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How to pay for your trail construction

ÅSun Trail ɀFDOT - $25 million per year on average ɀnew vehicle registration fees

ÅOffice of Greenways and Trails
Å1/3 to fund the development of the Coast to Coast Trail

Å1/3 to fund the development of the St. Johns River-to-Sea Loop

Å1/3 to fund other trails on the Office of Greenways and Trails priority trail network

ÅSun Trail can fund design, acquisition of right-of-way, and construction.  No matching 
funds and no sunset!

ÅSun Trail can also fund re-surfacing of a trail

ÅSun Trail will not fund trail amenities to include restrooms, parking, wayfinding 
signage, maps, water fountains, etc. 

ÅEminent domain

ÅCurrently, Sun Trail will not include in 5 year work plan

ÅMaintenance contract



Trail maintenance costs

ÅEstablish level of service
ÅMowing ɀ20 times per year rural and 32 times per year urban ɀ61 inch cut

ÅBlowing off trail- 1 to 2 times per week

ÅTrash collection ɀ1 to 2 times per week

ÅAll other services are on an as needed basis (tree trimming, pavement repairs, vandalism repairs, etc.)

Å$3,900 per year per mile on average
ÅMowing - $74.76 per cut per mile on average

ÅBlowing off a trail - $10.75 per mile on average

ÅTrash collection - $6.30 per can on average

ÅLower your maintenance costs in the design/construction phase

ÅProper root raking- trees that die after construction will impact your operating costs

ÅMinimum of 1 ¼  asphalt thickness with a 6 inch limestone base  

ÅClear a 32 feet wide path for a 12 foot wide trail - this will prevent tree growth from damaging 
the trail down the road

ÅContractor should remove all dead or dying trees before project acceptance 



How to pay for trail maintenance

ÅȰ4ÒÁÉÌÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÄÅÓÉÒÅÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÍÅÎÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÏÍÅÏ×ÎÅÒÓ ÓÅÅË 
×ÈÅÎ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ Á ÈÏÍÅȱ - National Association of Home Builders 2008.

ÅVarious studies indicate property values increase 3% to 5% when near a 
trail which in turn boosts the amount of property taxes collected.

Å,ÅÔÓ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓȣ



Property values - by the numbers

Å4ÁØÁÂÌÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ΧȟΦΦΦ ÆÅÅÔ ÏÆ 6ÏÌÕÓÉÁ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ 
existing paved trail system 

ÅIncrease in residential property value attributable to proximity to trail system 
(4%)

ÅGeneral fund millage rate is $5.5900 per thousand dollars of taxable value

ÅTotal incremental tax benefit to Volusia County

ÅTotal incremental economic value to residential property owner



Economic impact

ÅTrail users spend approximately $20 per visit

ÅEvaluate by looking at incremental growth in 
visitors to your community because of your trails

ÅEvaluate visitors already coming to your 
community but extend their stay 

ÅEvaluate local residents buying goods or services to 
use the trail



Trail Signage



DUAL LOGO MILE M ARK E R SIGN DETAIL (FOR M IL E M ARK E R SIGNS 2 TO 24.5)

(EACH PANEL IS 6" WIDE BY 16" TA

OAST  TO  COAST   LOGO  MILE  MARKER  STICKER  DETAIL  (FOR  MILE  MARKER  SIGNS  OTO   1.5  AND  

25   TO  26.5)

TRAIL SIDE OF POST BACK SIDE OF POST

l    Å                                                l     Å                                                                                                                      ' .

Trail wayfinding

Å Many details had to be 
coordinated with FDOT 
to comply with federal 
standards.

Å Icons, duration of travel 
and mode of travel, art 
work, sign material, 
height, post material, 
powder coating, color 
palette, sign thickness, 
fasteners, etc. 



Sign locations and content

Å Sign content and sign location 
at each installation point is 
depicted on the tables and 
maps. 

Å Most wayfinding signs are 
double sided to inform users 
traveling in opposite 
directions. 


