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Overview
• Introduction
• Planning Connections
• Creating a Destination
• By the Numbers
• Future



2024 FSHP Annual Meeting
March 6 - 8, 2024

2001 - Intent
2005 - Approval
2006 - Incorp.
2007 - 501(c)3

Mount 
Dora

to

Winter 
Garden

Timeline

Gre e n M ountain 
Sce nic  Byway



2024 FSHP Annual Meeting
March 6 - 8, 2024

Lake County Parks & Trails
• Oversee Trail Planning and Development
• 2018 Parks, Recreation, & Trails Master Plan Update
• Maintain Twelve (12) Miles of Multi-use Trail on the Byway
• Manage Three (3) Properties on the Byway

• Recreation Access
• Boating Access
• Restoration

• Coordinate with Other Byway Partners to Develop 
Additional Recreational Opportunities Along the Byway
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Byway Partners
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Planning

20022000 2003
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First Partnership

• PARTNERS
– Lake County
– St. Johns River Water 

Management District
– Trust for Public Lands
– Florida Communities 

Trust

Ferndale Preserve
• 192 Acres
• $4 Million
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Lake Apopka North Shore

• Pesticide Remediation
• Lake Clean-up
• Limited Access
• Convert Levies to Trails
• Vision of “Loop Trail” 

Around Lake Apopka
• Strong Public Desire for 

Access
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• Sept. 8, 2008 Meeting with Orange County
• Sept. 24, 2008 Kick-off Meeting “Clay Island” Trailhead
• Oct. 28, 2008 OCBOCC Vote
• Nov. 7, 2008 Site Visit Magnolia Park
• Dec. 3, 2008 Design Charette “Clay Island” Trailhead

Planning Connections
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Planning Connections
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Ferndale Preserve

• Restoration
• Recreation Development

Creating a Destination
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Creating a Destination
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Lake Apopka Loop Trail
May 15, 2010

Creating a Destination
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Creating a Destination

Green Mountain Scenic Overlook & Trailhead
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Creating a Destination
Recreation 

Opportunities
• Hiking
• Biking
• Equestrian
• Birding
• Wildlife Viewing
• Photography
• Fishing
• Paddling

Lake Apopka Loop Trail



2024 FSHP Annual Meeting
March 6 - 8, 2024

Creating a Destination

Lake Apopka Loop Trail
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Creating a Destination

McDonald Canal Boat Ramp
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Creating a Destination

Lake Apopka Blueway
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Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 
(LAWD)

Three Year Total – 477,516 
Avg Yearly Total – 159,172
Avg Daily* Total -- 995 0
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*Open Friday-Sunday & Federal Holidays

By the Numbers
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By the Numbers
• Clay Island

• 4163

• Green Mountain Connector
• 8444

• Jones Ave. Stormwater Park
• 347

• Magnolia Park Gate
• 8789

• North Shore Trailhead
• 3269

Lake Apopka Loop Trail Bicycle & Pedestrian Usage 2023
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Green Mountain Scenic Byway

North Shore Trailhead

Clay Island

Magnolia Park

By the Numbers
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Scenic Overlook
2023

Vehicles

Bicycles

Pedestrians

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000
Green Mountain Scenic Overlook & Trailhead 2023

By the Numbers
YEAR TOTAL ESTIMATED ATTENDENCE

19901 49753

5788 5788

18776 18776

24564 24564
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Visitors Per Year
• Ferndale Preserve

• ~44,000
• McDonald Canal Boat Ramp

• ~42,000
• Green Mountain Scenic Overlook & Trailhead

• ~50,000
• South Lake Trail (County Line)

• ~80,000

By the Numbers
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Future

Green Mountain Second Tower
• ~80’ Tall
• ~200’ Above Sea Level
• National Scenic Byway Grant

• $650,000.00
• $650,000.00 Match from Lake County

• FDOT & Lake County
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Future
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Future
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Future
Ferndale Preserve Fishing Pier

• Two Stories
• ADA Paddle Launch
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Future
Completing the Loop
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FINISH LINE



Greg Gensheimer, PhD
President
Green Mountain Scenic Byway
gregjgensh@comcast.net

Gallus Quigley
Recreation Coordinator - Trails
Lake County, Office of Parks and Trails
gallus.quigley@lakecountyfl.gov

QUESTIONS

Green Mountain Scenic Byway
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