally 
requires that construction be set back 
50-100 ft from these lines, but these 
requirements may be adjusted to provide 
public access to the wetland. Any 
construction within a wetland and/or 
any activity involving clearing, dredging, 
or filling such an area or otherwise 
hydrologically impacting it may also 
require an Environmental Resource 
Permit from SJRWMD and USACE.

Plans for this site should be developed in •	
cooperation with the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection officials 
responsible for Paynes Prairie Preserve 
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State Park. All development activities 
within 660 ft of the park are also subject 
to county review intended to assure 
protection of the park’s resources.  

MICANOPY DOWNTOWN STREETS

Transportation Improvements 

 No improvements other than those •	
proposed by FDOT.

Landscape Improvements

 None … this is outside of the scope of •	
the OFHH.

Traffic Calming

 Consider the addition of appropriate •	
traffic calming measures … this is the 
type of setting that would be ideal for 
typical traffic calming treatments.

Intersection Improvements

 Provide a pedestrian crossing at the •	
Lake Tuscawilla site ... This could be an 
at-grade crosswalk with stripping.

Environmental Clearances 

No environmental clearances are •	
anticipated to be needed.

Micanopy Downtown  Nodes & Stops:

DOWNTOWN MICANOPY

Type

Wayside•	

Design Elements

 Provide wayside signage that is refined •	
to fit the architectural style of the 
downtown area … this would be of a 
higher level of craftsmanship than would 
be found along the corridors.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths

 Add landscape plantings to visually •	
enhance the downtown area.

Environmental Clearances 

No environmental clearances are •	
anticipated.

LAKE TUSCAWILLA / NATIVE AMERICAN 
HERITAGE PRESERVE

Type

Outdoor Interpretive Center•	

Design Elements

 Utilize and enhance existing parking and •	
pull-off area developed by the Town for 
the Mound exhibit.

 Develop a trailhead that provides access •	
to the path leading to Lake Tuscawilla.

 Consider the possibility of adding a •	
boardwalk along sections of the lake.

 Construct a kiosk or small shade •	
structure that is developed in 
coordination with Town projects.

Environmental Clearances 

A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting 
or clearing a tree over 8 in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 
weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 
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magnolias, etc. Any proposed cutting 
or planting of trees should also be 
discussed with the Town of Micanopy’s 
Tree Committee [Current members are 
Mike Campbell and Claudia Larsen.] 
early in the site design process.

Wetland boundaries will need to be •	
delineated early in the site planning 
process. Intrusion into those areas 
must be minimized. Depending upon 
site specifics, Alachua County normally 
requires that construction be set back 
50-100 ft from these lines, but these 
requirements may be adjusted to 
provide public access to the wetland. 
[Check whether this is supplanted by the 
following Micanopy requirement.] The 
Town of Micanopy Land Development 
Code requires that a 50-ft buffer 
be maintained around wetlands, 
but specifies that “resource-based 
recreational activities” are acceptable 
within that zone.  Any construction within 
a wetland and/or any activity involving 
clearing, dredging, or filling such an area 
or otherwise hydrologically impacting 
it may also require an Environmental 
Resource Permit from SJRWMD and 

USACE. 

CR 234 (SOUTH TO MARION COUNTY 
LINE)

Transportation Improvements 

 None … the assumption is that bikes will •	
continue in “Share the Road” mode for 
this corridor.

Landscape Improvements

 Explore the addition of wildflower •	
plantings along selection portions of the 
corridor.

Traffic Calming

 Consider using rumble striping to define •	
the travel lane and provide a stronger 
separation between cars and bicyclists 
… the rumble striping makes an audible 
warning noise when cars drive on it. The 
County recently applied this striping to 
Millhopper Road; it should be evaluated 
and considered for this corridor. Another 
option is to use raised “dots” that are 
more bike friendly.

Intersection Improvements

 There are no known intersection •	
improvements. 

Other 

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

Environmental Clearances 

If any trees over 8 inches in dbh are to •	
be removed to enhance views, a Tree 
Removal Permit application will need 
to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 
damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
use of the site. Concerns are unlikely 
to be raised if the tree to be removed 
is a common, weak, or short-lived 
species like a laurel oak, water oak, or 
sweetgum. The trees the County frowns 
on removing are the same relatively 
uncommon and/or long-lived species that 
should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 
oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc. 

CR 234  Nodes & Stops

I-75 GATEWAY

Type

Gateway•	

Design Elements

 Add an iconic sign, sculptural element or •	
structure that is a strong visual element 
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and could serve as a landmark and be 
used for wayfinding and orientation. 

 Ensure the design is simple and straight •	
forward … this location serves only a 
minimal directional / wayfinding function 
for Micanopy, Paynes Prairie, Evinston, 
Rochelle, and Cross Creek … It mainly 
just says “you’ve arrived here - you’re on 
the Old Florida Heritage Highway.”

 Utilize lighting for emphasize the iconic •	
sign or sculptural element.

 Add landscape plantings to visually •	
enhance the site.

Environmental Clearances 

If any trees over 8 inches in dbh are to •	
be removed to enhance views, a Tree 
Removal Permit application will need 
to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 
damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
use of the site. Concerns are unlikely 
to be raised if the tree to be removed 
is a common, weak, or short-lived 
species like a laurel oak, water oak, or 
sweetgum. The trees the County frowns 
on removing are the same relatively 
uncommon and/or long-lived species that 

should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 
oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc. 

CARR PROPERTY

Type

Wayside Sign•	

Design Elements

 Add a wayside interpretive sign. •	

 Provide a trailhead that includes •	
directional signs and orients visitors to 
Price’s Scrub.

 Explore the possibility of a trailhead •	
leading to Barr Hammock.

 Add landscape plantings to visually •	
enhance the site.

Environmental Clearances 

A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting 
or clearing a tree over 8 in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 

if the tree to be removed is a common, 
weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 
magnolias, etc. 

CR 234 (NORTH TO ROCHELLE) - a.k.a. 
ROCHELLE RD.

Transportation Improvements 

 Provide a separate multi-use path on •	
the north side of the road.  The path 
should typically be 8’ wide but will 
vary based on site conditions.  The 
path should meander to follow a gently 
curving alignment where space allows, 
and weave around the scattered Live 
Oaks in the ROW  as well as other 
significant native vegetation.  design and 
construction should be tailored to protect 
visual and natural resources.

Add a narrow, unpaved equestrian •	
path on the east side of the road, and 
link this path to Lochloosa trails and 
existing Hawthorne Trail at the north 
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end of Paynes Prairie Preserve, and to 
Micanopy on the south end.

Landscape Improvements

 Develop a meadow and wildflower •	
palette for ROW beyond any required 
mown zone at road edge.

 Develop a long term management •	
agreement to maintain Live Oak cover in 
open mosaic pattern.

Traffic Calming

Consider using rumble striping to define •	
the travel lane and provide a stronger 
separation between cars and bicyclists 
… the rumble striping makes an audible 
warning noise when cars drive on it. The 
County recently applied this striping to 
Millhopper Road; it should be evaluated 
and considered for this corridor. Another 
option is to use raised “dots” that are 
more bike friendly.

Intersection Improvements

 No known intersection improvements •	
planned.

Other 

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 
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Environmental Clearances 

If any trees over 8 inches in dbh are to •	
be removed to enhance views, a Tree 
Removal Permit application will need 
to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 

damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
use of the site. Concerns are unlikely 
to be raised if the tree to be removed 
is a common, weak, or short-lived 
species like a laurel oak, water oak, or 
sweetgum. The trees the County frowns 
on removing are the same relatively 
uncommon and/or long-lived species that 

should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 

oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc. 

CR 234/Rochelle Road Nodes & Stops

OAK RIDGE CEMETERY

Type

Kiosk•	

Design Elements

Provide a small to medium kiosk that •	
includes signage panels.

Provide one to two benches or other •	
seating opportunities.

Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

Environmental Clearances 

A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting 
or clearing a tree over 8 in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
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site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 
weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 

magnolias, etc. 

CAMP CANAL / PRAIRIE CREEK

Type

Kiosk/Trailhead•	

Design Elements

 Ensure the pull-off can accommodate •	
two to six vehicles. 

Provide a small to medium kiosk that •	
includes signage panels.

 Provide one to two benches or other •	
seating opportunities.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian, •	
bike, and equestrian paths.

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area. 

 Include signage with access rules and •	
safety suggestions for use of trails.

 Provide a trailhead that offers access to •	
Lochloosa trails.

 Provide a trailhead on both sides of the •	
road that is used for canoe launch. 

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

Environmental Clearances 

A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting or 
clearing a tree over 8 inches in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 
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weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 
magnolias, etc. 

Wetland boundaries will need to be •	
delineated early in the site planning 
process. Intrusion into those areas 
must be minimized. Depending upon 
site specifics, Alachua County normally 
requires that construction be set back 
50-100 ft from these lines, but these 
requirements may be adjusted to provide 
public access to the wetland. Any 
construction within a wetland and/or 
any activity involving clearing, dredging, 
or filling such an area or otherwise 
hydrologically impacting it may also 
require an Environmental Resource 
Permit from SJRWMD and USACE. 

ROCHELLE

Type

Outdoor Interpretive Center•	

Design Elements

 Add a medium size open air shelter or •	
two to three smaller kiosks grouped 

together to provide opportunities for 
interpretation.

 Provide one to two benches or other •	
seating opportunities.

 Incorporate landscape planting to •	
improve visual quality.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian, •	
bike, and equestrian paths.

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area. 

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

 Provide a trailhead that connects trails •	
to Alachua Conservation Trust (ACT) 
property and/or paths into old Rochelle.

 Provide a trailhead to the future rail-trail •	
to Evinston, if developed.

Environmental Clearances•	  

If any trees over 8 inches in dbh are to •	
be removed to enhance views, a Tree 
Removal Permit application will need 
to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 

damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
use of the site. Concerns are unlikely 
to be raised if the tree to be removed 
is a common, weak, or short-lived 
species like a laurel oak, water oak, or 
sweetgum. The trees the County frowns 
on removing are the same relatively 
uncommon and/or long-lived species that 
should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 
oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc. 

CR 2082

Transportation Improvements 

 None … non-motorized users are served •	
by the existing Hawthorne Trail.

Landscape Improvements

 None•	

Traffic Calming

Consider using rumble striping to define •	
the travel lane and provide a stronger 
separation between cars and bicyclists 
… the rumble striping makes an audible 
warning noise when cars drive on it. The 
County recently applied this striping to 
Millhopper Road; it should be evaluated 
and considered for this corridor.
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Intersection Improvements

 None expected•	

Other 

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

Environmental Clearances 

No environmental clearances are •	

anticipated to be needed.

CR 2082 Nodes & Stops:

CR 20 / CR 2082 GATEWAY

Type

Kiosk•	

Design Elements

 Provide a kiosk for wayfinding and •	
interpretation

 Provide a path connection to the •	
Hawthorne Trail

 Explore the possibility of also adding a •	
wayside and/or kiosk depending upon 
expected usage

Environmental Clearances 

 If any trees over 8 inches dbh are to •	
be removed to enhance views, a Tree 

Removal Permit application will need 
to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 
damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
use of the site. Concerns are unlikely 
to be raised if the tree to be removed 
is a common, weak, or short-lived 
species like a laurel oak, water oak, or 
sweetgum. The trees the County frowns 
on removing are the same relatively 
uncommon and/or long-lived species that 
should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 

oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc. 

CR 234 NORTH OF ROCHELLE

Transportation Improvements

 Extend the separate multi-use path •	
along one side of the road, to connect to 
linkages to the north outside the OFHH. 

Landscape Improvements

 None•	

Traffic Calming

Consider using rumble striping to define •	
the travel lane and provide a stronger 

separation between cars and bicyclists 
… the rumble striping makes an audible 
warning noise when cars drive on it. The 
County recently applied this striping to 
Millhopper Road; it should be evaluated 
and considered for this corridor. Another 
option is to use raised “dots” that are 
more bike friendly..

Intersection Improvements

 None expected•	

Other 

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

Environmental Clearances 

 If any trees over 8 inches inches in dbh •	
are to be removed to enhance views, 
a Tree Removal Permit application will 
need to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 
damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
use of the site. Concerns are unlikely 
to be raised if the tree to be removed 
is a common, weak, or short-lived 
species like a laurel oak, water oak, or 
sweetgum. The trees the County frowns 
on removing are the same relatively 
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uncommon and/or long-lived species that 
should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 
oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc. 

CR 234 North of Rochelle - Nodes & Stops

Non•	 e except for the possibility of a minor 
gateway sign or kiosk at the SR 20 
intersection

CR 346 from 441 / Micanopy to CR 325 

Transportation Improvements 

Develop a separate multi-use paved path •	
on one side of road only. The path should 
be a minimum of 10’ wide.  Keep the 
other side of the road green & open; the 
north side of the road may be better for 
a trail but either should work.  The path 
should generally be parallel to the road.

Landscape Improvements

 Utilize a meadow and wildflower palette •	
for ROW beyond any required mown 
zone at road edge.

 Establish a long term management •	
agreement to maintain the Live Oak 
cover in an open mosaic pattern. 

Traffic Calming

Consider using rumble striping to •	
define the travel lane and provide a 
stronger separation between cars and 

bicyclists … the rumble striping makes 
an audible warning noise when cars 
drive on it. The County recently applied 
this striping to Millhopper Road; it should 
be evaluated and considered for this 
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corridor. Another option is to use raised 
“dots” that are more bike friendly..

Intersection Improvements

 Consider the possibility of redesigning •	
the 225 intersection to make crossings 
as safe as possible for users of proposed 
trails.  Carefully evaluate how any 
changes may impact the scenic road 
status and visual quality.

Other 

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

 Establish landowner incentives to retain •	
visual quality of the rural / working 
landscape.

Environmental Clearances 

If any trees over 8 in dbh are to be •	
removed to enhance views, a Tree 
Removal Permit application will need 
to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 
damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
use of the site. Concerns are unlikely 
to be raised if the tree to be removed 
is a common, weak, or short-lived 
species like a laurel oak, water oak, or 

sweetgum. The trees the County frowns 
on removing are the same relatively 
uncommon and/or long-lived species that 
should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 
oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc. 

CR 346 Nodes & Stops

CR 346 AT CR 225

Type

Kiosk / Future Trailhead•	

Design Elements

 Provide a small kiosk.•	

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian, •	
bike, and equestrian paths.

 Develop a trailhead for the future rail-trail •	
to Rochelle, if developed.

 Provide a pull-off and parking for a few •	
cars.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

Environmental Clearances 

If any trees over 8 inches in  dbh are to •	
be removed to enhance views, a Tree 

Removal Permit application will need 
to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 
damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
use of the site. Concerns are unlikely 
to be raised if the tree to be removed 
is a common, weak, or short-lived 
species like a laurel oak, water oak, or 
sweetgum. The trees the County frowns 
on removing are the same relatively 
uncommon and/or long-lived species that 
should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 
oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc. 

RIVER STYX CROSSING

Type

Kiosk / Future Trailhead•	

Design Elements

 Provide a small or medium kiosk, or •	
possible a small shelter.

 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Develop a pull off and parking for two to •	
five cars.
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 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area. 

 Provide signage with access rules and •	
safety suggestions for use of trails.

 Establish a trailhead for a canoe trail •	
to Orange Lake, Cross Creek, and the 
River Styx.

Environmental Clearances 

A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting or 
clearing a tree over 8 inches in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 

weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 
magnolias, etc. 

Wetland boundaries will need to be •	
delineated early in the site planning 
process. Intrusion into those areas 
must be minimized. Depending upon 
site specifics, Alachua County normally 
requires that construction be set back 
50-100 ft from these lines, but these 
requirements may be adjusted to 
provide public access to the wetland.
Any construction within a wetland and/or 
any activity involving clearing, dredging, 
or filling such an area or otherwise 
hydrologically impacting it may also 
require an Environmental Resource 
Permit from SJRWMD and USACE. 

CR 346 TERMINUS AT CR 325

Type

Kiosk •	

Design Elements

 Provide a small kiosk.•	
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 Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

Environmental Clearances 

 No environmental clearances are anticipated 
to be needed.

SW  185th Ave 

Transportation Improvements. 

 Provid•	 e on-street bike lanes whenever 
the road is improved … this could involve 
widening the pavement from current 18’ 
to proposed 28’ width.   

Landscape Improvements

 Include minor wildflower accent •	
plantings.

 Consider less frequent mowing to •	
manage the roadside more as a 
meadow.

Traffic Calming

Consider using rumble striping to define •	
the travel lane and provide a stronger 
separation between cars and bicyclists 
… the rumble striping makes an audible 
warning noise when cars drive on it. The 

County recently applied this striping to 
Millhopper Road; it should be evaluated 
and considered for this corridor.

Intersection Improvements

 None expected•	

Other 

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

 Establish landowner incentives to retain •	
visual quality of the rural / working 

landscape.

Environmental Clearances 

 A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting or 
clearing a tree over 8 inches in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 
weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained to 

protect the character of the corridor. 

SW 185th Ave  Nodes & Stops

None•	

CR 225

Transportation Improvements 

Develop a separate multi-use paved •	
path on one side of road only … the path 
should be a minimum of 10’ wide. 

Landscape Improvements

 Incorporate roadside wildflower plantings •	
and other native plantings to reduce 
mowing requirements.

Traffic Calming

 Consider using rumble striping to define •	
the travel lane and provide a stronger 
separation between cars and bicyclists 
… the rumble striping makes an audible 
warning noise when cars drive on it. The 
County recently applied this striping to 
Millhopper Road; it should be evaluated 
and considered for this corridor. Another 
option is to use raised “dots” that are 
more bike friendly. 

Intersection Improvements

 None expected•	
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Other 

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

 Establish landowner incentives to retain •	
visual quality of the rural / working 
landscape.

Environmental Clearances 

 If any trees over 8 inches in dbh are to •	
be removed to enhance views, a Tree 
Removal Permit application will need 
to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 
damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
use of the site. Concerns are unlikely 
to be raised if the tree to be removed 
is a common, weak, or short-lived 
species like a laurel oak, water oak, or 
sweetgum. The trees the County frowns 
on removing are the same relatively 
uncommon and/or long-lived species that 
should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 
oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc. 

CR 225 Nodes & Stops

EVINSTON

Type

Outdoor Interpretive •	
Center

Design Elements

 Provide a group of two to •	
three small shelters and 
kiosks rather than one 
medium to large shelter.

 Emphasize a connection •	
with pedestrian and bike 
paths.

 Provide benches or other seating •	
opportunities.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities.

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area. 

It is important to minimize the visual •	
impact of design elements in order to 
preserve the historic fabric of Evinston.

Explore opportunities for extending the •	
equestrian trail network.

Explore opportunities for adding horse-•	
drawn carts as a tourism attraction.

Environmental Clearances 

 No environmental clearances are •	
anticipated to be needed.

CR 325

Transportation Improvements 

 The County has plans to provide 11-foot •	
travel lanes and 4-foot paved shoulders 
… paved shoulders may or may not be 
signed and marked as bike lanes, but 
they will function as such.
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Consider an alternate design for the •	
portion of the corridor not included in the 
current County project (i.e., north of CR 
346) incorporating a separate multi-use 
path on one side of the ROW.

Landscape Improvements

 Incorporate wildflowers and other native •	
plantings in the ROW where appropriate.

 Work with adjacent public landowners for •	
pineland edge treatment.

Traffic Calming

Consider using rumble striping to define •	
the travel lane and provide a stronger 
separation between cars and bicyclists 
… the rumble striping makes an audible 
warning noise when cars drive on it. The 
County recently applied this striping to 

Millhopper Road; it should be evaluated 
and considered for this corridor. Another 
option is to use raised “dots” that are 
more bike friendly.

Intersection Improvements

 Consider the possibility of adding a •	
crossing at the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 
site.

Other 

 Explore the implications of scenic byway •	
controls on adjacent properties. 

 Establish landowner incentives to retain •	
visual quality of the rural / working 
landscape.

Environmental Clearances 

 If any trees over 8 inches in dbh are to •	
be removed to enhance views, a Tree 
Removal Permit application will need 
to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 
damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
use of the site. Concerns are unlikely 
to be raised if the tree to be removed 
is a common, weak, or short-lived 
species like a laurel oak, water oak, or 
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sweetgum. The trees the County frowns 
on removing are the same relatively 
uncommon and/or long-lived species that 
should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 
oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc. 

CR 325  Nodes & Stops

325/301 GATEWAY (ISLAND GROVE)

Type

Kiosk•	

Design Elements

 Provide a kiosk with a gateway signature •	
element.

Environmental Clearances 

 If any trees over 8 inches in dbh are to •	
be removed to enhance views, a Tree 
Removal Permit application will need 
to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 
damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
use of the site. Concerns are unlikely 
to be raised if the tree to be removed 
is a common, weak, or short-lived 
species like a laurel oak, water oak, or 

sweetgum. The trees the County frowns 
on removing are the same relatively 
uncommon and long-lived species that 
should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 
oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc. 

MARJORIE KINNAN RAWLINGS STATE 
HISTORIC SITE & COUNTY PARK

Type

Outdoor Interpretive Center•	

Design Elements

 Develop a new interpretive center near •	
the historic site to serve as a gateway to 
boththis site and the whole OFHH.

 Provide better ADA accessibility•	

 Ensure the site maintains the historic •	
character of the house and grounds, 
including the circulation patterns and 
the sense of gradual arrival to the house 
itself.

Environmental Clearances 

 A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting 
or clearing a tree over 8 in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 

or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 
weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 
magnolias, etc. 

Wetland boundaries will need to be •	
delineated early in the site planning 
process. Intrusion into those areas 
must be minimized. Depending upon 
site specifics, Alachua County normally 
requires that construction be set back 
50-100 ft from these lines, but these 
requirements may be adjusted to provide 
public access to the wetland. Any 
construction within a wetland and/or 
any activity involving clearing, dredging, 
or filling such an area or otherwise 
hydrologically impacting it may also 
require an Environmental Resource 

Permit from SJRWMD and USACE. 
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LONGLEAF PINE FLATWOODS RESERVE

Type

Outdoor Interpretive Center•	

Design Elements

 Provide a group of two to three small •	
shelters and kiosks rather than one 
medium to large shelter.

 Add a medium-sized kiosk or structure •	
that includes an open air shelter with 
a number of signage  panels and 
seating strategically oriented for views, 
or provide a cluster of smaller kiosks 
grouped together with at least one shade 
structure with benches.   

 Provide trailheads to several trails … •	
these may include benches and/or 
smaller kiosks or waysides associated 
with individual trails.

 Provide parking for 10 to 20 vehicles ... •	
ensure parking is constructed of pervious 
materials.

 Add guardrails and fences as needed to •	
create a safe environment and to help 
spatially define the area. 

Emphasize a connection with pedestrian •	
and bike paths.

 Include bicycle amenities such as an •	
air pump, water fountain, and seating 
opportunities. 

Environmental Clearances 

A Tree Removal Permit application •	
will need to be filed prior to cutting or 
clearing a tree over 8 inches in dbh. The 
Alachua County Department of Growth 
Management readily grants such permits 
in situations where the tree is damaged 
or diseased, poses a risk to a structure, 
or interferes with reasonable use of the 
site. Concerns are unlikely to be raised 
if the tree to be removed is a common, 
weak, or short-lived species like a laurel 
oak, water oak, or sweetgum. The trees 
the County frowns on removing are the 
same relatively uncommon and/or long-
lived species that should be retained 
to protect the historic character of the 
corridor: live oaks, red oaks, hickories, 
magnolias, etc. 

Although this site appears dry, it will •	
need to be carefully examined early in 
the site planning process to detect and 
delineate any seasonal ponds or areas of 
wet flatwoods that may meet the criteria 
for jurisdictional wetlands. Intrusion 
into such areas must be minimized. 
Depending upon site specifics, 

Alachua County normally requires that 
construction be set back 50-100 ft from 
these lines, but these requirements may 
be adjusted to provide public access 
to the wetland. Any construction within 
a wetland and/or any activity involving 
clearing, dredging, or filling such an area 
or otherwise hydrologically impacting 
it may also require an Environmental 
Resource Permit from SJRWMD and 
USACE. 

325/HAWTHORNE TRAIL GATEWAY

Type

Kiosk or Gateway •	

Design Elements

 Provide a kiosk with a gateway signature •	
element

Environmental Clearances 

 If any trees over 8 inches in dbh are to •	
be removed to enhance views, a Tree 
Removal Permit application will need 
to be filed with the Alachua County 
Department of Growth Management prior 
to that work. Such permits are readily 
granted in situations where the tree is 
damaged or diseased, poses a risk to a 
structure, or interferes with reasonable 
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use of the site. Concerns are unlikely 
to be raised if the tree to be removed 
is a common, weak, or short-lived 
species like a laurel oak, water oak, or 
sweetgum. The trees the County frowns 
on removing are the same relatively 
uncommon and/or long-lived species that 
should be retained to protect the historic 
character of the corridor: live oaks, red 
oaks, hickories, magnolias, etc. 
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08 |  Nex t  Steps

8.1  Introduction

The Old Florida Heritage Highway Corridor 
Master Plan was conceived of as a catalyst 
for the continued development of “heritage 
and nature tourism” within the region. For this 
to happen, there has to be a clear strategy 
for implementation in order to ensure that the 
stated objectives are met.

The idea behind these “next steps” is to 
identify the higher priority items that need 
to be addressed in order to help establish 
and carry forward a viable implementation 

strategy.  

8.2  Promoting a 
Consistent Vision

For the Old Florida Heritage Highway to 

be successful, it needs to have a clearly 
defined identity that is embraced by both local 
residents and visitors. The first major steps 
of defining this identity have been addressed 
in this Report, a result of collaboration with 
the OFHH CMC, County representatives 
and other local stakeholders.. A crucial next 
step is to promote this vision and confirm 
the consensus of it with a broader circle of 
interested residents and visitors.  Key to 

this effort will be developing a marketing 
strategy on how best to let people know 
about opportunities associated with the 
OFHH. Once this strategy has been defined, 
marketing materials need to be prepared to 
reach a broader audience of residents and 
visitors. 

It is important that the Old Florida Heritage 
Highway be easily identified, and the 
consistent use of a logo is a big step in 
meeting that goal. As a result of this project, 
the consensus was that the logo should be 
round, should have ‘Old Florida Heritage 
Highway’ around the outside edge, should 
include an image of a crane, and should be 
simple, yet distinct enough to be recognized 
by motorists driving by at high rates of speed.  
The next step is to prepare camera-ready 
graphics and start utilizing the final logo on all 
materials associated with the OFHH. 

There are opportunities to partner with other 
organizations and agencies in the region 
to develop marketing materials. It is also 
possible to incorporate the OFHH logo and 
message into the materials developed by 
these other groups.

SECTION CONTENTS
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The design themes and standards for the 
OFHH were drawn from a thorough and 
careful understanding of the land, the 
community, and the history that has shaped 
them both.  To gain a better understanding 
of the corridors, the design team conducted 
a field review of all of the corridors within 
the study area. This review consisted of 
driving all major roads in the study area, and 
exploring specific areas on foot. Although this 
approach provided the foundation needed for 
this Master Plan, additional detail is needed 
before site-specific design decisions can be 
finalized. For priority areas along the corridor, 
additional field work is needed. 

It is also important to get detailed site 
surveys in order to determine the viability 
of specific design proposals. The design 
recommendations in this plan are conceptual 
in nature, and “ground truthing” will be 
needed to determine the viability of specific 
recommendations. A key example is the 
design of trails along Rochelle Road, where 
sensitive vegetation and scenery abounds 
and where limited acceptable clearances may 
exist for proposed bicycle, pedestrian and 
equestrian facilities deemed desirable in the 
plan.More detailed site surveys that include 
site-specific information on topography and 
drainage, trees (location, species, condition), 

vegetation (especially wildflowers, rare and 
endangered species and wildlife habitat) and 
other resources will provide the basis for 
making some of these decisions.  Refining 
trail design details and planning appropriate 
construction techniques for such sensitive 
areas will depend upon detailed site surveys 
painstakingly prepared by highly qualified 
natural resource professionals.

8.4  Evaluating Impacts of 
Land Use on Corridors

Protecting and enhancing the character of 
the Old Florida Heritage Highway requires 
an ongoing process of consideringexisting 
land use regulations and the potential 
implications of these regulations, based on 
a clear understanding as to what type of 
development can potentially occur within 
the corridors. This Master Plan discusses 
potential land use implications to some 
degree, but land use decisions are made in 
the broader civic and regulatory context of 
Alachua County and are largely beyond the 
purview of this plan. It is important that the 
potential impact of Future Land Use and LDC 
or other regulatory changes on the OFHH 
be considered. It may also be advisable to 
modify existing land use regulations to ensure 

that future development is consistent with 
goals for preserving cultural, natural, and 
visual resources. 

One major concern is the potential impact 
of single lot developments on the visual 
character of scenic corridors . In large part, it 
is the rural character and natural edges of the 
OFHH’s roadways that define  the landscape 
experience. One approach would be to focus 
on protecting the minimum vegetated edges 
along the highway rights-of-way. For example, 
establishing a minimum 50’ buffer from each 
designated scenic right-of-way to protect 
vegetation would have a significant impact on 
preserving the visual character of the OFHH, 
without significantly altering the usability, or 
economic viability of 1-unit-per-5 acre, rural-
designated lands.  

A key next step is to establish a mechanism 
by which the CMC regularly considers 
existing and potential land use regulations 
in dialogue with the appropriate County 
departments and, as applicable, Town 
authorities. 

A task force or working group might help to 
identify options for near term actions to help 
ensure scenic resource protection, such as 
modification of the existing County Scenic 
Highways regulations to address buffer 
requirements and consider inclusion of the 
OFHH corridors.
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and Ongoing Public 
Participation

The success of the OFHH is dependent 
upon developing partnerships with interested 
organizations and individuals. There needs 
to be a coordination of preservation efforts 
within this region. Several organizations and 
agencies are involved with protecting cultural 
and natural resources, and the OFHH CMC 
can play an important role in facilitating 
coordination in its work with these diverse 
groups. In particular, the acquisition of land 
for preservation purposes should always be 
approached as part of the larger, coordinated 
effort supporting the clearly defined goals 
and objectives of the County and other 
preservation organizations.  No one entity 
around the OFHH corridor currently tracks 
all the acquisition activities of these diverse 
agencies and organizations.  Understanding 
the total picture will be key to making smart 
and cost effective decisions of final design 
and implementation, as the opportunities and 
constraints are vastly different for corridor 
segments abutting preservation lands 
compared to those abutting private lands.

A maintenance agreement also needs to be 
developed between the County, FDOT and/
or other public or private agency partners, 

potentially including various types of volunteer 
organizations, to address how landscaping 
above FDOT minimum levels will be cared for 
within the OFHH. 

Improvements to the Old Florida Heritage 
Highway need to be coordinated with 
potential improvements to the Marjorie 
Kinnan Rawlings State Historic Site as well as 
Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park. 

Community participation will continue to be 
critical in the next phases of the implementing 
the Master Plan. Efforts need to be ongoing 
to provide opportunities for the public to 
provide input as plans are finalized. Steering 
committees and organizational activities 
are one way to do this. Another would be to 
continue to periodically have more broadly 
advertised public meetings of the CMC, as 
was done at several points in the master 
planning process, or to ensure the OFHH 
is addressed at other local government 
meetings. The OFHH web site can also be 
used not only to share information with the 
public, but to provide regular mechanisms 
for feedback,ranging form specific surveys to 
general feedback links, as specific projects 
are planned and implemented

8.6  Interpretive Plan and 
Interpretive Materials 
Development

Basic interpretive themes have been 
established in this Report; additional 
development and reviews are needed in 
order to determine exactly where and how 
to best tell specific stories. While major and 
minor themes have both been defined, and 
a number of specific stories identified,  these 
also need to be reviewed in more detail by 
historians and other qualified individuals 
in order to ensure the accuracy of specific 
content. These steps will be accomplished 
through the preparation of a detailed 
Interpretive Plan for the OFHH.

The majority of the interpretation along the 
OFHH will be self-guided via exhibits and 
brochures that do not require an interpreter 
be present. Exactly how these materials 
are made available also still needs to 
be determined, however.  This will be a 
function of both the Interpretive Plan and the 
Marketing Strategy (above).

Much of the guided interpretation is expected 
to be associated with the Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings State Historic Site and Paynes 
Prairie Preserve State Park. There also may 
be opportunities for guided interpretation in 
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other parts of the corridor as part of organized 
festivals and events. Programs need to 
written for the various guided interpretive 
opportunities, and these programs need to be 
reviewed for accuracy and consistency. 

The initial interpretive programs developed 
as part of this project need to finalized and 
applied to specific site locations. Interpretive 
programs help increase the appreciation of 
a byway’s intrinsic qualities. Signs, displays, 
brochures, voice recordings, and other 
interpretive media ensure opportunity for 
learning and enjoyment. Interpretive services 
attract visitors, entice them to stay longer, 
give a greater appreciation of the byway, and 

help meet management objectives.

8.7  Design Criteria

More detailed design criteria based on 
the general direction established in the 
Master Plan need to be applied as projects 
are implemented.  The recommendation 
of this Report is that the preferred design 
alternative be based on an integration of both 
“nature-” and “settlement”- derived forms 
and materials. The basic forms for structural 
elements are based on the roof shapes found 
in the homes, barns, and other structures that 

occur along the corridor. Exactly how this is 
applied may vary at each location, however. 

A materials list also needs to be finalized 
for different structural elements in order to 
ensure a consistent look throughout the 
OFHH.  There is concern about the durability 
of some “natural” materials, and these need 
further exploration.  As economies cycle, 
technologies and markets evolve and other 
cultural factors change, regular reviews 
will be warranted regarding the “right” 
materials to keep the look of the OFHH 
consistent.  Considerations of durability and 
maintainability will need to be made against 
those of visual quality and ever evolving cost 
and environmental considerations.

8.8  Prioritization of 
Specific Projects

Potential improvements along the corridor 
need to be prioritized in order to determine 
where to begin implementation. This 
prioritization will be based on large part on 
available funding and the constructability 
of a specific project. It is important that the 
first projects be those that will help improve 
visibility for the OFHH. Final design solutions 
need to be evaluated in terms of how well 
they ‘fit’ with existing forms, textures, colors, 
and patterns in the region. 

Once priority areas have been defined 
and funding obtained, site specific designs 
need to be developed for those areas. The 
quality of design is essential on these first 
projects because they establish the bar 
for all future projects. Designs need to be 
consistent with the criteria established in this 
report and needs to be sensitive to existing 
environmental conditions. 

The plan for the Old Florida Heritage Highway 
focuses on two design types: corridors and 
nodes. The corridors are linear in nature 
and include the areas adjacent to roads, 
water bodies, and trails. Along roads, the 
corridor includes not only the right-of-way, 
but also adjacent areas that are part of the 
viewshed. Property owners of these adjacent 
areas should be encouraged to maintain 
the character of these landscapes. The 
emphasis on the corridors should be on 
preserving the existing visual character, as 
well as addressing selected places where 
this character can be restored or enhanced.  
These corridors define how people see the 
landscape and have a significant impact on 
tourism opportunities. Within the corridors, 
simple improvements such as the planting of 
wildflowers and the introduction of wayfinding 
signage with the OFHH logo are a logical 
next step.
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projects to be developed along the OFHH. 
These include:

 Visitor centers proposed for Payne’s •	
Prairie and the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 
State Park, but each of these facilities 
will be funded through state funds that 
are separate from any that would be 
available for the OFHH. 

 Less intensive open air interpretive •	
centers proposed for the Williston 
Gateway, I-75 Gateway, North Rim 
Overlook, Bolens Bluff, Micanopy, Lake 
Tuscawilla, Longleaf Pine Flatwoods 
Preserve, Rochelle, and Evinston. Of 
these, the Williston Gateway and Bolens 
Bluff are priorities.  

 Kiosks proposed at Tacoma, Wacahoota •	
Road terminus, South Gateway, 346/225, 
346 terminus, Oak Ridge Cemetery, 
Camp Canal/Prairie Creek, and 20/2082 
Gateway.

 Wayfinding signage located at selected •	
places along the corridors.

Of these projects, some are “next step” 
projects that have a higher priority for 
implementation. It is important to identify 
gateways leading into the Old Florida 
Heritage Highway. It is a way to let visitors 
know they have arrived in the OFHH and 

helps provide a context for interpretive 
opportunities. The development of a gateway 
at Williston Road should be a priority. This 
gateway will be one of the most visible for the 
OFHH because of its proximity to Gainesville. 
The design for this gateway needs to 
emphasize the use of an iconic element to 
serve as a visual landmark. This gateway will 
not include any parking, but should include 
amenities for pedestrians and cyclist who 
will use it as a trailhead that ties into the 
proposed multiuse trail along US 441. 

Potentially, one of the most accessible 
opportunities for improving the visitor 
experience is at Bolens Bluff. A new outdoor 
interpretive center in this location would help 
inform and orient visitors about the OFHH 
and other critical resources in the region. 
Signage and visibility along US 441 needs 
to be improved, and links to the proposed 
multi-use trail along the highway will help 
improve access. The proximity of Bolens 
Bluff to Paynes Prairie means that it can help 
inform visitors about opportunities at the new 
Paynes Prairie visitor center.

An outdoor interpretive center at the 
intersection of CR234 and US 441, which is 
one of the primary entrances into Micanopy, 
will potentially have a significant impact 
in orienting visitors about tourism related 
activities. This interpretive center will help 
visitors learn more about opportunities within 

the region as well as provide a visitation boost 
to both nearby destinations - Micanopy and 
Paynes Prairie. It also serves as a trailhead 
that links to the network pedestrian and bike 
paths along the OFHH.

A significant outdoor interpretive center at 
the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings State Historic 
Site could serve as a gateway into the OFHH 
and help inform visitors about tourism, 
recreational and interpretive opportunities. If 
this center focuses on thematic issues, such 
as the people who live here and their ways 
of working with nature, this will be consistent 
with the story being told throughout the rest of 
the corridors. 

A newly renovated visitor center at Paynes 
Prairie will offer major interpretative 
opportunities within the region. It is important 
that the interpretive opportunities along 
the OFHH inform visitors about, and are 
coordinated with, what is going on at this 
visitor center.  

Continued discussions need to occur with 
Paynes Prairie staff to work on details on 
several potential design decisions, include the 
possibility of removing the existing boardwalk 
along US 441. Another approach could be 
to redesign the boardwalk area to minimize 
the visual impact while still allowing visitors 
access from this location on US 441.
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There is great concern about the potential 
impact of any design improvements along 
Rochelle Road. This plan proposes a 
separate multi-use path on the north side 
of the road in order to provide a safe biking 
experience. Serious cyclists are expected to 
continue to share the road with motorists, but 
this is not a viable solution for a family out for 
a short ride. Additional design work is needed 
in order to determine how to construct a path 
that is sensitive to the existing cultural and 
natural resources and avoids any negative 
impact on the visual quality of the corridor. 
Critically important stands of scenic trees and 
rare or scenic wildflowers and other plants will 
need to be carefully mapped, and surveys of 
existing topography prepared, before serious 
design work can occur on this segment.  
Construction specifications will need to be 
included that address stringent protection 
of existing vegetation as well as low-impact 
techniques for site preparation and trail 
construction.  The addition of an equestrian 
path on the south side of the road could be 
done in such a way as to have a minimal 
impact, e.g through the use of stabilized in 
situ native soils, but would still require careful 
attention to details of alignment, width and the 
relationship to existing trees and vegetation. 

Developing a non-motorized recreational 
trail system associated with the Old Florida 
Heritage Highway is a high priority. The 

success of this system will be dependent 
upon how well these trails tie into regional 
and local trail networks. This will require 
linking with major existing trails (including 
the Hawthorne Trail and numerous 
others), proposed trails, and other existing 
neighborhood routes traditionally and 
historically used by pedestrians and 
equestrians. Careful attention will need to 
be paid to how the trail systems designed 
for specific user groups relate to the users’ 
travel patterns and mesh with those of other 
users, as well as how the trails affect the 
visual experience of visitors traveling along 
the highways.    

The obvious priority should be to develop 
a multi-use path along US 441, providing 
a safer and more enjoyable linkage form 
gainesville to Paynes Prairie, Micanopy and 
other destinations beyond. Thi spath should 
be developed first along the east side of 441 
- a second path on the west could be added 
at a later date, if needed - with the exact 
alignment to be determined on the basis of 
detailed site design work.   

On CR 325, a separate bike trail could be a 
significant amenity; if developed it  should be 
on the east side of the road. A bike trail here 
would help provide access to the Marjorie 
Kinnan Rawlings State Historic Site and make 
it a viable and interesting destination coming 
from Gainesville and other points north, via 

the Hawthorne Trail which is just 9 miles or so 
from the Rawlings site. 

The addition of trailheads  adjacent to, or on, 
abutting publicly owned property will help 
enhance connectivity. Among the priorities 
would be to provide a trailhead in Rochelle 
that would connect to several networks, 
including horse-drawn vehicle roads and a 
potential future multiuse rail-trail to Evinston.

Safer pedestrian and bike crossings need to 
be addressed all along the corridor. Currently, 
you are taking your life in your hands if you try 
to cross US 441 on foot. The right of way is 
extremely wide, there are no protected places 
to cross, and there is a high volume of fast-
moving traffic. Signals should be considered 
in selected locations since they would provide 
an opportunity to add a protected pedestrian 
crossing across the road. Consider a 
standalone pedestrian crossing if a signal 
light is not warranted, although it would not 
be as secure as would one with a light. At 
the intersection of US 234 and US 441, the 
addition of a push-button activated pedestrian 
traffic light would dramatically improve 
pedestrian safety. This type of facility is 
needed if pedestrian, equestrian, and bicycle 
related trails are going to achieve the desired 

level of connectivity.



o l d  f l o r i d a  h e r i t a g e  h i g h w a y 141
p a g e

Executive Summary
Project Overview

Corridor Analysis
Landscape Types

Public Participation
Interpretation

Design Themes & Concepts
Next Steps

Sources 
 Appendices 8.9  Funding

It is critical that sufficient funding be acquired 
to implement the recommendations in this 
plan if the Old Florida Heritage Highway is 
going to meet its stated goals. There may 
be opportunities for general funding through 
Alachua County, but given the financial 
constraints the County is currently going 
through, funding is expected to be limited. 
Other common funding techniques that may 
be applicable here, and which would need to 
be further explored at the County / regional 
level, may include:

 •	 Allocation of tourism development funds 
supported by “bed taxes” to nature / 
heritage tourism destinations such as the 
OFHH

 Referendum bonds for open space and •	
connectivity improvements

 Business improvement district funding for •	
corridor and node improvements in key 
“developed” locations such as Micanopy 
or the Williston Road gateway

 Philanthropic, corporate and other •	
private funding that may be solicited 
by non-profit “partner” entities (501c3 
corporations) in a capital campaign.  
This would require the establishment of 
a suitable non-profit corporation or the 
identification of an existing srtakeholder 

organization to act as the OFHH 
“champion.”

One state-level option is suggested by 
recent state legislation. On June 27, 2007, 
the Governor approved a law that authorizes 
the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services to provide marketing 
advice, technical expertise, promotional 
support, and product development related to 
agritourism to assist local governments and 
other entities. This legislation was enacted as 
Sections 570.96, 570.961, and 570.962, F.S. 
The law defines agritourism activity as, “any 
activity carried out on a farm or ranch or in 
a forest that allows members of the general 
public, for recreational, entertainment, or 
educational purposes, to view or enjoy 
rural activities, including farming, ranching, 
historical, cultural, harvest-your-own, or 
nature-based activities and attractions. An 
activity is an agritourism activity whether or 
not the participant paid to participate in the 
activity.”

Another option is to submit the Old Florida 
Heritage Highway for consideration as a 
National Scenic Byway. A benefit of pursuing 
scenic byway status is that it opens up new 
opportunities for funding. For example, 
the National Scenic Byways Discretionary 
Grants program, which is administered by 
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA),.

provides merit-based funding for byway-
related projects each year.

FHWA is currently focusing on projects with 
demonstrated benefits for the byway traveler, 
including large-scale, high-cost projects that 
provide strategic benefits to the byway. The 
Secretary of Transportation makes grants 
to States and Indian tribes to implement 
projects on highways designated as National 
Scenic Byways or All-American Roads, or as 
State or Indian tribe scenic byways. Projects 
submitted for consideration should benefit 
the byway traveler’s experience, whether it 
will help manage the intrinsic qualities that 
support the byway’s designation, shape the 
byway’s story, interpret the story for visitors, 
or improve visitor facilities along the byway.

There are eight categories of eligible project 
activities; 23 U.S.C. 162(c):

 State and Indian Tribe Scenic Byway •	
Programs 

 Corridor Management Plan •	

 Safety Improvements •	

 Byway Facilities •	

 Access to Recreation •	

 Resource Protection •	

 Interpretive Information •	

 Marketing Program •	
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With any scenic byway funding, the maximum 
Federal share is 80 percent, so a 20 percent 
match is required. This match could be 
an opportunity to build partnerships with 
agencies, organizations, and individuals 
interested in the Old Florida Heritage 
Highway.

In addition, other federal sources such as the 
TEA programs may become viable sources 
of funding for project such as OFHH that 
provide for alternative transportation models.  
In selected areas such as Micanopy, the 
Safe Routes to School initiative (SRTS) may 
have applicability.  Finally, urban forestry 
and beautification grants at both the state 
and federal levels as well as from private 
foundations may have a role in limited 
applications.
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09 |  Sources

SOURCES

Alachua County 2001-2020 Comprehensive Plan•	

Alachua County 2020 Future Land Use Map •	

Alachua County Land Development Code •	

Old Florida Heritage Highway Corridor Management Plan (CMP) •	

Relevant corridor traffic data for Alachua County •	

FDOT right-of-way, utility, sidewalks, multi-purpose paths and •	

stormwater management maps and studies. 

Alachua County aerials•	

Alachua County USGS maps•	

Relevant corridor wetland and environmental information•	

FDOT five-year work program•	

Alachua County Transportation Capital Improvement Schedule•	

Town of Micanopy US 441 Design Guidelines•	

Town of Micanopy Native American Heritage Preserve Plan•	

Relevant state park management plans (Paynes Prairie and •	

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings)
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Lochloosa Wildlife Conservation Area Management  Plan•	

Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve Management Plan•	
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10 |  appendices

SECTION CONTENTS

10.1   Project Budget

10.2  Scenic Highway Organization Models

10.3  Alachua County Maps

10.4  Trails at Paynes Prairie

10.5  Future Land Use 2020 - Rural Clusters 

10.6  Interpretive Themes

10.7  Preliminary Plant List
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for the 
OLD FLORIDA HERITAGE HIGHWAY 

Interpretation of the OFHH will stress two overarching 
concepts: 1) how natural resources have driven the dynamics 
of human settlement; and 2) that the scenes we see now 
are snapshots in time emerging from the epic story of this 
changing landscape. Throughout the corridor, interpretation 
will emphasize celebration of this area’s unique natural 
resources and authentic working landscapes. 

Karst Hydrogeology
[Link to BBB re springs. Clarify fact/fiction and explain history 
of plugs/floods and drains/droughts..]

Karst Geology•	

Karst is dissolving swiss cheese made out of •	
limestone

Collapse of cave roof created Paynes Prairie•	

Suwannee Straits may have flowed through the •	
prairie

Alachua Sink, Alachua Lake, and the Ferry•	

La Chua = Big Jug •	

Numerous high and low water periods [Bartram found •	
much of prairie flooded. As mentioned below, 1925 

flood delayed 441 construction.]

Sink clogged and prairie became a lake 1871-91•	

“Chacala”  32 ft steamboat from Alachua Sink to •	
Micanopy [Where was Micanopy landing?] 

Shifting Mosaic of Marshes and Prairies•	

Wetlands don’t always stay underwater; they cycle •	
from wet to dry [Relate shifts to climate changes as 
well as karst processes] 

How wet a place gets for how long determines what •	
type of wetland it is

Marshes and prairies are kept open and grassy by •	
fires during droughts 

 Marsh-prairie types along hydrologic gradient•	

The Serengeti Phenomenon •	

[Describe flood/drought food production/•	
concentration process.]

Old Drainage Schemes -  Getting Rid of Too Much Water•	

Camps Canal diverted Prairie Creek to River Styx •	

Current Water Wars -  Grabbing for Too Little Water •	

Growth placing unprecedented demands on water •	
resources

Water’s goes from Paynes Prairie to the ocean •	
through the Ocklawaha [map]

The big pipe plan•	

Determining and maintaining minimum flows•	
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work.]

Grazing on The Great Alachua Savanna 
Prehistoric Grazers•	

Late Miocene grasslands attracted grazers: horses, •	
antelopes

Grazers attracted predators:  false sabercats, hyena-types 

Historic Wildlife [Include Bartram’s description of “The •	
extensive Alachua Savanna…”]. 

Bison•	

Arrived Late Miocene or Early Pleistocene•	

Florida’s vegetation supported meager population •	
compared to western prairies [Bartram saw no bison.]

Reintroduced 1975.•	

Rebounding from brucellosis reduction •	

Dangerous!•	

Spanish Ranching •	

Began in 1640s when a few Potanos were only •	
people in area

Invading Indians killed most of the cattle in 1656 •	

Named La Chua when it became largest ranch in •	
Florida in 1670 

Attacked multiple times by Indians and English •	
colonists, twice by pirates 

Ended when FL Governor’s soldiers [English?] burned •	
blockhouse in 1706

Cracker Cowboys•	

Florida Cowboy Culture - Name came from whip-•	
cracking

The Cattle•	

The Horses•	

Grazing Ecology and Range Management•	

Increasers/decreasers •	

Grazing and mowing effects•	

Stocking rates•	

Pasture rotation•	

The Surrounding Forest
Pinelands•	

[Melanie Barr with the Alachua County Historical •	
Society knows Lochlosa pineland history. Link to 
BBB for more extensive pineland interpretation, with 
emphasis on scrub and sandhill types. Relate to 
Goodwin lumber salvage. Use/credit excerpts from 
Goodwin’s Longleaf Legacies calendar.] 

Original longleaf forest dominated the SE Coastal •	
Plain

[Use quotes re monotony of mile after mile of the •	
same landscape.]
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maintained by fire 

Pinelands on level sites with high water table and •	
hardpan are flatwoods vs. sandhill or scrub 

Most local pinelands were flatwoods•	

Extraordinary groundcover diversity changed with the •	
seasons

Cattle favored wiregrass over decreasers  [Link to •	
Grazing Ecology.]  

Big trees harvested  [Relate to local mills, activities, •	
people, uses for wood . Use quotes from ]

Turpentining damaged remaining trees [Recommend •	
pots, artifacts for interpretation. Relate to old (still 
existing? ) still site in Grove Park. Jake Huffman has 
list of still sites.]

Fire suppression allowed hardwood invasion •	

Pulpwood plantations replaced real pine forests•	

Ecological restoration turning plantations back into •	
‘natural” pinelands 

 Red Oak Woods•	

[Use old quotes out of Ewel & Myers, etc.]•	

Park-like forests with big red oak and mockernuts •	

Characteristic of the Alachua - Marion Hammock Belt •	

Ecotone where fire entered hammock edges •	

Favored and influenced by native Americans •	

Produced Spanish moss for upholstery stuffing•	

[Old moss processing shed next to history museum in •	
Micanopy. Relate to Archie Carr’s writings about the 
live oak moss forest.] 

Rich soils caused clearing for cotton in 1800s •	

Most remnants lost to logging, development and fire •	
suppression

Hardwood Hammocks•	

[Use Bartram’s quotes re contrast: “the most sudden •	
transition from darkness to light, that can possibly be 
exhibited in a natural landscape.” Check old sources 
Bill Platt cites in Ewel & Myers. ]

Best developed in the Alachua – Marion Hammock •	
Belt

Occur on fire-protected sites like near wetlands   •	

Climax magnolias cut for crates [Relate to Franklin •	
Crates. What other hardwoods were affected?]

Repeatedly degraded by logging and clearing•	

Current forests mostly young, weedy, and lacking •	
diversity 

Reptile Mecca
[Link to BBB re Ross Allen at Silver Springs. Use •	
quotes from Archie Carr. Relate to phenomenal 
roadkill numbers 

Alligators•	
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Snakes•	

Herpetologists•	

Birdwatcher’s Paradise

Wading Birds [Relate flood/drought food production to •	
Karst Hyrdogeology.]

Cranes [Include whooping crane reintroduction. •	
Discuss resident vs. migrant sandhill cranes. 
Describe pairing and chick-rearing behaviors.] 

White Pelicans [Relate to Serengeti Phenomenon.]•	

Ospreys and Eagles•	

Micanopy as a Cultural Center 

This theme will emphasize the following three subthemes, •	
but interpretive materials will also mention the town’s role 
as an antique center and a movie location and relate what 
happened here to the broader discussions of the Seminole 
Wars, the citrus industry, and the transportation changes 
that led Micanopy to become the region’s mercantile 
center in the early 1900s, then lose that dominance to 
Gainesville. Franklin Crates will be acknowledged as the 
town’s central industry and use of magnolia [and what 
other woods?] for crate construction linked to mention of 
hardwood hammock clearing/degradation.    

Native American Capital [Explain Micanopy’s •	
significance to each group.] 

Coastal Deptford People moved inland and became •	
Cades Pond People 100-200 AD

Settled around Paynes Prairie•	

First year-round interior residents •	

Alachua – Tradition Culture came from SE GA and •	
displaced Cades Pond People 800 AD

Timucuans 1500s-1730s•	

Potanos [How did they fit in? Time period? Clarify •	
that Micanopy was a Seminole capital, not Potano or 
earlier.] 

Creeks arrived [where?] from GA in 1730s [What was •	
interaction with Timucuans who disappeared same 
time? ] 

First leader was Ahaya (Cowkeeper) from Oconee •	
tribe

Indians [which/when?] moved from Alachua Sink to •	
Cuscowilla to escape steaminess, fishy odors, and 
mosquitoes 

Seminoles •	

Descended from Creeks•	

Became independent in 1771•	

Earned name “semanolies” = wild people or runaways •	
[Name originally applied to just Alachua group. 
Applied to all FL Indians after 1810.]
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DeSoto passed by to the west [Relate to Wacahoota •	
area.]

Spaniards came to Potanos [at Micanopy?] [from St. •	
Augustine?] in 1539

Spanish missions [near Micanopy?] established •	
beginning 1565 were destroyed [by English?] in early 
1700s.

Town character reflected in the Hippie Era•	

[Mention anti-war activists during Viet Nam.]•	

Welcome/tolerance of individualism/idiosyncracy  •	
[Include a few stories?]

Café society revitalized Micanopy commerce in early •	
1970s

Street musicians and rock ‘n’ roll club•	

The artists [Did fall festivals begin at this time? Story •	
re juried show phases?] 

Emerson Building – Museum of Modern Art•	

Mother Earth - region’s first health food store •	

Art galleries gave way to antique shops•	

Movies •	

Cross Creek 1983•	

Doc Hollywood 1991•	

Miracle Child mid-1990s•	

Devil’s Advocate 1997•	

The Second Seminole War
[Get George Thomas’ maps and use to relate events to •	
specific spots along corridor. Ck with Kathleen Pagan re 
source of battlefield funding and discuss in related text in 
relation to facilities on/near these sites.]

Seminole wars were over whites encroaching on Indian •	
lands

Early disputes were between American Patriots and •	
Cowkeeper over fertile Alachua lands

First Seminole War was in 1817 along GA border•	

OFHH corridor was ground zero for Second Seminole war •	

1835-1842•	

Over US trying to take land and relocate Indians to •	
west of Mississippi

Chiefs were captured and remainder of Seminoles •	
retreated to the Everglades

Battles [Show on map with dates?]•	

Black Point•	

Black Pools•	

Welika Pond •	

Sherwood Party•	

Micanopy•	

Leaders•	

Micanopy•	

Osceola•	
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[Get FDACS list of Alachua County Pioneer Farms from •	
FL Ag Museum.] [Tie in Reddick Hardware here; exotic 
animals, John Deere collection, seeds and supplies for 
local area] 

Climate Change and Citrus Growing [Relate to Cold •	
Before Morning. Use quote from p 25 of Eden South.]

Development of Local Citrus Industry•	

Oranges introduced by Spaniards in 1565•	

Grown near every Indian village thereafter•	

First shipped north in 1763•	

Citrus Center in the Late 1800s•	

Citrus became a major industry after Civil War when •	
railroad development facilitated shipping

Turn of the Century Freezes [LCD will flesh out with •	
key dates, temperatures, etc. from Attaway book.] 

Four short train whistle blasts at Tacoma, Ascot, and •	
Micanopy warned growers of impending freezes

Remnant Citrus Groves•	

[Interpret both existing citrus groves and successional •	
and land use changes on former sites. Where?] 

Climate Changes •	

Historic Local Extremes•	

Historic Climate Cycles•	

Global Warming   •	

The “Vegetable Section” •	

[LCD has plenty of info and will flesh this out with crops, •	
history, etc. ]

[Leading grower was a black man near Paynes •	
Prairie.]

[Feature Evinston in this discussion, using Elyse’s •	
notes.] 

[Include Woods’ Evinston garden/store/book, •	
Stephens book, other local expertise.]

Cotton•	

[Relate to red oak clearing.]•	

Region produced valuable Sea Island – long staple •	
type [ck]

Micanopy became a cotton-growing center in mid-•	
1860s 

Local gins •	

Other Crops•	

[LCD has plenty of info and will flesh this out with •	
crops, history, etc. ]

Tobacco [Do we have any old tobacco sheds left •	
along route?]

Indians grew for medicinal value•	

Tung Trees•	
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[Use Elyse’s notes to discuss Levy and Tacoma here.] •	
[Talk to Charles Horn. Says Margaret Rosenberger wrote 
three relevant books. Says there’s an old foundation still at 
Tacoma, where tomatoes, cukes, and squash were raised 
for truck farming. Family of former Sheriff Ramsey has 
photos.] [Williams refers to Levi Plantation near Wauberg.] 

Roads and Railways
Early Roads•	

[Recommend map showing where major roads were •	
when. LCD has much info from Bellamy Road study. 
Include route of 1860s stagecoach from Micanopy 
west around Paynes Prairie to Gainesville. Also route 
south by Waterlily (Welika Pond?) on Price’s Scrub. 
Need to check Rob Pierce’s historic map collection. 
Use Charles Vignoles 1820s quote: “The paths 
through this portion of Florida are numerous: the 
main routes from the Suwannee meet in the center 
of the Alachua at the town of Micanopy.” Ck out John 
Muir’s 1000-mile walk. Ck out route of Micanopy to 
Palatka stagecoach road. Also Tampa-Lake City(?) 
stagecoach road that runs along S boundary of Carr 
Property and W boundary of Price’s Scrub, then S to 
Flemington as NW 100th Ave Rd.]

The Railroads•	

[Need to clarify construction phases and how •	
commerce followed the railroads afterward. A map 

showing routes and time periods would be useful. 
Perhaps with icons/illustrations indicating the crops 
they carried. Ed Geers says Harold Magee has 
mapped Alachua County rr history.]

[Use Elyse’s notes to feature Rochelle history in this •	
section, relating to both historic railroad and current 
rail-trail. Check into info Matheson Museum gathered 
for their Rochelle-Windsor program. Get Tom Fay’s 
information. He says his great-great-grandfather’s 
mansion E of Oak Ridge Cemetery was built on the 
site of King Payne’s home. He also says that Ft. 
Crane is on the Tilman property near Rochelle, as are 
the ruins of the Madison Starke Perrry house. Talk to 
Susan Marynowski.]   

Florida Railroad [Company?] was first•	

[Incorporated 1853. Later reorganized as Atlantic, •	
Gulf and West India Transportation Company, then 
Florida Transit Railroad.] 

Many tracks destroyed during Civil War [Locally?] •	

Trains brought yellow fever [When?]•	

In 1881 the (Gainesville, Ocala and Charlotte Harbor •	
Railroad) Florida Southern Railroad was built to serve 
the Payne’s Prairie region

[Which was name of railroad? Ran through Rochelle? •	
And where?] 

Micanopy did not want to be a noisy “train town” so •	
depot was originally located at Micanopy Junction 
[Where?] 
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[Ran north out of Micanopy and east of Lake •	
Wauburg to Ascot (where the interpretive center is) 
and across George’s pond to Tacoma.]

The Gainesville and Gulf Railway Company railroad •	
was built in 1895 

G&G = “Grits and Gravy”•	

Followed old stage coach routes [Where?]•	

Became Tampa and Jacksonville Railway Company •	
in 1906

T&J = “Tug & Jerk” because it made frequent stops at •	
farms until rural delivery began in 1907

Never connected Tampa and Jacksonville•	

Railroad went out of business in 1943•	

[Which? Some were active into 1980s.]•	

The Highways•	

Micanopy Road (now Wacahoota Road) was major •	
access route before 1927.

[Paved 1923.]•	

441•	

Dixie Highway completed 1927•	

From Lake City to [where in S FL?]•	

1925 prairie flooding delayed construction•	

All except Paynes Prairie segment finished in 1926 •	

Equipment left to rust by roadside •	

Two-mile westward  spur to FAA navigational facility built •	
in 1950s [Other names for highway?]

Scenic highway designation [History of OFHH effort.]•	

I-75•	

Completed 1964•	

Road Ecology•	

[Link to BBB for more extensive interpretation along SR •	
40.] 

Ecological Barriers•	

Roadkill [Tie the way herpetologists came to collect •	
snakes into discussion of Reptile Mecca. Check/expand 
statements that 18,000 snakes were killed each year 
and that, before the ecopassages, nearly 4x as many 
animals were killed on 441 and I-75 on Paynes Prairie as 
anywhere else in FL.]

Wildlife Crossings•	

Underpasses•	

Overpasses•	

Edge Effects•	

Dispersal Corridors•	

Cogongrass•	

Today’s Trail Networks [Link to OGT’s origins in •	
Conservation Leadership. Relate a modern carriage 
driving trail network to historic road interpretation.] 
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[Link quotes to historic grazing discussion, alligators, etc.]•	

Son of botanist John Bartram[ck]•	

With his father, established first US nursery and •	
printed first plant catalog

Successful naturalist who failed at business•	

 Tried to run cotton and indigo plantation•	

Became pioneering botanical explorer •	

Regional explorations•	

Sent to explore England’s newly acquired colony of •	
East Florida in 1765

Collected plants, seeds, and specimens and prepared •	
drawings for botanist [ck?] John Fothergill in 1772

Local explorations•	

Joined traders heading for Cuscowilla in 1774•	

Admired and explored the Great Alachua Savanna•	

Called Puc Puggy (flower hunter) by Indians•	

Published “Travels” in 1791•	

Account of journeys through SE US•	

First detailed ecological description of Florida •	

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings
[What were timelines? When did she divorce Rawlings and •	
when did she marry hotel manager Norton Baskins?  

Before Cross Creek•	

[Discuss upbringing and who she was in NYC. Was this •	
when she became a civil rights advocate and knew Indira 
Gandhi, Mary McLeod Bethune and Zora Neale Hurston?]

Arrival at Cross Creek•	

MKR first saw in 1928•	

Eager to get out of NYC•	

Captivated by remoteness, wildness, simple lifestyle, and •	
Florida Crackers

Acquired homesite with first husband, Charles Rawlings •	

Husband’s north-central FL brothers found the spot•	

House came with barn, tenant house, 2 cows, 2 mules, •	
150 chicken coops, 2 chicken brooders, a planter, reaper, 
cultivators, sweeps and an old Ford truck

Cross Creek•	

[Emphasize how the book and the place have defined •	
each other.] 

The Place•	

Fish camp between two lakes•	

[Relate creeks/lakes to hydrology discussions.]•	

Named for connecting Lake Lochloosa and Orange Lake •	



o l d  f l o r i d a  h e r i t a g e  h i g h w a y 199
p a g e

Executive Summary
Project Overview

Corridor Analysis
Landscape Types

Public Participation
Interpretation

Design Themes & Concepts
Next Steps

Sources 
 Appendices Fishing•	

Special character  [Use quotes, including: “Cross •	
Creek belongs to the wind and the rain, to the sun 
and the season, to the cosmic secrecy of seed, and 
beyond all, to time.” “I do not know how anyone can 
live without some small place of enchantment to turn 
to.”]

The People•	

“Ordinary Crackers” [Use quotes.]•	

MKR’s friends and visitors•	

Ross Allen [Relate to reptile discussions.]•	

Other writers•	

Glisson – The Creek•	

Artists•	

Books•	

Cross Creek•	

Cross Creek Cookery•	

Idella Parker•	

Was MKR’s “perfect maid” for 13 years. Many of the •	
recipes were hers. The only thank you she received 
was an autographed copy.

The Yearling•	

[Relate to Big Scrub interpretation along BBB.]•	

South Moon Under•	

Archie and Marjorie Carr
[Link to BBB re Marjorie’s role in protecting the Ocklawaha. •	
Discuss key points/quotes with David and siblings.] 

Archie as a Zoologist•	

Sea turtles•	

Archie as a Nature Writer•	

Marjorie as a Conservation Leader•	

FDE•	

Fighting the Barge Canal•	

Stories From Wewa Pond•	

Alligators•	

Armadillos•	

Frogs•	

Spanish Moss•	

The Wacahoota Jubilee•	

Land Conservation Leadership
Florida Leads Nation in Conservation Land Acquisition•	

Pioneering Work Was Done Here [Include work Helen •	
Hood, Bob Simons, et al. did in 1970s. Link back to Archie 
and Marjorie  Carr.]

Alachua County Inventory Pilot Project•	
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Cooperating to assemble green infrastructure •	

State Programs•	

[mention local projects for each, using map]•	

CARL•	

Greenways and Trails•	

Florida Forever•	

Local Programs•	

Land Trusts •	

Alachua County Forever•	

Moving from Acquisition into Stewardship•	

CSOs•	

Ecological Restoration•	

Management Challenges•	
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for OFHH Landscaping
•	

Scientific Name   Common Name•	

•	

Acer rubrum    red maple•	

Acer saccharum var. floridanum  florida maple•	

Aesculus pavia   red buckeye•	

Agalinis    gerardia•	

Aleurites fordii   tung tree•	

Amorpha fruticosa   indigo bush•	

Amorpha herbacea   leadplant•	

Andropogon    bluestem•	

Aralia spinosa   devil's walkingstick•	

Aristida stricta   wiregrass•	

Asclepias humistrata   sandhill milkweed•	

Asclepias tuberosa   butterflyweed•	

Asimina    pawpaw•	

Aspidistra elatior   cast iron plant•	

Asplenium platyneuron ebony   spleenwort•	

Athyrium filix-femina subsp. Asplenioides    southern lady fern•	

Azalea indica    indica azalea•	

Baccharis halimifolia  saltbush•	

Balduina angustifolia  honeycomb head•	

Baptisia lactea  white wild indigo•	

Berlandiera subacaulis  common greeneyes•	

Bidens mitis   smallfruit tickseed•	

Bignonia capreolata  crossvine•	

bumelia   Sideroxylon•	

Butia capitata   pindo palm•	

Callicarpa americana  beautyberry•	

Callirhoe papaver  woodland poppymallow•	

Camellia japonica  camellia•	

Campsis radicans  orange trumpetcreeper•	

Canna flaccida  golden canna•	

Carphephorus corymbosus lavender paintbrush•	

Carphephorus odoratissimus vanilla leaf•	

Carphephorus paniculatus hairy trilisa•	

Carpinus caroliniana  ironwood•	

Carya alba   mockernut hickory•	

Catalpa bignonioides  southern catalpa•	

Celtis laevigata  sugarberry•	

Cercis canadensis  redbud•	

Chamaecrista fasciculata partridge pea•	

Chasmanthium nitidum  shiny woodoats•	
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Chionanthus virginicus  fringetree•	

Chrysopsis   goldenaster•	

Citrus sinensis  sweet orange•	

Coreopsis basalis  dye flower•	

Coreopsis gladiata  coastal plain tickseed•	

Coreopsis lanceolata  lanceleaf tickseed•	

Coreopsis leavenworthii leavenworth's tickseed•	

Coreopsis nudata  georgia tickseed•	

Cornus florida  flowering dogwood•	

Crataegus marshallii  parsley hawthorn•	

Crataegus uniflora  dwarf hawthorn•	

Crinum   crinum lily•	

Cycas revoluta  sago palm•	

Dicerandra densiflora  dixie mint•	

Diospyros virginiana  persimmon•	

Dyschoriste oblongifolia twinflower•	

Elephantopus elatus  florida elephantsfoot•	

Eragrostis elliotii  elliot lovegrass•	

Eragrostis spectabilis  purple lovegrass•	

Eremochloa ophiuroides centipedegrass•	

Erianthus alopecuroides silver plumegrass•	

Erianthus giganteus  sugarcane plumegrass•	

Erigeron strigosus  daisy fleabane•	

Eriobotrya japonica  loquat•	

Eryngium yuccifolium  rattlesnake master•	

Erythrina herbacea  coral bean•	

Eupatorium   boneset•	

Eupatorium mohrii  mohr's eupatorium•	

Ficus carica   edible fig•	

Fortunella   kumquat•	

Gardenia jasminoides  gardenia•	

Glandularia pulchella  moss verbena•	

Gloriosa superba  gloriosa lily•	

Ilex cassine   dahoon holly•	

Ilex opaca   american holly•	

Illicium parviflorum  star anise•	

Liatris   blazing star•	

Liatris aspera   rough blazing star•	

Liatris graminifolia  grassleaf blazing star•	

Liatris tenuifolia  sandhill blazing star•	

Liriope muscari  liriope•	

Litsea aestivalis  pondspice•	

Lobelia cardinalis  cardinal flower•	

Lobelia puberula  downy lobelia•	

Lonicera sempervirens  coral honeysuckle•	
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 Appendices Ludwigia maritima  coastal plain seedbox•	

Lyonia ferruginea  crookedwood•	

Lyonia lucida   shiny lyonia•	

Magnolia grandiflora  magnolia•	

Magnolia virginiana  sweetbay•	

Mirabilis jalapa  four-o'clock•	

Mitchella repens  partridgeberry•	

Monarda punctata  dotted horsemint•	

Morus rubra   red mulberry•	

Muhlenbergia capillaris hairgrass•	

Musa X paradisiaca  common banana•	

Myrica cerifera  wax myrtle•	

Nephrolepis cordifolia  tuberous sword fern•	

Nyssa biflora   blackgum•	

Nyssa sylvatica  sourgum•	

Odontonema strictum  firespike•	

Oplismenus setarius  woodsgrass•	

Osmanthus americanus devilwood•	

Osmunda cinnamomea cinnamon fern•	

Ostrya virginiana  hophornbeam•	

Panicum   panicum•	

Panicum dichotomiflorum fall panicum•	

Parthenocissus quinquefolia virginia creeper•	

Passiflora incarnata  maypop•	

Penstemon australis  wine-throated beardtongue•	

Phlox drummondii  drummond phlox•	

Pinus palustris  longleaf pine•	

Piptochaetium avenaceum blackseed needlegrass•	

Piriqueta caroliniana  piriqueta•	

Pityopsis graminifolia  silkleaf goldenaster•	

Polypodium polypodioides resurrection fern•	

Prunus angustifolia  chickasaw plum•	

Pseudognaphalium obtusifolium   rabbit tobacco•	

Pteridium aquilinum  bracken•	

Quercus austrina  bastard white oak•	

Quercus falcata  southern red oak•	

Quercus geminata  sand live oak•	

Quercus incana  bluejack oak•	

Quercus michauxii  swamp chestnut oak•	

Quercus stellata  post oak•	

Quercus virginiana  live oak•	

Rhexia   meadow beauty•	

Rhexia mariana  pale meadow beauty•	

Rhododendron canescens pinxter azalea•	

Rhododendron viscosum swamp azalea•	

Rhus copallina  shining sumac•	
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Rudbeckia mollis  softhair coneflower•	

Ruellia caroliniensis  wild petunia•	

Sabal minor   blue palmetto•	

Sabal palmetto  cabbage palm•	

Sabatia   rose gentian•	

Sabatia brevifolia  white sabatia•	

Salvia lyrata   lyreleaf sage•	

Saururus cernuus  lizardtail•	

Scleria triglomerata  tall nutrush•	

Scutellaria   skullcap•	

Scutellaria integrifolia  rough skullcap•	

Serenoa repens  saw palmetto•	

Sideroxylon   bumelia•	

Sisyrinchium angustifolium narrowleaf blueeyed grass•	

Smilax pumila  sarsaparilla vine•	

Solidago   goldenrod•	

Solidago odora  sweet goldenrod•	

Solidago odora var. chapmanii chapman's goldenrod•	

Spartina bakeri  sand cordgrass•	

Stachys floridana  florida betony•	

Symphyotrichum carolinianum climbing aster•	

Symphyotrichum dumosum lavender bush aster•	

Symphyotrichum elliottii elliott's aster•	

Taxodium distichum  baldcypress•	

Tephrosia   hoary pea•	

Tephrosia chrysophylla golden hoary pea•	

Tetragonotheca helianthoides squarehead•	

Tilia americana  basswood•	

Tradescantia   spiderwort•	

Trichostema dichotomon common bluecurls•	

Tridens flavus  purpletop greasegrass•	

Ulmus alata   winged elm•	

Vaccinium   blueberry•	

Vaccinium arboreum  sparkleberry•	

Vaccinium darrowii  dwarf blueberry•	

Vaccinium myrsinites  shiny blueberry•	

Vaccinium stamineum  deerberry•	

Verbesina   crownbeard•	

Vernonia angustifolia  narrowleaf ironweed•	

Vernonia gigantea  giant ironweed•	

Viburnum nudum  swamp haw•	

Viburnum obovatum  walter's viburnum•	

Viburnum rufidulum  rusty blackhaw•	

Washingtonia filifera  california fan palm•	

Wisteria sinensis  chinese wisteria•	
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 Appendices Woodwardia areolata  netted chain fern•	

Woodwardia virginica  virginia chain fern•	

Yucca filamentosa  adam's needle•	

Zamia floridana  florida coontie•	

Zanthoxylum clava-herculis hercules club•	

Zephyranthes atamasco atamasco lily•	


