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Thank you for visiting our byway. Our corridor story is unique in its focus on the history and 

heritage of the Halifax River Region. While our scenic and recreational resources are second to 

none, it is the 300 years of history and heritage that we are so proud of. 

The following Visitor’s Itinerary was developed to highlight our byways outstanding resources that 

range from Cultural, Historic, Archaeological, Recreational, Natural & Scenic. Even though we 

have a wealth of resources present along our corridor, our Itinerary will only focus on a select 

few.  

Whether you only explore a few segments of our byway or decide to spend the day driving the 

entire corridor, rest assured you’ll learn, have fun, and come back for more. 

Enjoy your adventure, please come back to see us again, and share our story.  

 

Halifax Heritage Byway Organization   

     

 

 



Halifax Heritage Byway 

Byway Visitor Itinerary 

 

2 

 

Background 

The Halifax Heritage Byway is a series of roads that embrace the Halifax River Region of Volusia 

County. This 35-mile corridor passes through five communities and includes a range of intrinsic 

resources from historic neighborhoods dating back hundreds of years, to individual beach side 

communities with special stories to tell. Together, these local stories document a region of history 

and growth.  

The corridor is best described as a series of three community loops. Individually, the resources 

located within each loop make a significant contribution to that loop’s story. When combined they 

offer a glimpse of over 300 years of man’s history along the Halifax River.  

Multicultural heritage, passion for the horseless carriage, and treasured beachside communities 

have attracted visitors to the area for more than a century. While the history of each loop is unique 

in the story it tells, these stories do not stand alone. Each plays a key role to help describe the 

Tapestry of Resources that makes up the Halifax Heritage byway. 
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In-Town Loop 

The history of the In-Town Loop has been evolving for nearly 300 years. To this day, the area’s 

roots are strong, and the people of this part of the corridor are proud of their resources and are 

eager to tell their story. 
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1. Basilica of St. Paul (317 Mullally Street): Originally known as St. Paul’s 

Church, the Basilica of St. Paul was constructed in the late half of the 

19th century and the first Mass was held March 16, 1862. Built in a 

Spanish mission-style, the Basilica of St. Paul would serve as the home 

for a visiting Pope when traveling in this part of Florida.  

2. Dr. Howard Thurman Home (614 Whitehall Street): A famous Baptist minister, author, 

college professor and civil rights movement mentor, 

Dr. Howard Thurman lived in this home from his birth 

in 1899 until he moved to Jacksonville to attend the 

Florida Academy Baptist High School in the 1910’s 

(the closest high school available to black Daytonians 

until the 1930s).  

3. Jackie Robinson Ball Park (105 Orange Ave, Daytona Beach): This historic ballpark 

opened on June 4, 1914 and is the 4th oldest ballpark still 

used in professional baseball. The ballpark was renamed for 

Jackie Robinson in 1989, with a statue being added outside 

the Orange Avenue Gate to celebrate Jackie Robinson 

breaking the color barrier and playing his first professional 

game at the ballpark. The “Jack” has undergone numerous 

renovations in the last decade to improve its amenities and 

modernize, while still keeping its history and historic charm.  

4. Kling House (220-222 Magnolia Ave): Constructed in 1907, was the 

summer home of Amos Kling, the father-in-law of U.S. President Warren 

Harding.  

5. Mount Arrarat, Bellevue Memorial and Cedar Hill Cemeteries (Bellevue Avenue): The 

six-acre Mount Arrarat Cemetery on Bellevue Avenue is the oldest black 

cemetery in the city. Established in 1899, many of the founders of the city 

are buried in this  cemetery. Adjacent to, and across Bellevue Avenue 

from Mount Arrarat Cemetery, are the equally historic Bellevue Memorial 

and Cedar Hill Cemeteries.  
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6. Campbell Hotel (Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune Boulevard & Walnut Street): During the Jim 
Crow era, African Americans wishing to sleep over in Daytona Beach had limited 
options: stay with a friend or relative, or in a black boarding house or hotel. Owned by 
Minnie Wiggins Campbell and Leigh Campbell during 
the 1950s, the Campbell Hotel was one of the few 
black hotels in Daytona. The structure, also known as 
the Engram building, housed the Stardust night club 
as well. It was not until after the passage of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act that blacks would freely be admitted 
to the many hotels, motels, restaurants and clubs 
that populated Daytona Beach. With integration, 
however, establishments such as the Campbell Hotel 
quickly passed into history.  

7. Mt Bethel Baptist Church (700 South Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Boulevard Daytona Beach): Mount Bethel Baptist 

Institutional Church holds the distinction of being the oldest 

church for African Americans in Daytona Beach. In 1885 a 

group of Christians, under the leadership of Reverend 

Joseph Brook Hankerson, recognized the need for Black 

people to have a place to worship in this small community, 

and on June 22, 1885, Mount Bethel was constructed on the corner of Fremont Avenue 

and Church Street (now Marion Street) in Silver Hill. Reverend Hankerson was the first 

pastor of this great historical church and was the shepherd of the flock for eighteen years, 

from 1885 to 1903. 

Other Key Loop Resources 

Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune Home (640 Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune Boulevard): The Dr. 

Mary McLeod Bethune Home was listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places by the National Park Service in 1975 

and is located on the campus of Bethune-Cookman University. 

Dr. Bethune (1875-1955) lived in this home from the 1920s until 

her death. Best remembered for her role in promoting 

education for African American children, she was the founder 

of what was called the National Council of Negro Women and its members as African 

Americans. Mrs. Bethune also established what was called the Daytona Educational and 

Industrial Training School for Negro Girls. Eventually merging with the Cookman Institute, 

a school for boys in Jacksonville, the Bethune-Cookman Institute, later Bethune-Cookman 

College, was founded in 1923 with Dr. Bethune as its first president. The site is located 

along Florida’s Black Heritage Trail. 
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Bonner Elementary School (868 George W Engram Boulevard): Bonner Elementary 

School (formerly known as Cypress Street Elementary School) was built in 1926 and had 

its name changed in 1954 to honor its first and longest-serving principal, Evelyn Bonner. 

Initially, the school consisted of a two-story block and stucco 

building with two brick wings. Bonner Elementary was one of the 

last schools in Volusia County to integrate, with no white students 

in attendance until 1970. The National Park Service added Bonner 

Elementary to the National Register of Historic Places in 1996.  

 

Museum of Arts and Sciences (352 S. Nova Road): This facility 

is best known for its Cuba: A History of Art exhibit, with paintings 

acquired in 1956, when Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista 

donated his private collection to the city. Among them is a portrait 

of Eva ("Evita") Perón, said to be the only existing painting 

completed while she was alive. The museum also offers a world-class science center 

featuring over 9,000 square feet of hands-on science activities. The museum is located 

on a 90-acre nature preserve that features over 1/2 mile of boardwalk nature trails and 

learning stations.  
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Riverside Loop 

Although not a “loop” in the strictest sense, the Riverside Loop offers a glimpse of life in Florida 
in the late 1800s and early 1920s. This loop stretches along the shoreline of the Halifax River 
including Riverside Drive and Beach Street from Granada Boulevard in Ormond Beach to the 
south side of Daytona Beach at Bellevue Avenue. 
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1. Thompson Brothers General Store (426 South Beach Street): 
Lawrence Thompson built this store on the north half of his lot in 1875, 
with his house on the south half. It was built of lumber being 
transported from Jacksonville by a ship that wrecked at Ponce de 
Leon Inlet, and which was salvaged from the beach.  The first floor 
was used as the store, and the hall upstairs was used for religious 
services and town council meetings. A small collection of books which 
later grew into the city library was also located upstairs. Thompson 
sold the building in 1886, and in 1904 it was bought by Adelaide Rhodes from Ohio. She 
had two-story additions built on the north and south sides, converting it into the present 
Frame Vernacular style home. This building is also known as The Abbey.  

2. Historic United States Post Office (220 North Beach Street): Harry M. Griffin came to 
Daytona Beach for a vacation in 1925 and stayed for 24 
years. In 1932, he designed the U.S. Post Office building in 
downtown Daytona Beach as a Depression-era work 
project. The carved stone and red terra cotta tile are typical 
of a Spanish Renaissance style and was inspired by a hotel 
in Havana. The two-story structure features roof tiles from 
Cuba and the coral used to construct the walls was shipped 

from Key Largo. The structure includes arched windows, cast-iron ornamentation and 
seven gargoyles that look down on passers-by. The building still functions as a post office 
and was listed with the National Register of Historic Places on June 30, 1988.  

3. Riverfront Park (60 Orange Avenue): This park offers a view of the Halifax River, along 
with a boat ramp, picnic facilities, pavilion, fishing pier and playground. The Park is 
currently undergoing a remake.  

4. Josie Rogers House (436 N. Beach Street): Built on the Halifax riverfront in 1878 by her 
father, land surveyor David Dunham Rogers, the house 
doubled as Josie Rogers' medical office where she treated 
both black and white patients in the early 1900s. Josie 
Rogers was a physician at the Halifax District Hospital, 
known today as the Halifax Medical Center, and was named 
chief of staff in 1947. She became Daytona Beach's first and 
only female mayor  in 1922. Rogers died in 1975 when she 
was 98 years old. Years before, her father had the house moved to the corner of Michigan 
Avenue and N. Beach Street so that he could donate the riverfront property to the city. 
After Ms. Rogers' death, ownership of the house was transferred several times until 
Daytona Beach bought it in 1999 and moved the structure back to its original riverfront 
location. It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and today stands at the 
foot of the Main St Bridge to make way for the redevelopment of the Riverfront Park.  
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5. River Lily Inn Bed and Breakfast (558 Riverside Drive): The River Lily Inn is the pride 
of Holly Hill. This beautiful home, built in 1888, sits on one and a 
half acres of land populated with ancient oak trees and large 
palms. The house is approximately 3,750 square feet with a two-
story carriage house of 1,250 square feet. It has a unique 
oversized swimming pool that was built in the 1950s. The pool was 
fashioned after the Jane Mansfield heart shaped pool.  

6. Ames Park (195 S Beach Street, Ormond Beach):   This 2.2 acre riverfront park is the site 
of the historic Ames House. It was here that the last living 
American Civil War full-rank general, Adelbert Ames, chose to 
build a home where he died in 1933 at the age of 97. 

 

  
 

7. Rivera Country Club (500 Calle Grande Street, Ormond Beach): Plans for Rio Vista on 
the Halifax, a 1924 development envisioned by an Ohio developer, included a golf course. 
In February 1926, under the supervision of prominent Chicago golf course architect W.D. 
Clark, workmen began construction of the golf course. 
By 1927, a hotel, 38 homes and more than 15 miles of 
paved roads had been developed. But this all came to 
a halt with the onset of the Great Depression. The 
arches that once marked the entrance to Rio Vista on 
the Halifax are among the few remaining structures 
from the development.  Located on Calle Grande 
Street, the archways and Romanesque columns were 
built as a grand entryway. In late 1953, the golf course 
was purchased by the Meyers family, and a year later the nine holes were remodeled. 
Years later, well-known golf architect Lloyd Clifton gave a facelift to several holes and was 
instrumental in the look of the course and its present-day character.   

 

8. Casements (25 Riverside Drive, Ormond Beach): The Casements is a mansion in 
Ormond Beach, famous for being the winter residence of American oil magnate John D. 

Rockefeller. It is currently owned by the city of Ormond Beach 
and is used as a cultural center and park.   
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Other Key Loop Resources 

 
Halifax Historical Society & Museum (252 S Beach Street, Daytona Beach): Located 

in Daytona's original riverfront commercial district on the mainland 
side of the Halifax River, this local bank building was constructed in 
1912 in a neoclassical architecture style by W.B. Talley. The 
Merchants Bank closed its doors in 1929, and the building remained 
vacant until 1936 when it was purchased by Florida Bank & Trust 
Company. In 1984 it became the property of the Halifax Historical 
Society. In 1986 the building was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places.  

McCoy House (Private residence, but the Halifax Historical Society 
has a permanent display about Bill McCoy, his rum running, and his 
ships): Holly Hill used to be the home of one of America’s most 
successful rum runners during Prohibition, Bill McCoy. Sunrise Park 
is located at the eastern end of LPGA Blvd on a piece of land that juts 
out into the Halifax River where it was a landing for Bill McCoy. Bill 
made his reputation by providing only the best quality booze and in 
the 1920’s the McCoy brothers began smuggling booze, using their 
90-foot fishing schooner, the Henry L. Marshall. McCoy became to be known as “The 
Real McCoy” when in fact, Bill McCoy was a tea-totaler. 
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Oceanside Loop 

The Oceanside Loop includes Atlantic Avenue (SR A1A) and the causeways that lead from the 
mainland. At the center of this segment is Daytona Beach also known as the “World’s Most 
Famous Beach.” Visitors, families and spring breakers have been coming to this beach for 
generations. This loop is so much more than “sun and surf” though. Of equal importance to this 
designation and the Oceanside Loop are the communities of Ormond Beach, Daytona Beach 
Shores, Wilbur-by-the-Sea and Ponce Inlet. Each has a special story to tell that contributes to the 
unique heritage of the region and are integral to the byway story. The Oceanside Loop 
encompasses part history, part speed, and part recreation, and is completely unique. 
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1. Streamline Hotel (140 S. Atlantic Avenue): Opened in 1941 the Streamline was a popular 

refuge for celebrities, race car drivers and even moonshine gangsters. Now, fully restored with 

Art Deco style and elegance, its presence pays homage to a rich 

history and storied past.  It is the recognized birthplace of the 

National Association of Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR).   

 

 

 

 

 

2. Ponce Inlet Lighthouse (Ponce Inlet South): The Ponce Inlet Lighthouse marks the inlet that 

connects the Atlantic Ocean and the Halifax River just as it has since 1884. 

This historic landmark stands 175 feet and is the second tallest lighthouse 

of its kind in the United States. Listed as a National Historic Monument, the 

lighthouse is unique because it has survived along with all seven of its 

original buildings. There are 194 steps to the watch room.  

 
 
 

 

3. Birthplace of Speed (Beachside – Daytona Beach): This loop has something no other 

corridor in Florida can offer and it has to do with that modern marvel the gas-powered engine. 

Automobile racing became a regular pastime along the hard–packed beaches at the turn of 

the 20th Century. Whether it’s the stretch of beach at the 

northern limits of the corridor that became known as the 

“Birthplace of Speed” or the “South Turn” near the southern 

limits of this loop the beach is all about the birth of car racing.  
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4. Daytona Beach Ocean Front Park (Beachside – Daytona Beach)  

 

 
 

5. Lilian Place Heritage Center (1000 S. Peninsula Drive): Lilian Place is the oldest grand 
house on Daytona's beachside. This Italianate Victorian house was built  in 1884 by one of 
the city's first settlers Laurence Thompson (1848-1920). Lilian Place 
sat abandoned and neglected until December of 2009, when the 
Trust was awarded a Volusia County ECHO Grant to acquire this 
significant site. This prime example of Italianate High Victorian 
architecture with its high ceilings, carved woodwork, and heart-of-
pine floors is one of only two in Volusia County, Florida.  The house 
has a "widow's  walk," which is off the tower narrow balcony. Lilian 
Place is named for Lilian Thompson (1873-1934), daughter of 
Laurence Thompson, who lived in the house until her death. 

 

Other Key Loop Resources 

William H.G. France’s Amoco Gas Station (316 Main Street): Bill France Sr. operated 
this gas station in Daytona Beach before he became a full-time stock-car race promoter. 

Bill France Sr.,  also known as “Big Bill” (to 
differentiate himself from his son Bill Jr. who 
is also a historic figure in racing history), 
moved to Daytona Beach from Washington 
D.C in the early 1930’s and opened a local 
gas station. He was very active in the local 
racing scene and finished fifth in the very first 
beach/road course race on Daytona Beach in 

1936. A few years later, he was asked to run the races as promoter and reluctantly agreed. 
Big Bill continued to successfully promote the Daytona Beach/Road Course until 1947 
when he organized a group of promoters, officials and drivers to discuss the idea of forming 
an official sanctioning body for stock car racing across the country. Because of those 
discussions, NASCAR was officially born in early 1948.  
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Pinewood Cemetery (Main Street @ Peninsula Drive): Also known as Peninsula Cemetery, 

Pinewood Cemetery is located on a part of the original homestead 

purchased by John W. Smith in 1873 which he named “Memento”.  

His daughter, Alena Beatrice, who died in 1877 was the  first buried 

in the cemetery. The cemetery contains many of the early settlers of 

Daytona Beach, including members of the Burgoyne, Day, Maley 

and Jackson families.  

 

Wilbur by the Sea Boat House (4200 South 

Peninsula Drive): In 1912, Jacob W Wilbur a 

Boston real estate dealer established the unique 

community which still bears his name…Wilbur-by-

the-Sea. As  part of his development the Toronita 

Hotel was constructed at Atlantic Ave and Toronita Ave. At the river end (Halifax River end) 

of Toronita Ave, a boathouse with large wharf was constructed to service the needs of the 

guests and to accommodate launches which supplied transportation to and from the mainland. 

With Wilbur’s passing in 1917 ownership was deeded to the Wilbur Improvement Association.  

Sea Breeze United Church (501 N Wild Olive Avenue, Daytona Beach): 

The Tourist Church, also known as the Seabreeze United Church of Christ 

and the First Congregational Church, is an historic church located at 501 

North Wild Olive Avenue in Daytona Beach. Built in 1929, it was designed 

by architect Harry Griffin in the Mission Revival Style of architecture.  
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Contact Information 
Chris Daun, Byway Organization Chair 

halifaxheritagebyway@gmail.com 

 

 

Follow Us: 

 

 

 


